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Basic Bible Principles 

Internal and External Evidence for Inspiration 

Lesson Five 

 

I. How can we be sure todays Bible is the complete, divinely inspired, inerrant 

(infallible), eternal word of God? 

A. The Bible is both true and trustworthy. 

1. The word inerrant (or inerrancy) does not appear in the Bible. But like the 

doctrine of the triune nature of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) the 

inerrancy of the scriptures is taught throughout (Psa 19:7-11; 117:2; 119:160; 

2 Cor 2:13; Gal 1:6-9; 1 Pet 1:22-23; 2 Pet 3:1-2). 

a. Jesus said God's word is truth (John 17:17). 

b. The Hebrew writer affirmed the reliability of God who is always true and 

faithful – we can have confidence in His promises (Heb 6:18). 

2. God is omnipotent (having all power) – there is nothing He cannot do (Jer 

32:17). 

a. God created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1). Since God has that 

amount of power what makes us think He does not have the power to 

preserve His word? 

(1). Despite efforts through the centuries to destroy the word of God, it 

remains to this day. 

b. If we cannot have confidence that the Bible today is the complete and 

infallibly inspired word of God, we cannot have confidence in God or in His 

existence. 

c. Would God give us scripture to completely equip us for every good work 

and not also preserve the integrity and infallibility of that scripture? (2 Tim 

3:16-17) 

d. Would God deliver the faith once for all time and not also preserve the 

faith once for all time? (Jude 3) 

B. The Bible has survived centuries of tremendous assault and persecution and yet 

has survived intact. 

1. Arthur W. Pink, a Bible historian, writes: 
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a. "When we bear in mind the fact that the Bible has been the special object 

of never ending persecution the wonder of the Bible's survival is changed 

into a miracle… For two thousand years man's hatred of the Bible has 

been persistent, determined, relentless, and murderous. Every possible 

effort has been made to undermine faith in the inspiration and authority of 

the Bible, and innumerable enterprises have been undertaken to consign it 

to oblivion. Imperial edicts have been issued to the effect that every known 

copy of the Bible should be destroyed, and when this measure failed to 

exterminate and annihilate God's Word, then commands were given that 

every person found with a copy of the Scriptures in his possession should 

be put to death. The very fact that the Bible has been so singled out for 

such relentless persecution causes us to wonder at such a unique 

phenomenon." 

2. The Roman emperor Diocletian issued a royal edict in AD 303 in which he 

demanded every copy of the Bible be burned. 

a. He killed so many Christians and destroyed so many Bibles that when 

Christians briefly remained silent and kept in hiding, Diocletian thought 

that he put an end to the Bible.  

b. He had a medal struck with the inscription: "The Christian religion is 

destroyed and the worship of the [Roman] gods restored."  

c. However, a few years later Constantine came to the throne and made 

Christianity the state religion.  

3. Today there is a concentrated effort to discredit the Bible as being the word of 

God.  

a. The news media, TV, film companies and book publishers have been 

viciously attacking the credibility of the Bible. 

b. The Discovery Channel, History Channel, National Geographic, and news 

media like CNN are continuously running documentaries all claiming to be 

scientific and factual examinations of the Bible.  

(1). However, each program is presented with an anti-God bias meant to 

destroy belief in the authenticity, inerrancy, infallibility, and reliability 

of the Bible. 

(2). They offer pseudo-scientific and pseudo-archeological/historical 

"evidence" to raise doubts about the Bible. 

(3). And yet, every doubt raised, and every question left unanswered has 

already been answered decades ago by biblical scholars, 
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archeologists, and historians, and even today by approximately 40 

percent of all working scientists who acknowledge they are believers. 

C. While some evidence supporting the reliability of the Bible is subjective, the 

Christian needs to know there is objective evidence1 that the Bible is inspired of 

God and has been infallibly preserved? 

