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Basic Bible Principles 

The inspiration of God's Word 

Lesson Four 
 

 

I. The Bible is the divinely inspired word of God. 

A. The Bible definition of inspiration. 

1. The Hebrew word for inspiration (Heb. hm*v*n= neshamah) appears only once in 

the Old Testament book of Job (Job 32:8) and is translated inspiration (KJV) or 
breath of the Almighty (in other versions).  

a. The word inspiration is defined as "a puff, i.e. wind, angry or vital breath, 
divine inspiration, intellect..."1 

2. There are four key New Testament passages concerning inspiration (2 Tim 3.16-
17; Heb 1.1-2; 2 Pet 1.20-21; John 14.25-26).  

a. The phrase "inspiration of God," from the Greek Theopneustos,2 is a 
combination of Theos, meaning "God," and the root word pneu, meaning "to 
breathe hard."   

b. Literally, "inspiration of God" means "God-breathed" – affirming the origin of 
scripture is God, not man. 

(1). 2 Timothy 3.16-17 speaks of the message, or the writing (graphē), of 
divine inspiration. 

(2). Hebrews 1:1, 2 Peter 1:20-21, and John 14:25-26 speak of the divinely 
inspired men (apostles or prophets) who spoke or wrote the message. 

c. Therefore, the entire process of inspiration includes both the man and the 
writing.   

3. The doctrine of plenary3 inspiration says the Bible was written by men who were 
permitted to exercise their own personalities and literary talents, yet wrote under 
the guidance and control of the Holy Spirit. 

a. The result is that every word of the original documents is a perfect and error-
free record of the exact message God desired to give to man. 

b. Since plenary means "full, complete extending to all parts," it is easy to see 
why the apostle Paul affirmed scripture is "given by inspiration of God" (2 Tim 
3:16).  

                                      
1
 Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: Job 32:8 "breath of the Almighty" 

2
 Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: 2 Timothy 3:16 "inspiration of God" 

3
 Plenary means "full, complete extending to all parts." Plenary inspiration affirms that all parts of the Bible were inspired 

by God (God-breathed). 
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c. The apostle Paul also affirmed the Thessalonians received the word, not as 
the words of men, but for what it was – the word of God (1 Thes 2:13). 

B. The process of inspiration: 

1. God spoke to men and prophets in "various ways" (Heb 1:1-2). 

a. Through angels (a theophany4), as He did to Abraham (Gen 18) and Lot 
(Gen 19). 

b. In dreams or a "vision by night" (Dan 7:1). 

c. Through visions, as He did with Isaiah and Ezekiel (Isa 1:1; Ezek 1:1; 8:3; 
11:24; 43:3). 

d. In an audible voice (1 Sam 3). 

2. Process of inspiration explained (Eph 3:1-5): 

a. God conveyed His will to mankind through the process of "revelation." 

b. The Holy Spirit is the one through whom God revealed His will to His holy 
apostles and prophets. 

c. God's holy apostles and prophets wrote or spoke the things revealed to them 
by the Holy Spirit. 

d. The things revealed to God's holy apostles and prophets were recorded in 
the Bible. 

e. When we read in the Bible the things written or spoken by the holy apostles 
and prophets we can understand God's will. 

(1). This assumes we read with the same attitude as that of the Bereans 
(Acts 17:11). 

3. Conclusions about inspiration: 

a. God is the cause of inspiration.  

(1). The process of revealing God's word to mankind originated with God 
and is authorized by God, even though it is expressed by men. 

b. The Holy Spirit is the medium of inspiration. 

(1). The Holy Spirit is the one who was the intermediary between God and 
man in revealing God's word through the process of inspiration. 

c. Apostles and prophets are the agents of inspiration. 

(1). They are the ones through whom God spoke. The word of God was 
spoken or written by men of God whom He used to convey His 
message to mankind.   

