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Basic Bible Principles 

Learning the will of the Lord 

Lesson Six 

 

I. The importance of Bible study. 

A. Studying the Bible is the most important task we will ever face. 

1. Our eternal destiny depends entirely on whether we understand God's word, 

and whether we obey it (2 Cor 1:13; Col 1:9-10; Matt 7:21-23; John 12:46-48). 

a. God has done His part by providing us with the written word. 

b. It is now up to us to use the intellect God has given us to understand and 

obey His word. 

2. Ignorance is not an excuse. It never has been. Sins committed in ignorance 

have always required punishment. 

a. In the Old Testament (Lev 5:17; Ezek 3:18, 20). 

(1). David prayed to be forgiven from "secret faults" because he knew he 

was accountable for sins of ignorance (Psa 19:12).  

(2). If God overlooked sins of ignorance why did David pray to be 

cleansed from them? 

b. In the New Testament (Acts 17:30). 

(1). Jesus said there will be those in the judgment who honestly believed 

they had been faithful to the Lord (Matt 7:21-23). They committed 

lawlessness – even though it was done in ignorance. 

(2). Paul understood the sins he committed in ignorance would not be 

forgiven without the blood of Christ (1 Tim 1:12-16). 

c. The fool does not know the difference between right and wrong (Eccl 5:1; 

Jer 5:4), nor do those who have blinded their hearts to the truth (Eph 4:17-

19). 

3. The consequences of being ignorant of God's will (His doctrine) has 

devastating consequences. 

a. We will not reach spiritual maturity (Heb 5:12-14). 

b. We will be "carried about with every wind of doctrine" (Eph 4:14-15; 2 Pet 

3:17-18). 
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c. We will misuse and misapply the word – either intentionally or 

unintentionally (1 Tim 1:5-7; 2 Pet 3:15-16). 

d. We will not be obey what we do not understand (Acts 8:30-35; 2 Cor 1:13-

14). 

e. We will fall from our "steadfastness" and be "led away with the error of the 

wicked" (2 Pet 3:17-18). 

f. We will lose our souls if we do not obey it (2 Thes 1:6-10). 

4. Every apostasy the church has experienced throughout history has been the 

result of biblical ignorance.  

a. Those who were not adequately equipped to recognize error from truth did 

what seemed right in their own eyes (Jud 17:6; 21:25; Prov 12:15; 16:2; 

21:2; Isa 5:21). 

b. This has always been a problem with God's people (Hos 4:6). 

 

II. The need for Bible study. 

A. There are several fundamental truths we must understand. 

1. God is. 

a. Unless we believe God is and that He rewards those who diligently seek 

Him, there is no point in studying the Scriptures except for its intrinsic 

value (Heb 11:6).     

2. Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

a. He is also called "God" (John 1:1-3, 14), and is equal to God the Father 

(John 10:30-38; 20:28; Phil 2:5-11). 

3. The Bible is the divinely inspire word of God – the Spirit-given word. 

a. We must believe the Bible is God's communication to man, and came 

through the process of divine inspiration (2 Pet 1:20-21; 2 Tim 3:16-17). 

4. The Bible is inerrant. 

a. If God is true (Rom 3:4), and if the scriptures come from God, then the 

scriptures must also be true (Psa 119:160a; John 17:17). 

5. The Bible is complete and final. 

a. The scriptures as a body of truth are final and complete which rules out 

any latter-day prophecies, seers, or any other forms of new revelation 

(Jude 3; 2 Tim 3:16-17). 
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6. The Bible is capable of being understood. 

a. God's revelation is not only capable of being understood but must be 

understood.   

b. The word "revelation" means to "reveal, uncover, lay bare." Therefore, the 

divine truths contained in the Bible are meant to be uncovered so that any 

hidden or symbolic meaning may be clearly seen (Eph 3:1-5; 5:17). 

c. Therefore, since God's word can be understood it is imperative that we 

understand it alike (1 Cor 1:10). 

