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Basic Bible Principles 

Be ready to give an answer 

Lesson One – Introduction 
 

 

I. The Lord's church faces two immense challenges. 

A.  Unbelief.  

1. Unbelievers mock anyone foolish enough to put their trust in in the existence of 
God, the deity of Jesus Christ, and the infallibility of the Bible. 

a. Unbelievers define the faith of Christians as "the willingness to believe in 
something in the absence of sufficient evidence."  

(1). Is this definition true or false? If false, what makes it false? 

2. Young people are especially vulnerable since most are not equipped to defend 
their beliefs.  

a. Example: Katy, Texas incident (October 26, 2015) in which Junior High 
students were asked if the statement "There is a God" should be classified 
as: 

(1). Factual claim (something that can be shown to be true, to exist, or to 
have happened supported by convergent evidence). 

(2). Commonplace assertion (held to be true by most people but not backed 
up with facts). 

(3). Opinion (a belief or judgment that rests on grounds insufficient to 
produce complete certainty). 

c. How would you answer that question, and what evidence would you provide 
to support your conclusion? 

3. One of two things will happen if young people are not equipped to defend their 
faith: 

a. They begin to doubt their faith when challenged in the classroom, through a 
biased anti-Christian media, by friends, etc. 

b. Or they simply remain silent. 

4. How can we expect our young people to meet these challenges unless they are 
equipped with credible and convincing evidence to defend their faith? 

B. Moral decay. 

 1. Tolerance (lifestyle/moral tolerance). 

a. Lifestyles condemned by the word of God are accepted in the name of 
tolerance. 
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b These lifestyles are not only openly accepted, but defended by so-called 
"anti-discrimination laws," by media programing that glamorizes these 
lifestyles, and by society in general. 

2. Double-standards. 

a. The faith of many has been irreparably damaged by the inconsistencies 
between professed beliefs and actual practice of Christians. 

b. Why are we surprised when young people and new Christians abandon their 
faith, especially when parents and other adults do not have strong 
convictions, or do not practice what they preach? 

c. Failure of churches to biblically discipline sinful behavior is seen by many to 
imply the church tolerates such behavior (1 Cor 5:1-12).   

(1). Latin: "Qui tacet consentire videtur" or "He who is silent is taken to 
agree." (Silence gives consent). 

 

II. Three reasons why Christians are either not equipped or reluctant to defend our beliefs. 

A. Some do not want their faith challenged. 

1. They seem afraid their beliefs will not stand up under critical examination. 

a. When challenged they cling to their beliefs by simply dismissing or rejecting 
all arguments made by unbelievers (e.g. "I don't believe in evolution because 
I know it's not true"). 

(1). How do they "know" evolution is not true?  

(2). Have they examined the arguments in support of evolution, and have a 
valid reason for concluding those arguments are not supported by fact? 

b. Those whose beliefs are based solely on rejecting arguments or propositions 
contrary to their beliefs do not have biblical faith. 

c. They have no valid, logical reason for claiming they have genuine, absolute 
confidence and faith in what they believe. They have only rejected what they 
do not believe. 

2. Unless our faith can stand up under investigation we do not have faith. It is 
nothing more than wishful thinking. 

a. "What can't be tested, can't be trusted." (John Burns, Pulitzer Prize winning 
British journalist) 

B. Others depend on blind faith. 

1. They say "even though we cannot prove the existence of God, the deity of 
Christ, and the infallibility of the Bible we need to accept these things on faith."  

2. This is simply belief without any credible and logical evidence to substantiate 
that belief. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silence_procedure
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a. A common claim is: "God said it. I believe it. That settles it!"  This position is 
not only unsound intellectually but also scripturally.  

(1). How can we be absolutely certain we understand what God said? (2 Tim 
2:15; 2 Pet 3:14-16; 1 Tim 1:5-7; Gal 1:6-7; Eph 4:14-15). 

(2). It is critically important to have a fundamental understanding of 
hermeneutics 1  and how to establish biblical authority (Gr: exousia). 2 

3. Faith requires credible concrete evidence to support that faith, let alone to 
defend it (Heb 11:1, 3, 6; Rom 1:18-22). 

a. Faith in that which is unseen must be founded on evidence. 

b. Even though we cannot see everything we believe, our faith must be founded 
on credible evidence to support that belief. 

C. Many are not familiar with the evidence and biblical teachings necessary to defend 
their faith. 

1. Studies concerning the existence of God, the deity of Jesus Christ, the reliability 
of the Bible – all basic to one's faith – are either not taught enough, or not at all. 

2. Is it any surprise we are losing an entire generation to unbelief?  

a. Who is ultimately responsible for this tragedy? What can be done to turn the 
tide? 

b. How many once-faithful Christians have had their faith undermined and 
overthrown by the unanswered challenges of unbelievers? 

3. Faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom 10:17). 

a. But if our faith in God is insufficient, what benefit would there be in hearing 
His word? 

b. Faith based upon hearing the word of God assumes the existence of God 
and the infallibility of His divinely inspired word. Doubts about either make 
faith impossible. 

