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Basic Bible Principles 

The historicity of Jesus 

Lesson Three 
 

 

I. Did Jesus of Nazareth ever live, or was He merely a myth?  

A. Christianity stands or falls on the existence and deity of Jesus Christ. 

1. Some religions, both ancient and modern, require no historical basis because 
they depend on ideas or philosophies rather than actual historical events. 

2. Christianity is not one of these. 

a. The historical records concerning the historicity of Jesus are either true or 
false. 

b. It false, Christianity must be rejected. 

c. If true, Jesus is the Son of the Living God and the Lord and Savior of all 
humankind who will someday judge the world in righteousness (Acts 17:30-
31; Psa 9:7-8; 96:13; 98:9).  

 

II. If Jesus of Nazareth was a historical person there must be historical evidence affirming 
His existence. 

A. The definition of historical person: 

1. A person recorded in the annals of history as having had a permanent and 
lasting impact on humankind. 

2. Someone who intervened in the history of humankind and whose existence is 
documented by the independent historical records. 

a. The records must be written by known reputable historians who wrote from 
an independent, objective, and impartial viewpoint. 

B. Believers in Jesus Christ offer the Bible as evidence. 

1. Skeptics, however, claim this is merely ad hoc evidence – evidence created after 
the fact to address questions about the historicity of Jesus. 

a. They claim the myth of Jesus was created in the middle-to-late first-century 
AD, and the New Testament was written at a later time to support that myth 
as being truth. 

b. They also claim fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah 
were fabricated in the New Testament to give credibility to the assertions that 
Jesus was the Christ. 
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C. So, is there independent (non-biblical) historical evidence affirming Jesus of 
Nazareth actually lived? 

1. To claim Jesus Christ was a real person there must be sufficient independent 
historical evidence to support that claim. 

2. Do such historical records exist today? The answer is "Yes!" 

3. However, we must admit skeptics have attempted to discredit the credibility of 
these historical records, and in some cases, have actually denied these sources 
are speaking of the Jesus of the Bible. 

 

III. Attempts to discredit the reliability of historical records. 

A. For centuries atheists and skeptics have denied the historicity of Jesus. 

1. Nineteenth-century German historian Bruno Baur is said to be the founder of the 
"Jesus Myth Theory." 

a. He alleged Jesus was "the mental invention of a few second-century 
Christians who were influenced by Greco-Roman philosophy" (especially 
Stoicism1). 

b. While some first-century Christians were influenced by this philosophy, the 
apostle Paul addressed this false belief, condemning it as "self-imposed 
religion" (Col 2:20-23).  

2. John Remsburg an early twentieth-century skeptic was willing to admit that 
Jesus of Nazareth may have existed, but not the Jesus of the Bible. 

a. "Jesus of Nazareth, the Jesus of humanity, the pathetic story of whose 
humble life and tragic death has awakened the sympathies of missions, is a 
possible character and may have existed; the Jesus of Bethlehem, the Christ 
of Christianity, is an impossible character and does not exist."2 

3. Dan Barker, a denominational preacher-turned-atheist, claimed the person 
Jesus never existed. 

a. "The Gospel stories are no more historical than the Genesis creation 
accounts are scientific. They are filled with exaggerations, miracles, and 
admitted propaganda. They were written during a context of time when myths 
were being born, exchanged, elaborated, and corrupted, and they were 
written to an audience susceptible to such fables. They are cut from the 
same cloth as other religions and fables of the time. Taking all of this into 
account, it is rational to conclude that the New Testament Jesus is a myth."3 

  

                                      
1
 Stoicism: an ancient Greek (Hellenistic) philosophy founded in the third-century BC in Athens by Zeno of Citium. Stoics 

believed all emotions should be repressed (becoming indifferent to pleasure or pain) because such destructive emptions 
resulted in errors in rational judgment. Pain or hardship must be endured without a display of feelings and without 
complaint. Self-denial of pleasure and expressions of joy are fundamental to stoicism. 
2
 John E. Remsburg, The Christ, New York: Truth Seeker Co., 1909). 

