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Basic Bible Principles  

 

Basic Bible Principles 

The existence, nature, and character of God 

Lesson Two 
 

 

I. Two sources testify to the existence of God: creation and His word (the Bible). 

A. Creation testifies to the existence of God (Gen 1:1): 

1. If there is no God how do we explain the origin of the universe and all life that is 
in it? 

a. Discoveries in astronomy and physics have shown beyond a reasonable 
doubt that our universe did in fact have a beginning.  

(1). Prior to that moment there was nothing. During and after that moment 
there was something: our universe. 

(2). The "Big Bang Theory" does not explain the origin of what existed before 
this alleged "Big Bang" occurred. 

2. Cause and effect:  

a. A cause is why something happens and an effect is what happens. An effect 
(an action or event) is the result of a cause responsible for that action or 
event. 

b. What cause was responsible for the effect that produced the universe and all 
life? Since something cannot come from nothing, and since every effect has 
a cause, then something had to exist before the universe and life came into 
existence.  

c. Logic demands that the cause behind the effect of creation must be eternal 
(meaning it has always existed). 

3. Consider the evidence of purpose design in the universe. 

a. The universe is ordered by natural laws. Where did these laws come from 
and what purpose do they serve? 

b. Advances in molecular biology have revealed vast amounts of information 
encoded in each and every loving cell, and molecular biologists have 
discovered thousands upon thousands of exquisitely designed machines at 
the molecular level.  

(1). Information requires intelligence and design requires a designer. 

c. From the vast expanse of the universe to the smallest component of the 
human body (cells and the parts that make up a productive functioning cell), 
even to the molecular structure of living things show purpose and design. 
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4. Scientists now claim matter and the forces that acted on that matter have always 
existed. 

a. Discovery of the so-called "God particle" in 2013 is said to be the spark that 
formed our entire universe. This discovery was made by colliding subatomic 
particles together at extreme speeds in the massive Large Hadron Collider.1   

(1). The millisecond of energy produced by the collision of subatomic 
particles is claimed to have been many times greater than the 
temperature of the sun's core. 

b. However, to accept the numerous theories drawn from the so-called "God 
particle" requires believing subatomic particles have always existed and 
requires believing the force (known as "dark energy") that caused those 
particles to collide at such high speeds has also always existed. 

c. Such beliefs require a huge amount of faith since the evidence supporting 
the theories of eternal matter and force do not exist. 

5. Purpose and design demands a designer with a purpose. 

a. Everything in the universe and all life shows intelligent design – meaning 
there must therefore be an eternal intelligent designer (Heb 3:4). 

b. All human cells functions much like a miniature computer program governed 
by our DNA (four chemicals abbreviated as A, T, G, and C). The way each 
cell functions is determined by this three-billion-lettered program (DNA 
sequence).  

(1). How did this information wind up in each human cell to instruct these 
cells, in a very detailed way, to function the way they do? 

(2). Computer programs (no matter how complex) are designed by 
programmers using ones and zeros. The way these ones and zeros are 
arranged determines what the computer program will do. 

(3). Who designed this human cellular computer code (DNA)? 

c. Is it possible all this purpose and design happened by mere chance?  

(1). The massive Large Hadron Collider is the result of decades of research, 
design, and construction by those with the intelligence to make it.  

(2). The universe and all life in it is no more the result of mere chance than 
is the Large Hadron Collider. 

6. Christians believe an eternal all-wise God created, originated, and designed the 
universe and all life in it (Isa 45:18). 

a. The first verse of the Bible explains that matter and the energy needed to 
create the universe originates from God (Gen 1:1). 

                                      
1
 The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is a 17-mile long collider straddling the borders of Switzerland and France, and is operated by 

CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research based in Geneva.  
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(1). God is both the cause and the effect of the universe and all life. "God 
created (cause) the heavens and the earth (effect)." 

(2). God is both the force behind the existence of the universe and all life 
and the origin of all matter (dark or otherwise). "God created (force) the 
heavens and the earth (matter)." 