 

                                      
4
 Theophany, from the Ancient Greek (ἡ) Θεοφάνεια - Τheophaneia (meaning "appearance of God"), refers to the 

appearance of a deity to a human, or to a divine disclosure. (J.T.Burtchaell, "Theophany", in New Catholic Encyclopedia, 
2nd ed., 2003, 13:929). 
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C. Views concerning methods of inspiration: 

1. Mechanical inspiration: suggests the apostles and prophets merely took dictation 
directly from God.  

a. This view ignores the fact that the Bible contains stylistic differences and 
differences in expression between those who spoke and wrote God's word.   

b. "Differences of vocabulary, syntax, interests and human objectives are very 
observable from book to book, unmistakably marking it as the product of 
human writers. A mechanical view of dictation to man in a vacuum simply 
does not accord with the actual facts of scripture or of human personality."5 

2. Thought inspiration: contends it is not the words, but the thoughts or ideas that 
God inspired.   

a. This says God put the thoughts or ideas into the minds of the apostles and 
prophets, allowing each to explain those thoughts in their own words.   

b. If apostles and prophets expressed God's thoughts or ideas in their own 
words, how can we claim the Bible is really God's word?   

c. If God allowed apostles and prophets to choose words they felt best 
expressed God's intentions, how can we be sure the Bible is infallible or 
authoritative?   

3. Verbal inspiration: claims all the words written in scripture are God-breathed (2 
Tim 3:16).   

a. God, through the Holy Spirit, guided the writers of scripture in the choice of 
words that were in keeping with the writer's personality and their cultural and 
educational background. 

b. Therefore, the Bible is the inerrant word of God expressed through the words 
of men who were guided by the Holy Spirit in the choice of those words (2 
Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:20-21). 

 

II. Is the Bible the word of God, or does it merely contain the word of God?  

A. Critics claim the Bible contains the word of God, but that doesn't mean the Bible is 
God's word. 

1. This implies the Bible is merely the written record of oral beliefs or oral traditions 
handed down from one generation to the next. 

a. It is true that during the Patriarchal Age (pre-literary age) God spoke to the 
fathers (patriarchs) like Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. 

2. But the record of the patriarchs (Genesis) and the rest of the books written by 
Moses (Genesis through Deuteronomy) were inspired by God – they are the 
word of God. 

                                      
5
 Geisler and Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible, pp. 44-45. 
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a. Moses spoke and wrote through inspiration (Psa 103:6-7; Mal 4:4; Heb 8:5; 
Acts 7:44; John 5:46; Acts 3:22; Mark 12:26; cf. 2 Pet 1:21). 

3. "Thus says the Lord" occurs over 400 times in the Old Testament. 

B. Claiming the Bible merely contains the word of God raises the issue of subjectivity. 

1. If the Bible contains the word of God but is not the word of God, then which parts 
of the Bible are the word of God and which are not? 

a. Who is to judge what is and what is not inspired?  

b. By what standard would such judgments be made? 

C. How much of the Bible is inspired? Both the message and the words  

1. The Old Testament: 

a. It is not just the message that God gave by inspiration, but even the words of 
scripture (Exo 24:4; Isa 8:1; Jer 26:2). 

b. God even gave the prophets the exact words they were to speak (2 Sam 
23:2; Jer 1:9; Ezek 2:7). 

2. The New Testament: 

a. Jesus said that which was written in the Old Testament spoke of Him (Luke 
24:27, 44; John 5:39; Heb 10:7). 

b. The New Testament identified the written record as the "oracles of God" 
(Rom 3:2; Heb 5:12). 

c. The apostle John even pronounced a curse on all who would add to or 
subtract from the "words of the prophecy of this book" (Rev 22:18-19). 

d. Even the words spoken by men like the apostle Paul were given by 
inspiration (1 Cor 2:11-13).  