1. There is objective internal and external evidence for believing the Bible is 

inspired and trustworthy. 

a. Internal evidence is based on the accuracy of fulfilled prophecy.  

b. External evidence is based on bibliographical,2 historical, archeological, 

and scientific accuracy.  

 

II. Internal evidence. 

A. Fulfilled Old and New Testament prophecy. 

1. The fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy in the New Testament testifies to 

the reliability of the Bible.  

a. It is one undeniable proof that the Bible can stand the test of time. It has 

been 100 percent accurate 100 percent of the time. 

b. According to the Old Testament, a prophet who speaks for God must be 

100 percent accurate (Deut 18:21-22). 

2. Biblical scholars estimate there are approximately 2,500 prophecies in the 

Bible.  

a. Every prophecy has been fulfilled, with the exception of those that speak 

of the final judgment at the end of time. 

b. There are over 350 prophecies alone about Jesus in the Old Testament. 

c. In his book Science Speaks, Peter Stoner shows the probability of one 

man fulfilling just eight of these 350 plus prophecies.  He writes: 

(1). "Suppose we take 1 in 10 to the 17th power in silver dollars and lay 

them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet 

deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass 

thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can 

                                      
1 Subjective evidence originates in the mind of a person to form opinions, interpretations, or preferences. It is entirely 
dependent on beliefs sincerely and firmly held. Objective evidence is external to a person and is not influenced by a 
persons, opinions, interpretations, or preferences. 
2 Bibliographical evidence examines the reliability of textual transmission from the original documents (manuscript 
evidence of reliability). 



 Lesson 5 – 4 

 

travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and 

say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting 

the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets would have 

had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true 

in any one man…"   

d. Stoner has further calculated that the odds of one man fulfilling 48 

prophecies would be 1 in 10 to the 157th power (that's 1 with 157 "0's" 

behind it).   

e. Now imagine the odds of one man fulfilling more than 350 Messianic 

prophecies.   

(1). A messianic impostor might have been able to engineer the 

fulfillment of a few of these prophecies, but the vast majority would 

be beyond his reach.   

(2). Jesus' sinless character, His miracle-filled ministry, and His 

resurrection from the dead could be accomplished by no one other 

than the Messiah.   

3. Here is just a small sample of more than 350 Old Testament prophecies 

fulfilled in Jesus Christ: 

a. Seed of a woman, virgin birth (Gen 3:15; Isa 7:14; Matt 1:18-23; Luke 

1:26-32; Gal 4:4-5) 

b. David's seed, reign on David's throne forever (2 Sam 7:12; 1 Chr 17:12-

13; Matt 1:1; Luke 1:32-33). 

c. Crucified, resurrected, ascend to heaven (Psa 22; Isa 53; Matt 27:32-56; 

Psa 16:8-11; Luke 24:1-12; Psa 110:1; Mark 16:19; Acts 2:22-36). 

d. The Christians High Priest (Psa 110:4; Heb 6:20; 8:1; 9:11-15) 

4. Fulfillment of other Old Testament prophecies. 

a. Prophecy concerning Cyrus, the Medo-Persian kings, who would rebuild 

Jerusalem and the temple (Isa 44:28; 45:1; Ezra 1:1-8).  

(1). Isaiah's prophecy was written over 100 years before Cyrus. 

b. The destruction of cities and empires: 

(1). Tyre: (Amos 1:9-10) fulfilled 400 years later by Nebuchadnezzar 

(2). Sidon: (Ezek 28:22-23) fulfilled approximately 200 years later by the 

Persians. 
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(3). Edom: (Obad 18-20; Jer 49:16) Edomites driven from their land by 

the Nabateans (Arabs) around 300 BC. By the end of the 1st century 

AD the Edomites fade from history. 

(4). Samaria: (Hos 13:16; Mic 1:6) fulfilled in 722 BC by Sargon, in 331 

BC by Alexander, and in 120 BC by John Hyrcanus. 

(5). Babylon: (Isa 13:19; 14:23) fulfilled over 100 years later, (Jer 25:11-

12) fulfilled approximately 50 years later. 