7. The Bible affirms we can see God and understand His divine attributes and 
power in the universe He created (Psa 19:1; Rom 1:18-21).  

a. The glory of God and the works of His hands are seen in "the heavens." 

b. Although the divine attributes of God and His eternal power are invisible, they 
are "clearly seen" (Gr. kathorátai) – meaning they are clearly and thoroughly 
understood through a rational, intellectual process.  

8. God is the eternal intelligent designer with a purpose (Psa 8:1; 50:6; 104:24-25). 

a. God's purpose in creation was not only to declare His majesty and glory but 
also because He loves us and desires to share heaven with us (Gen 1:26; 
Psa 8:4-9). 

b. But, man has not always loved and faithfully obeyed God in return (Eccl 7:29; 
Prov 14:12; Jer 10:13; Rom 3:23). 

c. God's purpose was fulfilled in Jesus Christ and in the church – the body of 
those redeemed by the blood of Christ (John 3:16; 14:1-3; 2 Cor 5:14-15; 
Phil 2:5-13; Col 1:21-23; Eph 1:22-23; 3:8-12; 5:23; Jude 24-25). 

B. God's Word (His revelation to mankind in the form of the Bible) testifies to His 
existence. 

1. The Bible does not argue the existence of God but presents it as an established 
fact from the first verse of the Bible (Gen 1:1). 

a. The existence of God cannot be proven empirically (based on observation 
and experimentation), nor can the existence of God be disproved. 

b. The biblical definition of faith (Heb 11:1) affirms that faith is "the evidence of 
things not seen."  The scriptures not only assume the existence of God, but 
state that faith in God is absolutely essential (Heb 11:6).  

2. Evidence for the existence of God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

a. In Paul's sermon on Mars Hill (Athens) he not only affirmed that God "made 
the world and everything in it," he also affirmed that God will "judge the world 
in righteousness" by Jesus Christ whom He raised from the dead (Acts 
17:24-30).  

b. The apostle Paul also affirmed the prophets of God testified in "the Holy 
Scriptures" that Jesus Christ "was born of the seed of David" and declared to 
be the Son of God "by the resurrection from the dead" (Rom 1:2-4).  

(1). The resurrection of Jesus Christ proved beyond any doubt that He is the 
Son of God – which infers the existence of God. 
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c. The resurrection was the one event that changed the unbelieving brothers of 
Jesus (John 7:3-5; cf. Mark 13:55-56) into some of the Lord's most faithful 
disciples (Acts 1:12-14; Gal 1:19; 2:9; cf. Jas 1:1; Jude 1). 

d. A study of the irrefutable evidence (both biblical and historical) of the 
historicity of Christ and His resurrection from the dead affirms both the deity 
of Jesus Christ and the existence of God. 

3. To be pleasing to God we must believe in His existence (Heb 11:6) and in the 
truth of His word (John 17:17). 

 

II. The Godhead (Trinity): 

A. The term Godhead describes the divine nature of deity, and may also be 
interpreted Godhood.   

1. Godhead is defined as divinity, deity, the divine nature, or divine essence.  

a. It denotes the quality or state of being God; the sum total of the attributes 
and characteristics that are common to deity.  

b. It is used in the same sense as the terms manhood, womanhood, or 
childhood describe the qualities, characteristics and attributes of men, 
women and children respectively. 

B. The Bible affirms the Godhead (Acts 17:29 [called 
Divine Nature in all but the King James Version]; Rom 
1:20; and Col 2:9).   

1. The word Godhead or Divine Nature is translated in 
these passages by three different, but closely 
related, Greek words: to theion, theiotes, and 
theotes. 

a. To theion referred to the Divine Being and to 
therefore designate the one true God apart 
from the deities of paganism. It is used by Paul 
(Acts 17:29) in an address made to a pagan 
audience who thought of God in terms of idols made of gold and silver.  

b. Theiotes (Rom 1:20) speaks of the qualities, characteristics and nature 
of God. In this passage, Paul couples the word Godhood with power – 
which is an attribute of deity – absolute power over all creation, since 
God made everything.    

c. Theotes (Col 2:9) declares that "all the fullness of the Godhead" dwells 
in Jesus Christ "bodily." The phrase "fullness of the Godhead" means 
everything (without exception) that is included in the Godhead – the 
totality of all the qualities, characteristics and attributes of Godhood – 
dwells in the person of Jesus Christ.   