3
 Dan Barker, Losing Faith in Faith, p. 378. 
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4. Timothy Freke and Peter Gandy, in their book The Jesus Mysteries, wrote: 

a. "We have become convinced that the story of Jesus is not the biography of a 
historical Messiah, but a myth based on perennial pagan stories. Christianity 
was not a new and unique revelation but actually a Jewish adaptation of the 
ancient pagan mystery religions. This is what we have called The Jesus 
Mysteries Thesis…"4 

5. Marshall J. Gauvin, another skeptic, wrote: 

a. "Not only has the divinity of Christ been given up, but his existence as a man 
is being more and more seriously questioned. Some of the ablest scholars of 
the world deny that he ever lived at all."5 

B. Those who argue against a historical Jesus claim: 

1. There are uncanny parallels between pagan stories in the ancient world and the 
stories of Jesus. 

a. They claim there are ancient novels from that period where the hero is 
condemned to the cross and even crucified, but he escaped and survived the 
ordeal. 

2. No credible sources outside the Bible say Jesus existed. 

a. Those denying any reliable outside sources claim Josephus and Tacitus, 
who are often quoted as mentioning a historical Jesus, also thought Hercules 
was a true historical figure – believing Hercules actually existed. 

3. The apostle Paul never referred to a historical Jesus. 

a. They claim Paul didn't see an actual Jesus, but only "a heavenly vision of 
Jesus."  

b. Furthermore, Paul's alleged "conversion by this religious experience" does 
not support the claim that a real Jesus, as the Son of God, ever existed.  

C. Let's examine historical sources to see if there is any credible evidence supporting 
a historical Jesus. 

1. The most credible sources are hostile sources – historical records that mention 
Jesus in a negative or derogatory manner. 

2. These sources were not written to give credence to His existence.  

a. The opposite is true. They rejected His teachings and reviled Him.  

3. Therefore, we can appeal to these sources without anyone claiming they are 
biased in favor of Jesus. They are not. 

 
  

                                      
4
 Timothy Freke and Peter Gandy, The Jesus Mysteries, p. 2. 

5
 Article: "Did Jesus Christ Really Live," www.infidels.org 
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IV. Testimony from hostile historical sources.  

A. Suetonius, Roman historian (c. AD 69-122). 

1. The historian Suetonius made several references to early Christians in his work 
Lives of the Twelve Caesars, including a reference to Christ.  

a. A statement in Divus Claudius 25 concerns the tensions within the Jewish 
community in Rome over claims that Jesus was the Messiah. 

(1). This ultimately led Claudius to expel all Jews from Rome in AD 49 
(including Jewish Christians). Rome did not make distinctions between 
Jews and Christians at this time in history, and would have seen these 
disturbances as Jewish. 

(2). Suetonius wrote: 

(a). "Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of 
Chrestus6 he expelled them from Rome."7 

(b). The original Latin version reads: "Iudaeos impulsore Chresto 
assidue tumultuantis Roma expulit." 

(3). This event is also recorded by the apostle Paul (Acts 18:2). 

b. In Nero 16 Suetonius refers to a series of rulings by Nero to restore public 
order, one of which specifies the punishment of Christians. These 
punishments are generally dated to around AD 64, the year of the Great Fire 
of Rome. 

(1). In this passage Suetonius describes Christianity as a "superstition" (as 
did his contemporaries Tacitus and Pliny). 

2. Suetonius affirms two things: 

a. Disturbances in the Jewish community of Rome were caused by the 
followers of Chrestus or Chresto (Christ) – followers who openly proclaimed 
Jesus was the Messiah. 

b. Jesus Christ is a historical figure of such importance that He and His 
followers are mentioned by one of Rome's greatest historians. 

B. Tacitus, Roman historian (c. AD 56-117). 

1. Tacitus was a member of the Roman upper class with a formal education. He 
held several high positions under different emperors including Nerva and Trajan. 