7. The Bible is authoritative and must be obeyed.   

a. God does not give us the luxury of simply ignoring His will, nor does He 

leave it to us which commands and precepts we will follow and which we 

will reject (2 Thes 1:6-10). 

b. We must obey it (Eph 6:5-6; 1 John 2:17). 

B. This is why we must study the word of God. 

1. We must "be diligent" to stand approved before God as one who handles the 

word of truth correctly (2 Tim 2:15). 

2. We must be capable of searching the scriptures to determine truth from error 

(Acts 17:10-11). 

3. We must be like Jesus and "teach the way of God in truth" (Luke 20:21). 

 

III. Fundamental principles for studying the Bible. 

A. Begin with an open mind and an open heart (Matt 13:13-15). 

1. Unless we approach a study of God's word with an open mind and open heart 

we will try to force the meaning of word to fit with our preconceived ideas. 

a. This is why so many did not believe in Jesus despite all the evidence 

proving He was the Son of God. 

b. He did not fit with their preconceived concepts about the Messiah. 

2. We will never learn what the word says if we study only to prove what we 

already believe (e.g. "proof-texting" – forcing the text to validate our beliefs). 

a. Do not allow prejudice to blind you to the true meaning of the scriptures (2 

Thes 2:10-12). 

b. Following the "dictates" of our own hearts is to reject God (Jer 9:13-16). 
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c. The thoughts and the ways of the people of Judah should have been the 

same as God's thoughts and ways, but they were not (Isa 55:8-9). 

3. We must be willing to honestly challenge our beliefs – to test them – to see if 

they conform to God's word.  

a. Bereans (Acts 11:17).  

b. Athenians (Acts 17:19-20, 32-34). 

4. Sincerely believing and practicing things that are not in keeping with God's 

word will still cause us to lose our souls. 

a. Paul (Saul of Tarsus) "lived in all good conscience" while persecuting 

Christians (Acts 23:1; 26:9-11).  

5. There is a difference between knowing the truth and obeying it – we must be 

"doers of the word and not hearers only" (Jas 1:22-25). 

B. Use a good Bible translation or version. 

1. Understand the difference between "form-driven" verses "meaning-driven" 

versions. 

a. A form-driven version places greater emphasis on the original (or 

"source") language by attempting to translate what was written word-for-

word. 

(1). This type of version attempts to retain the original meaning of the 

Greek and Hebrew, as well as the word order and grammatical 

structure, minimizing possible biases of the translator.   

(2). Some form-driven versions are awkward for the average reader since 

the emphasis is not on readability as much as on accurately 

translating the text from the source language into English.   

b. A meaning-driven version (including paraphrased versions) places greater 

emphasis on the language of the reader, making the text more readable 

and easier to understand. 

(1). This version attempts to capture the overall thought of the text and 

express it in natural, contemporary English. 

(2). These versions generally referred to as thought-for-thought 

translations.   

(3). In a meaning-driven version longer Greek sentences are often 

broken down into shorter English sentences.  Word order is often 

rearranged, and a particular Greek or Hebrew phrase may be 
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translated with a variety of contemporary English words depending 

on the context.   

2. Beware of paraphrased versions. 

a. Many paraphrased versions do not give a reliable translation of the 

original Greek and Hebrew.   

(1). These versions are not translated into contemporary English from the 

Greek or Hebrew, but merely rephrase the wording of an existing 

English version. 

(2). Paraphrased versions are known for taking great freedom in 

expressing the thought of the text, and for reflecting the biases of the 

translator. For these reasons paraphrased versions are generally 

rejected by serious Bible students as a sole source.   