D. However, this does not mean we should regard everything in the Bible as truth. 

1. The Bible records lies, bad advice, and false charges. For example: 

a. Satan's lie (Gen 3:4), Rahab's lie (Josh 2:4), and the lies of Ananias and 
Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10). 

b. The terrible advice given by Job's wife (Job 2:9). 

c. The erroneous claims by Jobs friends, contending he brought his calamity on 
himself (Job 4:7-8; 8:20; 11:14-17) by abandoning God (Job 15:4; 22:23).  
Neither was true. 

2. Through inspiration God even recorded the lies, bad advice, false claims, and 
false teachings. But they were written for a purpose. 

a. They were included in scripture to warn us and to teach valuable lessons 
(Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11). 

b. Therefore, every word in the Bible is inspired of God (God-breathed) and is in 
the scriptures by God's design and for God's purpose 
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III. The inspired word of God is also unique. 

A. The Bible is unique in its origin. 

1. The Bible was written over a span of 1,500 years (over 40 generations) by 
approximately 40 men from every walk of life – including kings, peasants, 
philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars, etc. For example: 

a. A political leader, educated in the greatest institutes of learning in Egypt 
(Moses); a fisherman (Peter); a herdsman (Amos); a military commander 
(Joshua); a cupbearer (Nehemiah); a high-placed government official 
(Daniel); a doctor (Luke); a king (Solomon and David); a tax collector 
(Matthew); and an up-and-coming rabbi (Paul). 

2. The scriptures were written in different places, at different times, and in different 
moods, such as: 

a. In the wilderness (Moses); in a palace (Daniel); behind prison walls (Paul); 
while in exile on the isle of Patmos (John). 

b. In time of war (David); in time of peace (Solomon). 

c. Some written from the heights of joy, others from the depths of sorrow and 
despair. 

3. The Bible was written on three continents and in three languages. 

a. It was written in Middle-east, Africa (Ezekiel) and Europe (Paul). 

b. It was written in: 

(1). Hebrew: the language of the Old Testament (called "the language of 
Judah" in 2 Kgs 18:26-28, and "the language of Canaan" in Isa 19:18). 

(2). Aramaic: the common language of the people until the time of 
Alexander the Great (6th century BC – 4th century BC). 

(3). Greek: the New Testament language (international language at the time 
of Christ). 

4. Its subject matter includes hundreds of controversial topics.  

a. Yet, the Bible's authors wrote with complete harmony and continuity from 
Genesis to Revelation. 

b. There is one unfolding story: God's redemption of man. 

5. The Bible is written with a great variety of literary types. 

a. Historic. 

b. Legal (civil, criminal, ethical, ritual, sanitary). 

c. Poetic. 

d. Parables and allegories. 

e. Biography, narrative, personal correspondence, prophecy, etc. 
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B. The Bible is unique in its circulation, translation, and survival. 

1. The Bible has been read by more people and published in more languages than 
any other book in history. 

a. In November 2014 the full Bible had been translated into 531 languages, 
and 2,883 additional languages have at least some portion of the Bible. 

2. The Bible has survived through persecution and criticism. 

a. The Bible withstood attacks of its enemies as no other book in the history of 
man.  

(1). Many have tried to burn it, ban it, and outlaw it from the days of the 
Roman emperors to present-day Islamic countries.  

(2). And yet the Bible still exists and is still read all around the world – even 
under threat of death by simply having it in one's possession. 

b. Skeptics have tried to discredit and refute the Bible for centuries.  

(1). No other book has been dissected and maligned more than the Bible. It 
has been the target of philosophers, scientists, free-thinkers, and false 
religions.  

(2). But the Bible is still loved by millions, read by millions, and studied by 
millions. 

 

IV. The Bible is the word of God: 

A. It is all-sufficient and needs no revisions. 

1. 2 Timothy 3:16-17: 

a. Every moral, ethical, or spiritual good God requires of us to be holy, and 
every good work or duty God demands of us as servants of Christ is revealed 
in scripture.   

b. Scripture is able to make the man of God complete (lacking nothing and 
having a special ability to accomplish a given task) and thoroughly equipped 
(completely furnished) to accomplish every good work. 

c. Scripture is profitable (useful or advantageous) for doctrine (teaching or 
instruction), for reproof (reprimand), for correction (restoration to an upright 
state), and for instruction in righteousness (training in the only lifestyle 
acceptable to God). 