2. His famous work, Annals, was a history of Rome written approximately AD 115. 

3. In Annals he told of the Great Fire of Rome that occurred in AD 64. Nero was 
suspected as having deliberately ordered the city set on fire. Tacitus wrote: 

                                      
6
 There are many early manuscripts that give different spellings of Christ, namely Chresto, Cherestro, Cresto, Chrestro, 

Cheresto, Christo, including a vast majority of the oldest and most trustworthy manuscripts from the 9th to the 13th 
century (including the codex Sinaiticus, c. AD 330-360). 
7
 This does not mean Jesus was personally responsible for the disturbances in Rome, but that they were caused by the 

followers of Chrestus (Chresto) who claimed He was resurrected from the dead. 
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a. "Nero fabricated scapegoats – and punished with every refinement and 
notoriously depraved Christian (as they were popularly called). Their 
originator, Christ, had been executed in Tiberius' reign by the governor of 
Judea, Pontius Pilatus. But in spite of this temporary setback the deadly 
superstition had broken out afresh, not only in Judea (where the mischief had 
started) but even in Rome."8 

4. Critics claim the mention of Christ by Tacitus lacks credibility because he also 
believed Hercules was a real historical person.9 This claim is based on the 
following: 

a. "They say that Hercules, too, once visited them; and when going into battle, 
they sing of him first of all heroes. They have also those songs of theirs, by 
the recital of which ("baritus," they call it), they rouse their courage…"10 

b. However, Tacitus did not claim he believed the mythological Hercules was a 
real man. He was simply reporting what others said about Hercules.  

c. In fact, the statement by Tacitus concludes: 

(1). "These statements I have no intention of sustaining by proofs, or of 
refuting; every one may believe or disbelieve them as he feels 
inclided."11 

(2). Tacitus was simply affirming the existence of these beliefs, leaving the 
option to either believe or reject them. 

5. What we know of Tacitus is that he despised Christians and their Christ. He 
considered Christianity to be a "deadly superstition." 

6. However, his testimony affirms two things: 

a. The religion based on belief in Jesus Christ was important enough to record 
in Roman history. 

b. Jesus Christ was a historical figure of such importance that He attracted the 
attention of a Roman emperor. 

C. Pliny the Younger, Roman governor (c. AD 61-113). 

1. In approximately AD 110-111 Pliny was sent by the Roman emperor Trajan to 
govern the region of Bithynia. While there Pliny corresponded with the emperor 
concerning a serious problem. 

a. "Having never been present at any trials of the Christians, I am unacquainted 
with the method and limits to be observed either in examining or punishing 
them."12 

b. "In the meanwhile, the method I have observed toward those who have been 
denounced to me as Christians is this: I interrogated them whether they were 

                                      
8
 Tacitus, Annals, 15.44. 

9
 The same claim is made regarding Josephus. 

10
 Tacitus, Germania, chapter 3. 

11
 Ibid. 

12
 Pliny the Younger, Epistle of Pliny to Trajan, X. 96. 
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Christians; if they confessed it I repeated the question twice again, adding 
the threat of capital punishment: if they still persevered, I ordered them to be 
executed."13 

2. Pliny used the term "Christian" or "Christians" seven times in his letter, affirming 
it was an accepted term that the Roman Empire and its emperor would 
recognize.  

3. Pliny also used the name "Christ" three times to refer to the originator of the 
"sect" as he called it. He noted that those who had professed Christianity: 

a. "…affirmed, however, the whole of their guilt or their error, that they were in 
the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang 
in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a 
solemn oath not to do any wicked deeds…"14 

4. The historical documents penned by Pliny affirmed that Christians, believing in 
Jesus Christ, multiplied so quickly that they were considered a threat to the 
Roman Empire. 