3. Comparing form-driven, meaning-driven, and paraphrased versions. 

Form-Driven Meaning-Driven Paraphrased 

 
NASB         ESV         NRSV 
          NKJV       RSV 

 
NIV        NJB       JB        NLT 
        NAB      REB     NCV 

 
      JBP         LB       
             CEV       Message 
 

      More Literal  Less Literal       

 

a. Form-Driven: NASB (New American Standard Bible); NKJV (New Kings 

James Version); ESV (English Standard Version); RSV (Revised Standard 

Version); NRSV (New Revised Standard Version). 

b. Meaning-Driven: NIV (New International Version); NAB (New American 

Bible); NJB (New Jerusalem Bible); REB (Revised English Bible); JB 

(Jerusalem Bible); NCV (New Century Version); NLT (New Living 

Translation). 

c. Paraphrased: JBP (J.B. Phillips); CEV (Contemporary English Version); 

LB (Living Bible); Message (The Message). 

C. Spend time reading the word. 

1. Many begin with Genesis and get discouraged when they reach Leviticus or 

Numbers. 

2. Start with the New Testament. 

a. The gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) tells us who Jesus is and 

why He sacrificed His life. 



 Lesson 6 – 6 

 

b. The book of Acts gives a history of the beginning of the Lord's church and 

the spread of the gospel of Christ throughout the world. 

c. The epistles (letters) provide answers to essential questions (e.g. how to 

worship, how to live, how to remain faithful, how to prepare ourselves for 

the final judgment, why we are here, and where we go when we die). 

3. When reading the scriptures we will encounter: 

a. Words or customs we may not understand (consult a Bible dictionary, 

lexicon, or reliable commentary).1 

b. Questions regarding the meaning of a text (use a concordance to find 

other passages that speak of the same thing, or consult a reliable 

commentary). 

D. Meditate on (think about or contemplate) what you read. 

1. Meditation helps us understand God's commandments and precepts (Psa 

119:15, 34, 47-48). 

2. It gives us spiritual strengthen and stability (Psa 1:1-5).  

3. It provides spiritual enlightenment (Psa 119:17-18; 105). 

 

IV. Textual verses topical method. 

A. The textual method of Bible study (studying books of the Bible verse by verse): 

1. Begin with a preliminary survey of the book. 

a. Who is the author? To whom was it addressed? What is the historical 

setting of the text? What obstacles or challenges to faith and faithfulness 

did people face that lived during that time? 

(1). Some of these points can be obtained by reading the opening verses 

of the book. 

(2). A Bible dictionary or other aids will be helpful. 

b. What is the general theme (topic) of the book? 

(1). This can only be done by reading the book in its entirety. 

(2). Reading chapter headings in your Bible (if you have them) may also 

be helpful. 

                                      
1 Commentaries are simply the written opinions of studied men (scholars) who may or may not be giving a 
proper interpretation to the scriptures. Consulting several commentaries is a wise practice, but even then 
do not take a position that conflicts with what the Bible teaches on the same subject elsewhere. 
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(3). Limit yourself to the main topic(s) rather than focusing on minor ones. 

2. Prepare a brief preliminary outline of the book. 

a. For Old Testament books this may be challenging since many of them are 

lengthier than New Testament books. 

(1). If this becomes difficult use an outline of the book from other reliable 

sources. 

b. Books in the New Testament, especially the epistles (letters), generally 

have an introduction, the main body of the text, and a conclusion. 

3. An advanced study will require identifying specific topics in each chapter. 

a. Treat each topic as a separate study. 

b. Look up every word you do not clearly understand. 

c. Look for related words or topics in other passages of scripture (a 

concordance is essential). Since the Bible does not contradict itself, and 

since the Bible is the best commentary on the Bible, read and meditate on 

similar words, figures of speech, and doctrinal teachings found elsewhere. 

d. Make notes on each topic within your study, and then progress to making 

notes on each individual verse within that topic. 

4. A study of prophecy (Old Testament prophets and New Testament book of 

Revelation) is difficult, but not impossible to accomplish for the serious Bible 

student. 

a. More on studying prophecy later in this series of lessons. 

 

V. Most common mistakes in studying the Bible. 

A. Faulty approach:  

1. Preconception. 

a. This is the practice of assuming or presupposing something to be truth 

based on one's past beliefs. 