B. What does the fulfillment of prophecy prove? 

1. It proves prophets were able to prophesy of events before they occurred – 

often hundreds of years before the fulfillment. 

a. This could only be done by divine inspiration (Deut 18:22; Isa 46:9-10). 

 

III. External evidence. 

A. Manuscript evidence. 

1. There presently exist thousands of partial and complete manuscript copies of 

the New Testament (more than 24,000), including 5,300 known Greek 

manuscripts, over 10,000 Latin Vulgate and at least 9,300 other early 

versions. No other document of antiquity even begins to approach such 

numbers. 

a. For example, there are only 643 extant manuscript copies of Homer's Iliad 

(written c. 900 BC), the oldest of which dates to approximately 400 BC (a 

time span of 500 years between the original and the oldest copy). 

b. Compare that to over 24,000 extant copies of the New Testament, the 

oldest of which dates to the early second century AD – a time span of 

approximately 40 to 50 years between the original and the oldest copy. 

(See Comparison of Manuscript Evidence, p. 16 of this lesson) 

2. What about the lack of Old Testament manuscripts? 

a. The oldest Old Testament manuscript dated to AD 900 – a gap of 

approximately 1,300 years from the completion of the Old Testament 

(Malachi) and the oldest extant manuscript.  

(1). With the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (1947) that gap has now 

closed to less than 300 years. 

(2). The Scrolls are made up of some 40,000 inscribed fragments. From 

these fragments more than 500 extra-biblical books have been 



 Lesson 5 – 6 

 

reconstructed shedding light on the community at Qumran3 (including 

"Rules of the Community" and the "Manual of Discipline" as well as 

commentaries on the Old Testament scriptures). 

b. The biggest discovery was a complete manuscript of the Hebrew text of 

Isaiah. It is dated to around 125 BC, making it more than 1,000 years 

older than any Old Testament manuscript previously known. The impact of 

this discovery affirms the exactness of the Isaiah scroll (125 BC) with the 

Masoretic text of Isaiah (AD 900) 

(1). "Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only seventeen letters in 

question. Ten of these letters are simply a matter of spelling, which 

does not affect the sense. Four more letters are minor stylistic 

changes, such as conjunctions. The remaining three letters comprise 

the word "light" which is added in verse 11, and does not affect the 

meaning greatly. Furthermore, this word is supported by the LXX 

(Septuagint). Thus, in one chapter of 166 words, there is only one 

word (three letters) in question after a thousand years of transmission 

– and this word does not significantly change the meaning of the 

passage."4 

3. How can we be sure the Old Testament manuscripts are accurate?  

a. Scribes copying Old Testament manuscripts would follow a very exact 

process for ensuring the new manuscript was identical to the old. Once 

the new was verified as authentic and an exact copy of the original, the old 

copy was destroyed. Age of manuscripts was considered a disadvantage 

to Jewish scribes since those manuscripts could easily become defaced or 

damaged with time. A damaged or imperfect copy was immediately 

condemned as unfit for use. 

b. "A synagogue scroll must be written on the skins of clean animals, 

prepared for the particular use of the synagogue by a Jew. These must be 

fastened together with strings taken from clean animals. Every skin must 

contain a certain number of columns, equal throughout the entire codex. 

The length of each column must not extend over less than 48 or more 

than 60 lines; and the breadth must consist of thirty letters. The whole 

copy must be lined; and of three words be written without a line, it is 

worthless. The ink should be black, neither red, green, nor any other color, 

                                      
3 Qumran is a monastic Jewish community (possibly of Essenes) dating back to the time of John Hurcanus (c. 134-104 BC) and 
was occupied until it was destroyed by the Romans in AD 68. Located on a dry plateau about a mile from the northwestern 
shore of the Dead Sea, it is best known as the settlement nearest to the Qumran Caves were the Dead Sea Scrolls were hidden 
in caves cut into sheer desert cliffs, hundreds of feet above the ground. 
4 Maier, Paul L. First Easter. New York: Harper & Row, 1973 
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and be prepared according to a definite recipe. An authentic copy must be 

