
 Addendum to Lesson 7 – 1 

 

Basic Bible Principles 

Addendum to Interpreting the will of the Lord 

Lesson Seven 

 

I. Common figures of speech used throughout the Bible. 

A. Common figures of comparison. 

1. Simile: A simile involves an explicit comparison of two unlike things using the 
words "as" or "like."   

a. Examples include, "All we like sheep have gone astray" (Isa 53:6); "For as 
the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be" (Matt 24:27).  

2. Metaphor: A metaphor involves a direct or implied comparison of two unlike 
things.   

a. An example of this is the statement of David, "The Lord is my rock, my 
fortress and my deliverer" (2 Sam 22:3).   

b. The seven "I am" statements of Jesus in the Gospel of John are all 
metaphors:   

(1), "I am the bread of life" (John 6:35). 

(2). "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12). 

(3) "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go 
in and out and find pasture" (John 10:9). 

(4). "I am the good shepherd" (John 10:11). 

(5). "I am the resurrection and the life" (John 11:25). 

(6). "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). 

(7). "I am the true vine, and My father is the vinedresser" (John 15:1). 

B. Figures of association. 

1. Metonymy: In metonymy, the name of one person, object or concept is used 
to represent another because of an association or similarity between the two. 

a. An example is the statement of Jesus, "They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them" (Luke 16:29).  

(1). This is a metonymy, because "Moses and the prophets" stands for 
the writings of Moses and the prophets.   
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b. Jesus also employed metonymy in the institution of the Lord's Supper.   

(1). When Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, he gave it to the 
disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body" (Matt 26:26).  

(a). The unleavened bread represents His body.   

(2). Likewise, He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you" (Luke 22:20).  

(a). The "cup" (the contents of the cup) represents the blood of 
Christ that ratified the New Covenant.   

c. Other examples are found in Paul's writings.   

(1). In Romans Paul writes, "There is one God who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith" (Rom 
3:30).  

(a). In this metonymy, "circumcision" and "uncircumcision" is 
another way of saying "Jew" and Gentile."   

(2). In Ephesians Paul writes, "And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord" (Eph 5:18-19). 

(a). By metonymy, Paul's use of the phrase "be filled with the Spirit" 
(Eph 5:18) means to be filled with the power, influence and 
authority of the Spirit by letting "the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom" (Col 3:16).   

(b). By metonymy, "the Spirit" is used to represent "the word of 
Christ" because of the close relationship between the two – "the 
Spirit" revealed "the word of Christ" through the inspired 
apostles. To be filled with one is to be filled with the other. 

2. Synecdoche: In a synecdoche, a part is used for a whole, or a whole is used 
for a part.   

a. "For God so loved the world" (John 3:16).  

(1). The word "world" is used for the people in the world.  

b. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 Tim 3:16).   

(1). The words "All Scripture" is used for every part of Scripture. 

C Figures of humanization.  

1. Personification: Personification is a figure of speech which takes a human 
characteristic and applies it to an object, quality, or idea.  

a. An example from the book of Proverbs is the personification of "wisdom." 

(1). "Does not wisdom cry out, and understanding lift up her voice?" (Prov 
8:2).   
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b. Another example from the Sermon on the Mount is the statement, 
"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its 
own things" (Matt 6:34).  

2. Anthropomorphism: Anthropomorphism is a figure of speech which takes a 
human characteristic and applies it to God.   

a. Examples include, "Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My 
back; but My face shall not be seen" (Exo 33:23); or "He who touches you 
touches the apple of His eye" (Zech 2:8).  

3. Apostrophe: Apostrophe is a figure of speech in which an exclamation is 
addressed to an object as if it were a person.   

a. Jesus used this figure of speech when He said, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!" 
(Matt 23:37).  

D. Figures of illusion. 

1. Irony: Irony is an expression that denotes the opposite of what is meant by 
the words themselves.   

a. "And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, ‘Cry aloud, for 
he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or 
perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened’" (1 Kgs 18:27).  

b.  Paul also used irony in his epistles to the Corinthians.   

(1). "We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are 
weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are 
dishonored!" (1 Cor 4:10-11).  

2. Hyperbole: The psalmist wrote, "I am weary with my groaning; all night I make 
my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears" (Psa 6:6).   

a. Jesus also used hyperbole in the Sermon on the Mount.   

(1). "Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck out 
of your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?" (Matt 7:4). 

b. John, in his gospel. 

(1). "And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they 
were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that would be written" (John 21:25). 

E. Extended figures of speech. 

1. Parables: Parables are figures of comparison that often use short stories to 
teach a truth or answer a question.   

a. While the story in a parable may not actually happened, it is true to life, 
not a fairy tale.   

(1). Jesus frequently used parables in His teaching (see Mark 4:34) and 
used them in response to specific situations and challenges.   
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(a). His parables are drawn from domestic and family life as well as 
business and political affairs.   

(b). He used imagery that was familiar to His hearers to guide them 
to the unfamiliar.   

(2). Some of the parables were designed to reveal mysteries to those on 
the inside and to conceal the truth to those on the outside who would 
not hear (Matt 13:10-17; Mark 4:10-12).   

(a). This was especially true of the parables that related to the 
kingdom of God.   