2. Prejudice. 

a. Prejudice is personal bias that leads the Bible student to "color" 

conclusions and interpretations based on one's own personal likes and 

dislikes, thus never arriving at a true meaning. 
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3. Close-mindedness. 

a. Refusing to consider the possibility that our understanding may be flawed. 

This is just the opposite of the "readiness" of mind for which the Bereans 

were praised (Acts 17:11). 

4. Wishful thinking. 

a. This is where one's wishes or desires for something to be truth are so 

strong that those desires cloud out all objectivity.  

B. Improper logic: 

1. Hasty generalizations. 

a. This is the fallacy of simply jumping to erroneous conclusions, or drawing 

broad sweeping conclusions that may have no relevance or that may be 

completely unrelated.     

2. False analogy. 

a. The mistake here is comparing events or teachings that are dissimilar, but 

assuming that because they share some common characteristics they are 

alike in all respects.  

3. Missing the Point. 

a. Assuming a conclusion is true based on an unproven or assumed 

premise. 

4. Traditions. 

a. This is the fallacy of believing something to be true because it is "the 

teaching of the church" or what you have always been taught is true. 

5. Appeal to human authority. 

a. While we can gain insights from scholarly sources, the wise student of the 

Bible also recognizes those sources to be human and fallible. 

6. Appeal to the popular. 

a. This assumes the majority is always right – which rarely, if ever, is true 

(Matt 7:13). 

7. Arguing from the silence of the scriptures. 

a. The claim "the Bible doesn't say you can't" disrespects God's silence. 

Authority cannot be determined simply based on what the Bible does not 

say – only on what God authorizes in scripture (1 Pet 4:11). 
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b. However, arguing from the silence of the scriptures can also be done by 

assuming something is unlawful simply because the scriptures are silent. 

This fallacy ignores matters of expediency – things for which there is no 

specific command, example, or necessary inference or conclusion, but 

which do not change or alter a command, example, or necessary 

conclusion (e.g. song leader and song books, Bible classes for all ages, 

multiple containers for fruit of the vine, worship more than once on the first 

day of the week, etc.). 

c. More on this topic in an upcoming lesson. 

 

Conclusion: 

I. Bible study must begin with the proper attitude. 

A. Our attitude about heaven will govern our attitude toward Bible study. 

1. We will desire: 

a. To be approved by God. 

b. To handle His word correctly. 

c. To know truth from error. 

d. To teach others "the way of God in truth." 

2. Failure to study the word will result in: 

a. Misusing or misapplying the word. 

b. Being carried away into false doctrine. 

c. Losing our souls – we cannot obey what we do not understand. 

B. One of the most fundamental approaches to Bible study is to use common 

sense. 

1. Begin with an open mind and open heart. 

2. Spend time immersed in the word – establishing a regular practice of reading 

the word. 

3. Study from a reliable version of the Bible. 

4. Meditate on the things you have read – contemplate how these truths can 

enrich your life, make you a better person, and bring your closer to God. 

C. The way we approach a study of the Bible and the logic we use will allow us to 

learn the truth of God's word. 
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1. Preconceptions, prejudice, close-mindedness, and wishful thinking will cloud 

our understanding before we even begin a study. 

2. The same is true for being careless in the way we reason.  

a. Making hasty generalizations, false analogies, missing the point by 

making conclusions based on assumptions, interpreting everything in light 

of "church tradition" will make it impossible to understand God's word. 

b. The same is true of assuming "experts" are always right, or that following 

the majority is safe. 

c. We must also use great caution when making assumptions based on the 

silence of the scriptures. 

d. It is reckless logic to assume the silence of the scriptures always means a 

practice is unlawful.  

(1). Silence may indicate God has already specified what He desires – 

going beyond would be unlawful.  

(2). Silence may also indicate a practice is unlawful unless it can be 

shown that the practice does not change or alter what God has 

specified, does not offended someone's conscience, nor create 

disunity within the body of Christ. 

 