the exemplar, from which the transcriber ought not in the least deviate. No 

word or letter, not even a yod, must be written from memory, the scribe 

not having looked at the codex before him… Between every consonant 

the space of a hair or thread must intervene; between every new 

parashah, or section, the breadth of nine consonants; between every 

book, three lines. The fifth book of Moses must terminate exactly with a 

line; but the rest need not do so. Beside this, the copyist must sit in full 

Jewish dress; wash his whole body, not begin to write the name of God 

with a pen newly dipped in ink, and should a king address him while 

writing that name, he must take no notice of him."5 

c. Manuscripts that did not meet these strict regulations were condemned to 

be buried in the ground or burned.  

B. Historical accuracy. 

1. To be trustworthy the Bible must prove itself to be historically accurate. There 

is no room for historical errors. 

2. Does the Bible demonstrate historical accuracy? Yes! 

a. No science has affirmed the accuracy of the Bible more than archeology. 

b. Other than the Bible there has been no outside historical evidence that 

David, king of Israel ever existed, nor has there been any record 

concerning his lineage – the "House of David" (1 Sam 20:16; 1 Kgs 12:19-

20, 26; 2 Kgs17:21; 2 Chr 8:11; 21:7; Psa 30:1; 122:5; Isa 7:2, 13; 22:22; 

Luke 1:27). 

(1). In 1993 archeologists excavating at Tel Dan in northern Israel 

uncovered a broken slab (from a mid-8th century BC stela) in which 

an Aramean (Syrian) king claims to have defeated the "king of Israel" 

and the "king of the House of David." 

(2). Unfortunately, this inscription does not provide the names of the 

specific kings involved in this conquest, but most scholars believe the 

stela recounts a campaign of Hazael of Damascus in which he 

defeated both Jehoram of Israel and Ahaziah of Judah. 

(3). This is the first historical evidence outside of the Bible that David 

actually existed. 

  

                                      
5 Davidson, Samuel. Hebrew Text of the Old Testament. 2nd ed. London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 1859. 
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c. Skeptics once claimed the Hittites never existed. 

(1). Archeological discovery has not only show the existence of the Hittite 

people, but that the empire was vast – extending from present-day 

Turkey into regions of present-day Israel. 

(2). Archeological discovery has also shown close ties between certain 

Hittite kings and Egyptian pharaohs. 

d. Skeptics who once challenged the historical accuracy of Luke (gospel of 

Luke and Acts) now confirm Luke's accuracy in every respect. 

(1). Sir William Ramsay (1852-1916), a Nobel Prize winner and an 

atheist, set out to disprove the Bible claiming it was historically 

inaccurate. But after years of investigating Luke's record Ramsay 

concluded "This author [Luke] should be placed along with the very 

greatest of historians." Ramsay later shocked the intellectual world 

by declaring himself to be a Christian. In all, Luke names thirty-two 

countries, fifty-four cities, and nine islands without error. 

(2). Luke mentions "Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene" (Luke 3:1). Scholars 

questioned Luke's credibility because the only known Lysanias was a 

ruler of Chalcis (c. 40-36 BC). However an inscription dating to the 

time of Tiberius (c. AD 14-37) was discovered that names Lysanias 

as the "tetrarch of Abila" near Damascus. 

(3). Luke mentions that Paul was brought before Gallio, the proconsul of 

Achaia (Acts 18:12-17). At Delphi an inscription of a letter from 

Emperor Claudius was discovered which states "Lucius Junios 

Gallio, my friend and proconsul of Achaia" Historians date the 

inscription to AD 52 which corresponds to Paul's stay (AD 51). 

(4). Luke and Paul mention Erastus as a coworker of Paul and city 

treasurer of Corinth (Acts 19:22; Rom 16:23). In 1928 when 

archeologists excavated a Corinthian theater, they discovered an 

inscription that reads "Erastus in return for his appointment as a 

magistrate laid the pavement at his own expense." The pavement 

was laid in AD 50. 