D. Lucian, Greek satirist and novelist (c. AD 125-180). 

1. Lucian of Samosata was a Syrian Greek who was contemptuous of Christians. 
He wrote several books, including: The Passing [or Death] of Peregrinus, and 
Alexander the False Prophet. 

2. His writings of Lucian were intended to attack the beliefs of Christians which he 
viewed as disingenuous, naive, or superstitious.  

a. "The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day – the distinguished 
personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that 
account… You see, these misguided creatures start with the general 
conviction that they are immortal for all time, which explains their contempt of 
death and voluntary self-devotion which are so common among them; and 
then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are all 
brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of 
Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live after his laws. All this they 
take quite on faith, with the result that they despise all worldly goods alike, 
regarding them merely as common property."15 

3. This reference reveals several key things: 

 Christians worshipped "a man" – "the distinguished personage who 
introduced their novel rites" – an actual historical person, and not a myth. 

 Christians worshipped Jesus who was crucified for what He taught. 

 The followers of Jesus believed His teachings. 

 Early Christians did not fear death and were devoted to Jesus Christ. 

 They taught when one was converted he received "eternal life." 

 Christians deny all other gods and worship Jesus, living only by His laws. 

                                      
13

 Ibid. 
14

 Ibid. 
15

 Lucian, The Passing of Peregrinus 
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 The followers of Jesus lived by faith – they believed that Jesus was the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God. 

 Early Christians did not place any permanent value on acquiring "worldly 
goods." 

4. Why would a noted Greek satirists like Lucian devote his time and energy to 
maligning Christians and "their original lawgiver" if he did not believe Jesus was 
"a man" (an actual historical person) who was crucified because of His 
teachings? 

E. Other hostile historical witnesses to the historicity of Jesus. 

1. Celsus, a pagan philosopher of the second-century AD. 

a. In his attack against Christianity16 Celsus argued that Jesus was born under 
questionable circumstances bring the illegitimate son of a Roman soldier 
named Panthera.  

b. Celsus claimed that as Jesus grew, He deceived many by declaring He was 
God. Celsus charged that because of this deception Jesus' own people killed 
him, and that His resurrection was a deception. 

c. However Celsus never questioned the historicity of Jesus. 

2. Porphyry of Tyre (c. AD 233), a Greek-educated philosopher. 

a. Porphyry wrote fifteen books against the Christian faith. In one of his books17 
he contended that magicians in the pagan world exhibited greater powers 
than Christ. 

b. His argument turned out to be an inadvertent concession of the existence 
and power of Jesus. 

F. There is sufficient evidence from these sources for believing Jesus Christ existed 
and was recognized as an actual historical person by the highest officials in the 
Roman government. 

1. Skeptics claim these hostile Roman sources were merely recording hearsay 
evidence from those who believed in Jesus was the Christ. One critic wrote: 

a. "Everything that has been recorded of the Jesus of history was recorded for 
us by men to whom he was Christ the Lord; and we cannot expunge their 
faith from the records without making the records themselves virtually 
worthless. There is no Jesus known to history except him who is depicted by 
his followers as the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the world."18 

2. There is no evidence to support this claim. In fact, all of the available evidence 
says otherwise.  

a. If Jesus did not exist these renowned Roman historians would not have 
included in the official annals of history (to be preserved for posterity) facts 

                                      
16

 Celsus, True Discourse, (oldest extant mss. c. AD 178) 
17

 Porphyry of Tyre, Life of Pythagoras. 
18

 Francis Beare, The Earliest Records of Jesus, p. 62 
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that were told to them by a notorious tribe of "mischievous," "depraved," 
"superstitious" misfits. 

3. The testimony of hostile Roman witnesses never depicted Jesus as the Son of 
God or the Savior of the world. 

a. They denied His deity, and described Jesus as a man like any other. 

b. Even though they denied the truth of who Jesus was, their records clearly 
documented that He was.  