(1). Even after the incarnation of Jesus Christ (becoming flesh and 
dwelling among us), He was as much God as God the Father.   
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(2). Words we use to describe and define God the Father can also be 
used to describe and define Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  

2. Other passages that show a plurality of persons in the Godhead (Matt 3:16-17; 
26:39-44; 28:19; Luke 23:46; John 1:1; 8:16-17; 14:16-23; 16:8; 17:8-10, 11; 
Rom 8:26; 2 Cor 13:14; 2 John 9). 

C. How can there be a plurality when the Bible speaks of only one God (Deut 6:4)? 

1. There are many occasions in the Old Testament where the word God is found in 
the plural in the original language.   

a. Some argue this is simply Pluralis Majestatis, or using the plural to denote 
great, lofty, and supreme majesty (also called "the Royal we").   

b. This may be true of some eastern languages (possibly even Hebrew), but it 
is not true that every reference to God in the plural is used that way.  

2. Consider the plural nature of the One God: 

a. Genesis 1:1 – The word God is from Elohiym (Heb. <yh!l)a$)) and is the plural 

form of God (a noun in the masculine plural) to designate God Almighty or 

the Almighty God. The verb created, from the Hebrew bara (Heb. ar*B*) is 

singular (a verb in the third person masculine single).  

(1). God in the plural joined together in the singular creation of heaven and 
earth. Each person of Godhead had a part to play toward the common 
goal of creation. 

b. Deuteronomy 6:4 – Both appearances of the term Lord here are from the 
tetragrammaton for Jehovah (JHWH), meaning the Self-Existent or Eternal.  
The term God is from Elohiym, the plural form as we noticed.   

(1). The term one in this verse is from echad (Heb. dj*a#), and indicates a 

united one,2 not an absolute singular.   

(a). The term yachid (Heb. dyj!y*) is used for the words only or one, 

implying absolute one, and no more than one. (Gen 22:2-13; Jer 
6:26; Psa 25:16; Zech 12:10; Judg 11:34). 

(2). Echad (a united one) is found in such passages as (Gen 1:5; 2:24 and 
many others). 

c. The passage (Deut 6:4) reveals "Jehovah our Elohiym is a united Jehovah."  

3. Other passages that use the plural for God in connection with plural verbs, 
adjectives, or pronouns: 

a. Genesis 1:26 – Some claim God was speaking to angels when saying "Us" 
and "Our." Yet, we are not made in the image of angels. God created man in 
His own image, the image of God (v 27). 

b. Genesis 3:22-24  

                                      
2
 Echad: "…properly, united, i.e. one; or (as an ordinal) first…" New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded 

Greek-Hebrew Dictionary.  
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c. Genesis 11:6-8 (note the plural noun "Lord" in verses 6 and 8) 

D. All three persons of the Godhead are called God: 

1. The Father is called God (Eph 4:4-6). 

2. The Son is called God (John 1:1-3; 10:30; 20:28; Phil 2:5-9; Col 2:9; Heb 1:8). 

3. The Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:3-4). 

E. Is there a Trinity? 

1. Although the Bible does not use the word Trinity it certainly conveys the concept 
of the triune nature and character of God – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

2. The word Trinity is simply an accommodative or compatible term.3  

a. "Godhead" and "Trinity" describe the essence of the divine nature of the term 
"God." 

3. Some ridicule the concept of a plurality in one God by claiming we believe in 
three God's, not one: 1+1+1=3.  The rebuttal is to simply show: 1x1x1=1 or 
1÷1÷1=1 (the number 1 composed of three parts of equal value that have the 
same value as the sum of all three). 

 

III. Jehovah. 

A. The name Jehovah occurs some 6,823 times in the Old Testament and is the most 
precious name among the Jews for God.   

1. The term Elohiym, as we have already noted, declares God as the Almighty 
God, while Jehovah declares Him as the Eternal God.   