(5). Luke mentions Paul was received by Publius, the leading citizen on 

the island of Malta (Acts 28:7). For years scholars have questioned if 

there ever was a man named Publius. Yet inscriptions were 

discovered on the island that names Publius as a "chief man." 
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3. Other Bible historical events supported by archeological finds: 

a. The campaign into Israel by Pharaoh Shishak (1 Kgs 14:25-26) is 

recorded on the walls of the Temple of Amun in Thebes, Egypt (13th 

century BC). 

b. The revolt of Moab against Israel (2 Kgs 1:1; 3:4-27) is recorded on the 

Mesha Stele (Moabite Stone, c. 840 BC), and is now in the Louver 

(discovered in 1868). 

c. The fall of Samaria (2 Kgs 17:3-6, 24; 18:9-11) to Sargon II (also called 

Shalmaneser), king of Assyria, is recorded on Sargon's palace walls (c. 

716 BC) and excavated (1842-1957). Many artifacts are in the Louver and 

the Oriental Institute in Chicago.  The palace was destroyed by ISIS 

(March 8, 2015). 

d. The defeat of Ashdod by Sargon II (Isa 20:1) is recorded on his palace 

walls. 

e. The campaign of the Assyrian king Sennacherib against Judah (2 Kgs 

18:13-16) is recorded on the Taylor Prism (689 or 691 BC) in the British 

Museum (discovered 1830). 

f. The siege of Lachish (701 BC) by Sennacherib (2 Kgs 18:14, 17) is 

recorded on the Lachish Reliefs dating to the 8th century BC (first 

excavated 1932-1938). 

g. The assassination of Sennacherib (681 BC) by his own sons (2 Kgs 

19:37) is recorded in the annals of his son Esarhaddon (Prism of 

Esarhaddon discovered in Nineveh, 1917). 

h. The fall of Nineveh as predicted by the prophets Nahum and Zephaniah 

(Nah 2:13-15; Zep 2:13-14) is recorded on the Cylinder of 

Nabopolassar (discovered 1921). 

i. The fall of Jerusalem (BC 586) to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (2 

Kgs 24:10-14) is recorded in the Babylonian Chronicles written between 

550-400 BC (discovered ca. 1887-1956), now in the British Museum. 

j. The captivity of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, in Babylon (2 Kgs 24:15-16), is 

recorded on the Babylonian Ration Records written between 595-570 BC 

(discovered ca. 1917). 

k. The fall of Babylon (539 BC) to the Medes and Persians (Dan 5:30-31), is 

recorded on the Cyrus Cylinder (discovered 1879), now in the British 

Museum. 
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l. Freeing captives in Babylon (c. 576 BC) by Cyrus the Great (Ezra 1:1-4; 

6:3-4) is recorded on the Cyrus Cylinder. 

m. The existence of Jesus Christ as recorded by Josephus (AD 37-100), 

Suetonius (AD 69-122), Tacitus (AD 56-117), Pliny the Younger (AD 61-

113), Lucian (AD 125-180), Celsus (AD 200), Prophyry of Tyre (AD 233), 

and the Talmud (ca. AD 200-300). 

n. Forcing Jews to leave Rome during the reign of Claudius (AD 41-54) (Acts 

18:2), as recorded by Suetonius (c. AD 69-122). 

4. The following is a partial list of cities mentioned in the Bible that have been 

verified by archaeologists. There are hundreds! This means that the Bible 

accurately reflects the locations and cities of ancient times. Here are just a 

few: 

a. Arad (Num 21:1; 33:40):  

(1). "Arad 30 km NE of Beersheba, excavated from 1962 to 1974 by Y. 

Aharoni and R. B. K. Amiran." (The New Bible Dictionary).  