 

V. Testimony from hostile Jewish writings. 

A. The Jewish Talmud – consisting of the Mishnah and the Germara. 

1. The Mishnah was a book of Jewish law and traditions codified by Rabbi Judah 
around the year AD 200.  

a. It is known as the "whole code of religious jurisprudence."  

b. Jewish rabbis studied the Mishnah and even wrote commentaries based 
upon it known as the Gemaras. 

2. The Mishnah and Gemares are known collectively as the Talmud. The first 
complete Talmud surfaced around AD 200-300.  

a. If someone as influential as Jesus existed in Palestine during the first 
century, Jewish rabbis would have had something to say about Him. 

b. Anyone who openly defied the religious leaders of His day would be 
mentioned among the opinions of those rabbinical leaders. 

c. Historian and Christian Apologists, F.F. Bruce, wrote: 

(1). "According to the earlier Rabbis whose opinions are recorded in these 
writings, Jesus of Nazareth was a transgressor in Israel, who practiced 
magic, scorned the words of the wise, led the people astray, and said 
that he had not come to destroy the law but to add to it. He was hanged 
on Passover Eve for heresy and misleading the people. His disciples, of 
who five are named, healed the sick in his name."19 

3. Bruce's quote summed up several statements contained in the Jewish writings 
known as the Sanhedrin Tractate.  

a. This document dealt with questions of jurisdiction, criminal law and 
punishment, and guided the Sanhedrin (the council of seventy one Jewish 
advisers in Judea during the Roman period) in all matters of civil and criminal 
law. It was finally codified toward the end of the second-century AD.  

4. In the Sanhedrin Tractate, Jewish leaders wrote: 

a. "On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged (Jewish term for crucifixion). 
For forty days before the execution took place, a herald went forth and cried, 

                                      
19

 Bruce, New Testament Documents – Are They Reliable, 1953, p. 102 
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'He is going forth to be stoned because he had practiced sorcery and enticed 
Israel to apostasy… But since nothing was brought forward in his favor he 
was hanged on the eve of Passover" (Shachter, 43a).20 

5. First-century Judaism did not accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  

a. Yet it saw Jesus as a real person from a literal city known as Nazareth, and 
recorded for future generations crucial facts about His life and death. 

B. Josephus, Jewish historian and friend of the Roman emperor Vespasian. 

1. Josephus was born into a Jewish upper class priestly family (c. AD 37). His 
education in biblical law and history would have been the best of his day. At age 
nineteen, he became a Pharisee. 

2. When the Jews rebelled against Rome (AD 66), Josephus commanded Jewish 
forced in Galilee. 

a. After losing most of his men, he surrendered to the Romans. 

b. Josephus found favor with the Roman general Vespasian by predicting 
Vespasian would soon become emperor. That prediction came true. 

c. When Vespasian was inaugurated in AD 69 he left the job of finally subduing 
the Jewish rebellion to his son Titus. 

3. After the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, Josephus assumed the family name of the 
emperor (Flavius) and settled in Rome. His Jewish contemporaries saw him as a 
traitor to the Jewish nation. 

4. During his later years Josephus wrote Antiquities of the Jews (c. AD 93-94) in 
which he mentioned the name Jesus twice. 

a. "And there arose about this time Jesus, a wise man, if indeed we should call 
him a man; for he was a doer of marvelous deeds, a teacher of men who 
received the truth with pleasure. He led away many Jews, and also Greeks. 
This man was the Christ. And when Pilate had condemned him to the cross 
on his impeachment by the chief men among us, those who had loved him at 
first did not cease; for he appeared to them on the third day alive again, the 
divine prophets having spoken these and thousands of other wonderful 
things about him: and even now the tribe of Christians, so named after him, 
has not yet died out."21 

5. Josephus also wrote that "Ananus" (Annas the High Priest) brought before the 
Sanhedrin: 

a. "…a man named James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, and 
certain others. He accused them of having transgressed the law, and 
condemned them to be stoned to death."22  

6. Critics deny the reliability of these sections of Antiquities.  

                                      
20

  The Babylonian Talmud , transl. by I Epstein (London: Soncino, 1935), vol. III, Sanhedrin 43a, p. 281. 
21

 Antiquities, 18:3:3. 
22

 Ibid. 20:9:1. 
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a. Skeptics claim they are simply a "Christian interpolation" (statements placed 
into the writings of Josephus by Christian writers at a later date).  