2. The two terms are used together in the scriptures in many places, as Jehovah 
Elohiym, and declares indisputably that the two are the same, Lord God.   

a. Passages that speak of Lord (Jehovah) in the plural sense. 

(1). Genesis 19:24 – The Lord rained down fire and brimstone from the 
Lord. 

(2). Zechariah 2:8-11 – The Lord of hosts sent the Lord of hosts. 

(3). Zechariah 10:12 – The Lord says what the Lord will do. 

b. Passages that speak of a plurality in the Godhead. 

(1). Isaiah 48:16 – The Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(2). Matthew 28:19 - The Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(3). John 14:23 – Father and Son. 

(4). 2 Corinthians 13:14 – Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit 

 

                                      
3
 Accommodative and compatible are separate terms that co-exist in perfect harmony without conflict. They convey the same concept in 

different words. 
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B. Jehovah/Jesus: 

1. The name Jesus is derived from, Jehoshua, meaning "Jehovah the Savior."  
Consider the following Old Testament references to Jehovah that finds its 
fulfillment in the New Testament in Jesus Christ. 

a. Exodus 3:14 – The term for "I AM" is Ehyeh (Heb. hy*h*) and is a present tense 

form of Jah, Jehovah.   

(1). It is found in three places in the above passage where it is translated as 
I AM.   

(2). The origin of the word is from the verb to be, denoting timelessness in 
existence of the one who was, who is, and who is to come, the first and 
the last, the Alpha and Omega.  

b. John 8:58 (see also John 8:24-28, 13:19) – Jesus called Himself I AM. 

(1). The term I AM (Gr. ego eimi) is present tense which denotes continuous 
action.  

(a). The present tense affirms the eternal pre-existence of Jesus – the 
"Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End… who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty" (Rev 1:8). 

(b). By contrast, in Matthew 2:1 the verb was born (Gr. gennao) is 
aorist tense which denotes a specific act in time past.   

(2). The claim of Jesus that "I AM" is the same claim Jehovah made to 
Moses. Because of this the Jews tried to stone Jesus for blasphemy – 
making Himself equal to God by claiming deity. 

 

IV. The divine nature of Jesus Christ. 

A. The Bible provides overwhelming evidence to the deity (Godhood or Divine Nature) 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

1. It begins with Old Testament prophecies to His deity (Isa 9:6), and concludes 
with New Testament references to His equality with God (John 1:1-3, 14; cf. Phil 
2:5-11). 

2. Jesus Christ is called "the firstborn of all creation" (Col 1:15; Rev 3:14). Some 
argue this implies Jesus was a created being like all humankind.  

a. Colossians 1:15 – The Greek word prototokos (Gr. prwtoto/ko$) is translated 

firstborn, but does not suggest Jesus was the first to be created before all 
creation. Rather, it affirms that Jesus Christ holds a place of pre-eminence, 
first place. (See Col 1:18) 

(1). Luke is the only New Testament writer to use the term firstborn as an 
adjective to mean Jesus was the first to be born (Luke 2:7). Early 
manuscripts of Matthew (Matt 1:25) do not include the word firstborn – 
only the word Son. 
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(2). All other New Testament references to firstborn speak of superiority, 
supreme rank or position, incomparability or preeminence (Rom 8:29; 
Col 1:15, 18; Heb 1:6; 11:28; 12:23; Rev 1:5). 

b. Revelation 3:14 – Some claim this proves God created Christ first, before 
anything or anyone else.  The Greek word arche (Gr. a)rxh/) may be correctly 

translated origin, which is its meaning in this verse.  

(1). The apostle John was not saying Jesus had a "beginning" or an 
"origin," but rather Jesus Christ is the Origin, the Source, the Creator of 
all. 

B. Is Jesus the God of the Old Testament? 

1. In saying "Jesus is God" it is not implying Jesus is the Father! Jesus is not the 
person of the Father, yet He is equal to the Father by nature.  Jesus is God by 
nature, as are the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

2. There many passages that affirm Jesus is God (divine, or deity), and therefore 
equal to God the Father (John 1:1-5; 5:18; 10:30-38; 20:28; Phil 2:6 [although 
Jesus was in the form (Gr. morphe) of God, He did not consider equality with 
God something He needed to hold onto, and therefore, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form (Gr. morphe) of man]; Titus 2:13; Heb 1:3 ; Rev 1:13-18 [John 
used the same words of Daniel (Dan 10:5-7) and Ezekiel (Ezek 43:2) to 
described Jesus Christ]). 