(2). "The site consists of an upper mound or acropolis, where excavation 

has revealed an Iron Age (post thirteenth century BC)" (Harper's 

Bible Dictionary). 

b. Bethel (Amos 7:12-13):  

(1). "W. F. Albright made a trial excavation at Bethel in 1927. Albright 

then mounted a full excavation in 1934. His assistant that year, J. L. 

Kelso, continued the excavation in 1954, 1957, and 1960." (Harper's 

Bible Dictionary). 

c. Dan (1 Sam 3:20):  

(1). "The excavation of Dan began in 1966 under the direction of 

Avraham Biran." (Biblical Archaeology: A Generation of Discovery, 

1985, p. 42.).  

(2). "Formerly called Laish, it is mentioned in the execration texts, the 

eighteenth-century B.C. Mari tablets, and the records of the Egyptian 

pharaoh Thutmose III. It is identified with Tel Dan (modern Tell el-

Qadi) covering about 50 acres in the center of a fertile valley near 

one of the principal springs feeding the Jordan River...." (ibid). 

d. Hazor (Jos 11:1; Jer 49:28):  

(1). "This large Canaanite and Israelite city in upper Galilee was 

excavated under Yigael Yadin's direction from 1955 to 1958 and from 
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1968 to 1970." (Biblical Archaeology: A Generation of Discovery, 

1985, p. 40.). 

e. Heshbon (Jos 12:2):  

(1). "Excavations were undertaken by Andrews University from 1968 to 

1976.  (Harper's Bible Dictionary). 

f. Shechem and Joshua's Alter (Gen 12:6; 33:18): 

(1). "Excavations were carried out at Shechem, first by Austrian-German 

expeditions in 1913 and 1914, and again from 1926 to 1934, under 

several directors, and then by an American expedition from 1956 to 

1972… Excavation of the sacred area revealed a courtyard sanctuary 

and a later fortress temple dedicated to El-berith 'the god of the 

covenant.' This temple, which was destroyed by Abimelech, the son 

of the judge Gideon (Judges 9) has provided us with a date of the 

Judges' period." (Biblical Archaeology: A Generation of Discovery, 

1985, p. 40.).  

(2). "Most recently a structure identified as an Israelite altar has been 

excavated on the northeastern slope of Mt. Ebal. Dating to the 13th 

to 12th centuries BC, considered to be the time of Joshua, the altar 

suggests the possibility that it may be the altar built by Joshua and 

described in Deuteronomy 27, 28." (ibid). 

C. Scientific accuracy. 

1. Believers do not need science to prove our faith in the Bible. However, 

scientific evidence does offer additional proof that scientific fact (not scientific 

theories) confirms the Bible's account of God's wisdom and creative power. 

2. Some of these scientific facts were not proven to be true until centuries after 

they were recorded in the Bible. 

a. The "Science" section of the March 5, 1990 issue of Time magazine 

published an article, "Score One for the Bible."  

(1). It refuted the research of the late British archaeologist Kathleen 

Kenyon, who claimed that Jericho was destroyed 150 years before 

the Bible records the Israelites' destruction of the city. 

(2). Time also noted many facts consistent with the biblical story.  

B. Here is just a small sample the scientific truths found in the Bible. 

1. Centuries before Galileo (1564-1642) claimed the earth was round, the Bible 

declared, "It is God who sits above the circle of the earth. The people below 

must seem to Him like grasshoppers" (Isa 40:22). 
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2. Matthew Maury (1806-1873) is considered the father of oceanography.  

a. When he was bedridden during a serious illness, he asked his son to read 

to him from the Bible.  

b. While listening to Psalm 8:8 in the King James Version, Maury noticed the 

expression "paths of the seas."  

c. Upon his recovery, Maury went looking for these paths, and as a result, 

discovered the continental currents.  

d. Maury's book on oceanography is still considered a basic text on the 

subject and continues to be used in many universities. 