  

III. We must be prepared to defend our faith. 

A. We must be able to validate the reason for our faith through credible evidence and 
reason. 

1. Being prepared to answer those who question our beliefs and the reason for our 
hope is not an option (1 Pet 3:15). 

2. We must know how to defend our core beliefs in the existence of God, the deity 
of Jesus Christ, and the reliability of the scriptures. 

 

                                      
1
 Biblical hermeneutics is the science of properly interpreting the Bible. 

2
 The ability to decide, choose, have permission, or be prohibited from an act based upon a clear understanding of related teachings in 

the New Testament. These teachings may come in the form of commands, examples, or necessary conclusions. 
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B. Why? 

1. Having absolute confidence in the existence of God is basic to all our beliefs as 
Christians.  If God does not exist: 

a. The Bible would be a myth and the greatest deception of all time. 

b. Religion would simply be an invention of man to imagine something greater 
than ourselves. 

c. Bible doctrines concerning God's omnipotence, omniscience, and providence 
would be false. 

d. The existence and deity of Christ, the existence and immortality of the human 
soul, and judgment after death would all be false and must be rejected. 

2. If there is no evidence that God exists, there is no reason to believe life has any 
meaning or purpose. 

a. We are simply the product of evolution – we are "star stuff." Our life is no 
more important than any other lifeform on earth.  

b. Our existence on earth is limited to being born, living, and dying. There is no 
hope or life after death. 

3. If it can be shown that God is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him (cf. Heb 11:6) then our faith is not merely a vain hope. 

a. We have a reason for: 

 Believing in our origin and the origin of all things. 

 Knowing we have a soul that will live for all eternity – somewhere. 

 Understanding all human life is a priceless gift of God. 

 Believing there is a divine purpose for our existence (created for the glory 
of God and not for our own selfish gratifications). 

 Accepting our duty to teach others the purpose God intended for them. 

 Having confidence in the resurrection and life after death. 

 Believing there will be a final destiny for all humankind. 

b. We will also have a reason for: 

 Believing the historicity3 and deity of Jesus Christ. 

 Knowing the church is a crucial part of God's eternal purpose. 

 Understanding the importance of worship, praise, and prayer. 

 Reading and studying the word of God. 

 Bringing others to Christ. 

 

                                      
3
 Belief in the Jesus of history (an actual person) who lived on earth over two-thousand years ago. 
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IV. We must build our faith on the solid foundation of timeless and eternal truths. 

A. Those truths, when supported by credible logical evidence, will enable us to defend 
our faith in: 

1. God the Father. 

a. The giver and sustainer of all life, and creator of the human soul, and in 
whose image we are made. 

b. The eternal God of heaven whose love for the world was the reason He gave 
His Son to die on the cross for our sins. 

2. Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

a. The divine person who was with God in the beginning and who openly 
claimed equality with God. 

b. The Savior who willingly died in our place to redeem us from sin through His 
blood, and who is now at the right hand of God in heaven and the head of the 
church, His body of believers. 

3. The Holy Spirit. 

a. The third divine person of the Godhead, who is the Revelator of God's will to 
humankind. 

b. The one through whom the word of God was infallibly and inerrantly given 
through the process of inspiration to holy men of God who spoke and wrote 
the word so all could understand and obey God's will. 

4. The Bible. 

a. Divinely inspired books and letters that reveal the mind and character of God, 
and His eternal purpose (the scheme of redemption) beginning with creation 
and ending with the final judgment. 

b. The Old and New Testaments – one which served as a guide and covenant 
with those who lived before Jesus Christ (the Old Testament), and the other 
that serves as the guide and covenant under which all mankind lives today 
(the New Testament).  

5. The Lord's church. 

a. The spiritual kingdom of promise and prophecy over which Jesus Christ 
reigns as Lord of lords and King of kings. 

b. The universal body of all believers who have been baptized into Christ for the 
remission of sins. 

c. The local body of believers who assemble to work and worship together and 
mutually edify one another in keeping with the word of God. 
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Conclusion: 

I. This study will cover the core beliefs of every Christian and the evidence that supports 
those beliefs. 

A. It will not only strengthen our faith but will also help us defend that faith. 

1. Topics will include: 

a. The existence of God, the deity of Jesus Christ, and the person of the Holy 
Spirit (the Godhead). 

b. The Bible – its origin, reliability and trustworthiness, the process by which it 
was revealed, how to study it, understand and interpret it, apply its message, 
and how to properly use it to establish authority. 

c. The Church – its origin, organization, worship, fundamental doctrinal 
teachings, purpose, and mission. 

 

II. There is no excuse for being unable to defend and share the faith. 

A. Our Lord has given each of us a mission to carry His word into a world of 
unbelievers and enemies of the cross of Christ. 

1. We are soldiers who must be personally equipped to wage spiritual warfare 
against the powers of darkness, and know that God will give us the victory. 

2. From the very foundation of the church your brothers and sisters in Christ 
literally gave their lives for their faith. Are we expected to do any less? 

a. Only those whose faith is rock-solid will be able to stand. Those whose faith 
is anything less will falter and fail. 

__________________ 

1 Peter 3:13-17 

And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. "And 
do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled." But sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a 
good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile 
your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of 
God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 