2. Jude 3: 

a. In the Greek, the definite article the preceding faith points to the one and only 
faith: the faith. 

b. It is the sum of what Christians believe (the gospel), and we are commanded 
to accept none other (Gal 1:6-9; 11-12). 

c. The faith has been delivered once for all. 
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(1). The word once (Gr. hapax) refers to something done for all time, with 
lasting results, never needing repetition. 

(2). Everything God wanted us to know as a body of truth has been 
delivered once for all time. There will be no additional or new revelation. 

d. The word delivered in this context indicates an act completed in the past with 
no continuing element. 

(1). The faith was not discovered by men, nor handed down from men, but 
delivered (given) to men by God through the Holy Spirit (through 
inspiration) and recorded once for all time in the scriptures. 

(2). The Bible is the final and complete body of truth for all men and for all 
time.   

B. The Bible is timeless. 

1. The Bible is the final inerrant (error-free) product of God revealing His will to 
apostles and prophets who spoke and wrote His words.   

2. God continues to speak today through the same writings of these holy men of 
God who were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

3. Therefore, the Bible is not only divinely inspired, it is divinely authoritative – it is 
the only divinely inspired authoritative standard by which all things must be done 
to be pleasing to God. 

 

Conclusion: 

I. The Bible is trustworthy. 

A. The Bible is unique (unlike any other book in the history of man). 

1. Imagine how impossible it would be for a book to be written over a period of 
1,500 years by more than 40 men from every walk of life, all writing on 
controversial issues, and yet all wrote in such a manner that there is perfect 
harmony and continuity from beginning to end. 

2. Although the Bible has been dissected and maligned by every critic, it remains 
today as the most read book in the history of the world.  

B. Every word in the scriptures, inspired by God (God-breathed), is there by His design 
and for His purpose. 

1. The Bible makes this claim (2 Tim 3:16). 

a. Paul affirmed that he spoke in words taught by the Spirit (1 Cor 2:13). 

b. The New Testament refers to the written record as the "oracles of God" (Rom 
3:2; Heb 5:12). 

2. Jesus said what was written in the Old Testament spoke of Him (Luke 24:27, 44; 
John 5:39; Heb 10:7). 
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a. The New Testament constantly equates the "Word of God" with the Old 
Testament scriptures (Matt 21:42; Rom 15:4; 2 Pet 3:16). 

b. Jesus said not even the smallest part of a Hebrew word or letter could be 
broken (Matt 5:18). 

3. Writers were even told "Do not diminish a word" (Jer 26:2). In fact, John 
pronounced a curse upon all who would add or subtract from the "words of the 
prophecy of this book" (Rev 22:18-19). 

C. The scriptures reveal the faith once for all delivered, and are profitable for reproof, 
rebuke, correction and instruction in righteousness.   

1. Everything in the Bible is there for a purpose – every teaching, principle, 
illustration, or example has a divine purpose. 

2. The truths revealed in scripture are complete and will never require future 
revisions.   

D. The Bible not only reveals the mind of God to us, it also reveals the will (purpose or 
desire) of God for us. 

1. If everything in the Bible has been revealed for a purpose, it is our duty to know 
and understand that purpose. 

a. We must know the will of the Lord (Eph 5:17). 

b. We must do His will (Eph 6:5-6; 1 John 2:17). 

2. Since we are expected to know and do God's will, He has provided us with an 
inerrant standard of authority by which we can determine God's will. 

a. That standard of authority is the Bible – the word of God. 

b. It is now our responsibility to learn how to accurately handle (rightly divide) 
God's word to understand His will and apply it properly (2 Tim 2:15).  

 