3. A Roman engineer named Marcus Vitruvius discovered the hydrologic water 

cycle in 30 BC.  

a. Yet this truth was fully revealed by Solomon to mankind in 1600 BC. The 

Bible records, "The rivers run into the sea, but the sea is never full. Then 

the water returns again to the rivers and flows again to the sea" (Eccl 1:7). 

4. The gravitational force from earth's orbit around the sun affirms: "God 

stretches the northern sky over empty space and hangs the earth on nothing" 

(Job 26:7). 

5. The depths of the oceans contain springs is confirmed by the Bible. "Have 

you entered the springs of the sea? Or have you walked in search of the 

depths?" (Job 38:16). 

a. For centuries, it was thought that oceans were fed only by rivers and rain. 

Yet in the 1970's, with the help of deep diving research vessels that are 

constructed to withstand 6,000 pounds-per-square-inch pressure, 

oceanographers discovered springs on the ocean floor. 

6. There are mountains at the bottom of the sea. "The waters surrounded me, 

even to my soul; the deep closed around me; weeds were wrapped around 

my head. I went down to the moorings of the mountains; the earth with its 

bars closed behind me forever; yet You have brought up my life from the pit, 

O Lord, my God" (Jonah 2:5-6).  

a. It was only during the last century that towering mountains and deep 

trenches were discovered in the depths of the ocean. 

b. On January 9, 2005 the nuclear sub USS San Francisco collided with an 

undersea mount while traveling at flank speed (maximum speed) at a 

depth of 525 ft. The submarine was almost lost. And of the ninety-eight 

crewmembers who were injured, only one died later of head injuries. 
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c. To date nearly 10,000 seamounts have been mapped in an area of the 

Pacific Ocean covering a total area of 8,796,150 km2. 

C. One of the most astounding scientific defenses of the Bible recently came from 

Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D., who was the director of the Human Genome 

Project.6 

1. In 2007, Collins sent a lengthy email to CNN detailing why he, as a scientist 

and former atheist, became a believer in God and Jesus Christ.  

2. Here is a portion of the email: 

a. "I am a scientist and a believer, and I find no conflict between those world 

views. 

 As the director of the Human Genome Project, I have led a consortium of 

scientists to read out the 3.1 billion letters of the human genome, our own 

DNA instruction book. As a believer, I see DNA, the information molecule 

of all living things, as God's language, and the elegance and complexity of 

our own bodies and the rest of nature as a reflection of God's plan. 

 I did not always embrace these perspectives. As a graduate student in 

physical chemistry in the 1970s, I was an atheist, finding no reason to 

postulate the existence of any truths outside of mathematics, physics and 

chemistry. But then I went to medical school, and encountered life and 

death issues at the bedsides of my patients. Challenged by one of those 

patients, who asked "What do you believe, doctor?" I began searching for 

answers. 

 I had to admit that the science I loved so much was powerless to answer 

questions such as "What is the meaning of life?" "Why am I here?" "Why 

does mathematics work, anyway?" "If the universe had a beginning, who 

created it?" "Why are the physical constants in the universe so finely 

tuned to allow the possibility of complex life forms?" "Why do humans 

have a moral sense?" "What happens after we die?"  

 I had always assumed that faith was based on purely emotional and 

irrational arguments, and was astounded to discover, initially in the 

writings of the Oxford scholar C.S. Lewis and subsequently from many 

other sources, that one could build a very strong case for the plausibility of 

the existence of God on purely rational grounds. My earlier atheist's 

assertion that "I know there is no God" emerged as the least defensible. 

                                      
6 Human Genome Project: was an international scientific research project with the goal of determining the sequence 

of chemical base pairs that make up human DNA. The project was completed in 2003 and has since aided medical 
science and research in finding cures for many diseases. 
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As the British writer G.K. Chesterton famously remarked, "Atheism is the 

most daring of all dogmas, for it is the assertion of a universal negative." 

 But reason alone cannot prove the existence of God. Faith is reason plus 

revelation, and the revelation part requires one to think with the spirit as 

well as with the mind. You have to hear the music, not just read the notes 

on the page. Ultimately, a leap of faith is required. 