(1). However, there is no evidence to support that claim.  

(2). All existing Greek manuscript of Josephus' work contains these 
disputed comments.  

(3). Those comments are also found in both Hebrew and Arabic versions 
(even though the Arabic version differs slightly, it still affirms the 
existence of these disputed sections). 

b. Critics also claim early Christian writers (Justin Martyr, Tertullian, and 
Origen) never quoted from Josephus to defend their belief in Jesus Christ. In 
fact, Origen claimed Josephus did not believe Christ to be the Messiah. 

(1). However, Eusebius (fourth-century writer), in his Ecclesiastical History 
(1:11), quoted Josephus regarding Christ, including the disputed 
sections. Eusebius had access to writings of Josephus that were even 
more ancient than those now available. 

(2). Furthermore, there are at least two reasons why other early church 
fathers did not mention Josephus in their writings: 

(a). Antiquities was not completed until about AD 93, and it is doubtful 
there would have been many copies of Josephus' work in 
circulation during the second and third century.  

(b). The early church fathers were more likely to quote scripture – 
especially Old Testament prophecy to support their claims that 
Jesus was the Christ. These church fathers would not rely on 
some human source to affirm the deity of Jesus. 

c. Critics also claim Josephus (an unbeliever) would never say "this man was 
the Christ" or "if indeed we should call him a man."  

(1). It might be unlikely, but it is not beyond the realm of possibility.  

(2). There are many reasons why Josephus would have written those 
statements. He could have been speaking sarcastically, or simply 
stating these are the claims made by the followers of Jesus. 

(3). Other historians denied the deity of Jesus, yet wrote complementary 
things about Him. The nineteenth-century French historian Ernest 
Renan openly denied Jesus was the Son of God, but wrote: 

(a). "This sublime person, who each day still presides over the destiny 
of the world, we may call divine… In him was condensed all that is 
good and elevated in our nature."23 

7. Critics also claim Josephus, like Tacitus, wrote about the mythical Greek figure 
Hercules, indicating he believed Hercules to be a real historical figure. 

                                      
23

 Renan, The Life of Jesus. 
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a. In the cited reference Josephus is not claiming he believed Hercules was a 
real person, but was merely quoting Alexander Polyhistor (called Alexander 
of Miletus), a Greek scholar who lived in the first half of the first-century BC. 

(1). "How the nation of the troglodytes [Midianites, etc.] were derived from 
Abraham by Keturah. That from Surim was the land of Assyria 
denominated; and that from the other two (Apher and Japbran) the 
country of Africa took its name, because these men were auxiliaries to 
Hercules, when he fought against Libya and Antaeus; and that Hercules 
married Aphra's daughter, and of her he begat a son, Diodorus; and that 
Sophon was his son, from whom that barbarous people called 
Sophacians were denominated."24 

(2). Josephus also cites different historians who compared Nebuchadnezzar 
to Hercules. 

b. Contrary to the claims of skeptics, Josephus was merely citing the historical 
sources of those who did believed these mythical Greek characters were real 
persons. He recorded history, but did not express his own personal belief 
that Hercules was an actual person. 

8. Regardless of the criticism, the fact remains that the Jewish historian Josephus 
wrote about a man named Jesus who actually lived in the first century. 

C. From non-Christian writings like Josephus, the Talmud, Tacitus, and Pliny the 
Younger we can conclude: 

1. Jesus was a Jewish teacher. 

2. Many believed he performed healings and cast out demons. 

3. He was rejected by the Jewish authorities. 

4. He was crucified under Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius. 

5. His followers believed He was resurrected from the dead, and spread their 
beliefs so that by AD 64 there were multitudes Christians in Rome. 