(3). However, other parables like the parable of "The Good Samaritan" 
(Luke 10:25- 37) could be grasped by unbelievers. 

b. Parables have one central point; the details are not intended to call 
attention to themselves but to reinforce the single theme of the parable.   

(1). In most parables, assigning allegorical meanings to each of the 
details can lead to confusion and obscure the point.   

(2). The story parables (e.g., the good Samaritan, the prodigal son, the 
workers in the vineyard, the rich man and Lazarus, the wise and 
foolish virgins) are all designed to be clearly understood and 
immediately bring a response from the hearers.   

(3). It's been said, "The moment a parable is grasped, the point of the 
parable penetrates like the point of an arrow."   

(4). Nathan’s parable of the rich man who slaughtered the poor man’s 
lamb pierced David's heart the moment Nathan said, "You are the 
man!" (2 Sam 12:1-7).  

2. Allegories: While a parable is an extended simile, an allegory is an extended 
metaphor.  

a. The allegory of the vine and the branches in John 15, for example, 
develops the metaphors of Christ as the true vine (vs. 1, 5), the Father as 
the vinedresser (v. 1), and believers as the branches (v. 5).   

b. Allegorical stories have several points of comparison.   

(1). In John 10:1-18, the allegory of the good shepherd draws a point-by-
point comparison between a number of elements (the door of the 
sheepfold, the shepherd, the sheep, the thief, and the hireling) and 
corresponding spiritual truths.    

c. On rare occasions, the New Testament allegorizes Old Testament stories, 
such as Paul turning the story of Hagar and Sarah into an allegory of law 
and grace (Gal 4:21-31).  

F. Antithesis, symbols and typology. 

1. Antithesis: The word antithesis is from the Greek anti, meaning "against", and 
thesis, meaning "to set, or lay down."   
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a. Merriam-Webster's Dictionary1 defines antithesis as, "the rhetorical 
contrast of ideas by means of parallel arrangements of words, clauses, or 
sentences."   

b. This figure of speech allows us to understand the meaning of words, 
phrases or sentences by understanding words, phrases or sentences that 
are set in opposition.   

(1). For example, belief is the antithesis of unbelief.   

(2). We can understand all the causes of unbelief by understanding 
everything that leads to belief.  

c. Several examples of antithesis are seen in several of the teachings of 
Jesus in The Sermon on the Mount where He repeatedly told His 
audience, "You have heard that it was said... but I say to you" (Matt 5:21, 
27, 33, 24, 28, 39, 43, 44).   

d. Other examples include Paul's statements concerning the resurrection of 
the dead (1 Cor 15:42-44).   

2. Symbols: The word symbol is from the Greek sumbolon which literally means 
"to throw together with."   

a. Symbols are figures of representation in which one thing stands an 
emblem of another, or a literal object that conveys a lesson or truth.   

(1). The pillar of cloud and fire (Exo 13:21-22) symbolized God’s glory 
and presence among His people.   

(2). Blood symbolized the life of an animal or human (Lev 17:11; Deut 
12:23-25).   

(3). Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones (Ezek 37:1-14) symbolized the 
judgment and restoration of Israel.   

b. We must exercise great caution when interpreting symbols.   

c. Many symbols are interpreted, in part or in whole, by their inspired authors 
or by other inspired writers, such as the symbol of the image in Daniel's 
prophecy (Dan 2:27-45).   

d. For the rest, we must interpret the meaning of symbols in light of the 
condition of those to whom the symbols were given and what they would 
have best understood those symbols to mean (such as the Jews in 
Ezekiel's day who were longing to be restored to their land).   

e. The book of Revelation is almost entirely written with the use symbols. 

(1). We must not only interpret these symbols in light of conditions of 
Christians living in the regions of the seven churches of Asia, we 
must also interpret these in keeping with the general use and 

                                      
1 Merriam-Webster's Dictionary: Antithesis 
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understanding of similar symbols found in the prophecies of Old 
Testament prophets.  

3. Typology: This is the use of types and antitypes.   

a. The word type, from the Greek tupos, from tuptein, means "to strike."   

(1). It pertains to the mark or impression of that which was used to make 
the mark or impression.   

(2). When a signet ring or stamp is pressed into sealing wax the image 
created in the wax is the type while the signet ring or stamp is the 
antitype.   

(3). In the Bible, a type is a person, place, thing, or event that typically 
foreshadows a future person or event.   

b. The antitype is the person, place, thing, or event that the corresponding 
type foreshadowed.   

(1). Therefore, the antitype is always superior to the type.   

(2). For example, there are a number of Old Testament types that 
correspond to New Testament antitypes.   

(a). Melchizedek was a type of Christ who is the antitype (Gen 
14:18-20; Psa 110:4; Heb 7:1- 10).   

(b). The serpent lifted up in the wilderness was a type of Christ 
being lifted up on the cross, the antitype (Num 21:9; John 3:14).   

(c). The earthly tabernacle was "a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
things" (Heb 8:5).   

(d). The saving of Noah and his family in the Genesis flood is a type 
of salvation through baptism which is the antitype (1 Pet 3:18-
21).    

(3). It should be remembered that the relationship between types and 
antitypes generally point to only one meaning or relationship which is 
often explained in the Bible.   

(4). The most common misuse and misapplication of typology is to make 
every person, place, thing, or event in Scripture a type of something, 
or to force too many points of analogy between a type and its 
corresponding antitype.  

 

 