3. There are also many passages where Jesus accepted worship (Matt 2:11; 8:2; 
9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 28:9; 28:17; John 9:38; Heb 1:6 [God commanded angels to 
worship Jesus]). 

C. If Jesus is equal to God how do we explain Jesus submitting to God's will? 

1. The instances of Jesus being subject to the Father are in keeping with the 
purpose of their work in the redemption of man.   

2. Jesus came in the form of a servant (Phil 2:5f) and followed the directions of the 
Father (Matt 24:36, Acts 1:6-7) in executing the eternal plan.  

 

V. The Deity of the Holy Spirit: 

A. The Holy Spirit is a person equal with Father and Son (Matt 28:18-20). 

1. The term person is defined: an individual substance or an entity having a rational 
nature.  

a. The idea of being an individual means that which cannot be subdivided.  

b. The implication of substance means that which exists (not an abstract).  

c. Entity implies a distinct and independent existence, or existing apart from 
others. 

d. And rational nature means an intellectual being. 
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2. Like the Father and Son, the Holy Spirit has all the attributes of being a person. 

a. The Holy Spirit: 

 Has a mind (Rom 8:27). 

 Makes intercession (Rom 8:26). 

 Searches and has Knowledge (1 Cor 2:10-11). 

 Sends (Acts 13:2-4). 

 Is sent (John 15:26). 

 Moves (Gen 1:2). 

 Leads (Rom 8:14). 

 Speaks (John 16:13). 

 Speaks through teachers (Mark 13:11). 

 Teaches and reveals knowledge (Luke 2:26; Eph 3:5). 

 Testifies (Rom 8:16). 

 Works miracles (Rom 15:19). 

 Sanctifies (1 Cor 6:11). 

 Gives gifts (Acts 2:38-39; 1 Cor 12:8-11). 

 Gives life (John 6:63). 

 Convicts others of sin (John 16:7-8). 

 Loves (Rom 15:30). 

 Can be pleased (Acts 15:28). 

 Can be grieved (Eph 4:30). 

 Can be resisted (Acts 7:51). 

 Can be spoken against (blasphemed) (Matt 12:31-32). 

3. The Holy Spirit is called God by comparing the following scriptures: 

a. Isa 6:8-9 compared to Acts 28:25. 

b. Jer 31:33 compared to Heb 10:15. 

c. Acts 5:4 compared to Acts 5:3. 

 

Conclusion: 

I. Evidence concerning the existence of God is found in creation and in God's word. 

A. The very existence of the universe speaks of a creator and a designer. 
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1. God is the creative force (cause) behind the existence of the universe and all life 
in it (effect), and is the designer of the intricate working of everything from the 
micro-organism to solar systems. 

2. The Bible also affirms we can see and understand God's divine attributes and 
power in the universe He created (Psa 19:1; Rom 1:18-21). 

 

II. The Godhead – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

A. The term Godhead speaks of that which is divine (deity, the divine nature, or divine 
essence) and is found in the New Testament (Acts 17:29; Rom 1:20; Col 2:9). 

1. The plural nature of the one God is affirmed in both the Old Testament and New 
Testament. 

a. The Father is called God (Eph 4:4-6). 

b. The Son (Jesus) is called God (John 1:1-3, etc.). 

c. The Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:-4). 

B. The divine nature (deity) of Jesus Christ is affirmed throughout the Bible. 

1. Scripture confidently affirms the equality of God the Father and Jesus Christ the 
Son (John 1:1-5; 5:18; 10:30-38; 20:28; Phil 2:6; etc.). 

C. The divine nature (deity) of the Holy Spirit is also affirmed in scripture. 

1. He has all the attributes of being a person. 

2. He is a person equal with the Father and Son (Matt 28:18-20). 

3. And He is identified as God (Acts 5:3-4; etc.).  