6. All kinds of people – men, women, slave, and free – worshipped Jesus Christ as 
God during the latter half of the first century and into the centuries following. 

 

VI. Testimony from patristic witnesses25 (writers who believed in the deity of Christ and 
lived from the end of the first-century AD into the eighth century). 

A. They were not regarded by their contemporaries as being inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. 

1. However, these writers were known as the early church Fathers because they 
were held in high regard by other Christians and were influential leaders among 
Christians. 

                                      
24

 Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book I, chapter 15.1. 
25

 The word patristic comes from the Latin pater meaning father. 
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B. Notable patristic witnesses. 

1. Polycarp, an early Christian (c. AD 69-155) and a disciple of the apostle John. 

a. He wrote several letters, including one known as The Epistle to the 
Philippians (not Philippians in the New Testament). In this epistle Polycarp 
mentioned Jesus at least eleven times, saying Jesus "suffered even unto 
death." Polycarp also quoted several commandments and remarks from 
Jesus. 

b. Polycarp was burned at the stake for refusing to denounce his faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

2. Irenaeus, another early patristic writer (c. AD 120-202), noted several interesting 
things about Polycarp.  He wrote: 

a. "For I have a more vivid recollection of what occurred at that time than of 
recent events… so that I can even describe the place where the blessed 
Polycarp used to sit and discourse – his going out, too, and his coming in – 
his general mode of life and personal appearance, together with the 
discourses which he delivered to the people; also how he would speak of his 
familiar intercourse with John, and with the rest of those who had seen the 
Lord; and how he would call their words to remembrance. Whatsoever things 
he had heard from them respecting the Lord, both with regard to His miracles 
and His teaching, Polycarp having thus received (information) from the 
eyewitnesses of the Word of Life, would recount them all in harmony with the 
Scriptures." (Irenaeus) 

3. Other notable patristic writers. 

a. Justin Martyr (c. AD 100-165). 

b. Clement of Alexandria (c. AD 150-215). 

c. Tertullian (c. AD 160-215). 

d. Origin (c. AD 185-253). 

4. Each of these men, and others from the same time period, wrote extensively 
about Jesus Christ, the church He established, and Christians. Their writings 
offer added testimony to the historicity of Christ. 

 

VII. Testimony from the inspired writers of the New Testament. 

A. Liberal scholars have tried to relegate the New Testament books to the second-
century AD (or later). 

1. They claim these documents are productions of unknown authors and cannot be 
regarded as reliable sources of historical information. 

2. But it is interesting to note that even some radical theologians have conceded 
there is very strong evidence supporting the claim that the original manuscripts 
date to the first-century AD. 
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B. Even in the face of persecution from Jewish and Roman authorities, these inspired 
men never wavered in their beliefs that Jesus existed, died on the cross, and was 
resurrected from the dead. 

1. They boldly proclaimed the deity of Jesus Christ because they were actual 
eyewitnesses to His life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension (Acts 1:4-11; 
2:22-24, 32; cf. 1 Cor 15:1-8).  

2. They were arrested and imprisoned, beaten, persecuted into the farthest 
reaches of the Roman Empire, and eventually suffered death – all because they 
believed in the deity of Jesus Christ, and boldly preached it wherever they went. 

3. The apostle John, who was said to be closer to Jesus than any other disciple, 
wrote the following in his gospel: 

a. "And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in 
His name." (John 20:30-31)  

b. "And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were 
written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the 
books that would be written." (John 21:25)  

 

Conclusion: 

I. Consider all the evidence. 

A. There should be no doubt in anyone's mind regarding the historicity of Jesus Christ. 

1. Credible documented historical sources affirm that Jesus was a real person who 
lived during the early first century. 

2. This documented historical evidence come from a diversity of sources: 

a. Evidence from hostile witnesses (both Roman and Jewish). 

b. Evidence from the patristic writers. 

c. And evidence from the inspired apostles. 