 For me, that leap came in my 27th year, after a search to learn more 

about God's character led me to the person of Jesus Christ. Here was a 

person with remarkably strong historical evidence of his life, who made 

astounding statements about loving your neighbor, and whose claims 

about being God's son seemed to demand a decision about whether he 

was deluded or the real thing. After resisting for nearly two years, I found it 

impossible to go on living in such a state of uncertainty, and I became a 

follower of Jesus. 

 So, some have asked, doesn't your brain explode? Can you both pursue 

an understanding of how life works using the tools of genetics and 

molecular biology, and worship a creator God? Aren't evolution and faith in 

God incompatible? Can a scientist believe in miracles like the 

resurrection? 

 Actually, I find no conflict here, and neither apparently do the 40 percent of 

working scientists who claim to be believers." 

 

Conclusion: 

I. The Bible is true, trustworthy, inerrant, and divinely inspired. 

A. God, by His omnipotence, has faithfully and accurately preserved His word for all 

time. 

1. Despite the fact that the Bible has been the subject of unprecedented 

assaults for more than two thousand years, it still remains. 

2. The Bible is all-sufficient and once for all time delivered to mankind (2 Tim 

3:16-17; Jude 3). 

B. Both objective internal and external evidence exists to prove the Bible is 

trustworthy. 

1. Internal evidence includes the reliability of the Bible based on the accuracy of 

fulfilled prophecies. 

a. Old Testament prophecies have been 100 percent accurate 100 percent 

of the time. 
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b. More than 350 of the estimated 2,000 Bible prophecies concern Jesus 

Christ, and have all be fulfilled and recorded in the New Testament. 

c. But other prophecies such as Cyrus rebuilding the Jerusalem temple, and 

the destruction of cities and empires have also all been completely fulfilled 

– hundreds of years after those prophecies were made. 

2. External evidence includes the reliability of the Bible based on 

bibliographical,7 historical, archeological, and scientific accuracy. 

a. There are over 24,000 complete and partial manuscript copies of the New 

Testament. 

(1). Although there are few ancient copies of the Old Testament, the 

accuracy of those manuscripts is verified by the meticulous 

techniques Jewish scribes employed to copy it, and by the discovery 

of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

b. The biblical record is historically and archeologically accurate, and has 

been confirmed by nearly two centuries of archeological discoveries – and 

more are being found every year. 

c. And the Bible is unquestionably scientific accurate. 

(1). The Bible records facts about our earth and the universe that were 

written centuries, and even millennium before those facts were 

discovered and confirmed by modern scientific exploration and 

research. 

(2). It should come as no surprise that approximately 40 percent of all 

working scientists acknowledge they are believers in God and Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

  

                                      
7 Bibliographical evidence examines the reliability of textual transmission from the original documents (manuscript 
evidence of reliability). 
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Comparison of Manuscript Evidence 

Author Written Earliest Copy Time Span No. of Copies 

Caesar 100-44 BC AD 900 1,000 years 10 

Plato 427-347 BC AD 900  1,200 years 7 

Tacitus AD 100 AD 1,000  1,000 years 20 

Pliny AD 61-113 AD 850 750 years 7 

Suetonius AD 75-160 AD 950 800 years 8 

Herodotus 480-425 BC AD 900 1,300 years 8 

Sophocles 496-406 BC AD 1,000 1,400 years 100 

Euripedes 460-406 BC AD 1,100 1,500 years 9 

Demosthenes 383-322 BC AD 1,100  1,300 years 200 

Aristotle 384-322 BC AD 1,100 1,400 years 5 

Aristophanes 450-385 BC AD 900 1,200 years 10 
     

New Testament AD 45-96 AD 130* 40 years 24,000 

* The John Ryland manuscripts (in the Ryland Museum in London, England), contain portions of the gospel of John 

and date back to AD 130, approximately 40 to 45 years after the original manuscript was written around AD 85. 

 


