
 Lesson 8 – 1 

 

Basic Bible Principles 

Authority and the will of the Lord 

Lesson Eight 

 

I. Civil authority. 

A. The primary definition of "authority" is: 

1. "The power to give orders or make decisions; the power or right to direct or 
control someone or something."1 

2. "The power to determine, adjudicate, or otherwise settle issues or disputes; 
jurisdiction; the right to control, command, or determine."2 

3. A world where there was no authority would be a world in chaos. 

a. Without someone having the authority to adjudicate or settle disputes, or 
the authority to impose laws for the protection of society, everyone would 
be a law unto themselves. 

B. This is why God has granted power to "governing authorities" (Rom 13:1). 

1. All "authorities" (governments) exist only by the approval and appointment of 
God. 

a. Resisting the ordinances of such authorities is to resist the ordinance God, 
since they exist with God's approval (Rom 13:2). 

2. We are required to submit to "governing authorities": 

a. Because they have been grated the power to administer judgment and 
justice – to "execute wrath on him who practices evil" (Rom 13:3-4). 

b. For "conscience sake" – as a matter of conscience, or of duty to God, 
because He has appointed these "authorities" for our good. 

3. Every Christian has the responsibility to honor and obey the just and 
righteous laws of the land (Eccl 8:2; Rom 13:7). 

a. The only exception is when "governing authorities" insist Christians obey 
laws that are in conflict with God's divine laws (Acts 4:5-20; 5:27-29). 

 

II. Divine authority. 

A. God created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1). 

1. By His divine power and authority, He simply spoke everything into existence 
(Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14-15, 20, 24). 

                                                           
1 Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
2 Dictionary.com 
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2. By His divine power, God created man and woman (Gen 1:26-27), and gave 
them dominion (authority) over all He created (Gen 1:29-31). 

3. By His divine authority, God gave man a simple command and a warning 
(Gen 2:16-17). 

B. God's divine power and authority was ignored. 

1. The man and woman whom God created purposely disregarded His authority 
by doing what He had specifically forbidden (Gen 3:6-7). 

2. Because of their deliberate sin of disobedience, God had no choice except to 
carry out His divine justice (Gen 3:16-24). 

3. Holy God cannot have fellowship with sin (1 John 1:5-6) because all sin is 
lawlessness – a complete disregard for God's laws (1 John 3:4). 

a. Anyone who disrespects or is indifferent toward the authority of God 
commits sin (Gk. anomia) – "…the condition of one without law – either 
because [he is] ignorant of it, or because [he is] violating it… contempt 
and violation of law, iniquity, wickedness"3 

b. They have done the opposite of what God either authorizes or forbids. 

c. Ignorance of God's law is not an excuse since we are expected to 
"understand what the will of the Lord is" (Eph 5:17). 

C. Other examples of the consequences of disobeying the authority of God. 

1. Cain. 

a. Cain and his brother Abel both offered sacrifices to God (Gen 4:3-4).  

b. God accepted Abel’s sacrifice, but rejected Cain’s (Gen 4:4b-5). 

(1). Abel’s sacrifice was accepted because it was offered by faith (Heb 
11:4). 

(2). Since faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom 10:17), we know 
Abel obeyed God’s instructions for offering the sacrifice. 

(3). Nothing is said about Cain's sacrifice being offered by faith. 

(4). Therefore, we can reasonably assume Cain's sacrifice was rejected 
because he did not follow God’s instruction. 

2. Nadab and Abihu. 

a. These two sons of Aaron acted without God’s authority, and were 
consumed by fire (Lev 1:1-2). 

b. They dared to perform a self-willed act of worship by offering "profane 
(strange) fire which the Lord had not commanded."  

(1). It seems they presented an incense offering at a time of day not 
authorized by God (Exo 30:8-9). 

                                                           
3 Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon 
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c. This serves as a constant reminder that God will not accept worship that is 
not in keeping with what He has specifically authorized. 

 

III. The divine authority of Jesus Christ. 

A. Christians are commanded to do everything "in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col 
3:17). 

1. The phrase "whatever you do in word or deed" includes what we say and do 
in the realm of the flesh (the world) as well as the spiritual realm (the church). 

2. The phrase "do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" describes doing whatever 
the Lord requires of us because of His divine authority. 

3. As Christians, we are under the authority of Jesus Christ to do what He 
requires, whether in the world or in His church. 

B. The Lord has the divine right to require or command us because He has been 
given all authority (Matt 28:18; John 17:1-2). 

1. This includes legislative (lawmaking), executive (law enforcement), judicial 
(law compliance) authority. 

a. Jesus Christ is God's lawgiver to the church today (Heb 1:1-2). 

(1). God put all things concerning the church under the authority 
(headship) of Jesus Christ (Eph 1:22; 4:15; Col 1:18; 2:9-10). 

(2). As the head of the church Jesus controls the body, and the body 
functions only as the head directs. 

b. Jesus Christ is also "King of kings, and Lord of lords" (1 Tim 6:13-16: Rev 
17:14; 19:15-16). 

(1). The Lord's church is an absolute monarchy with Christ as King (Eph 
1:19-23; Col 1:15-20). 

c. In the Lord's church we must comply with all He authorizes, and abstain 
from all He has not authorized – there are no exceptions. 

2. The Lord will retain His authority over all things to the church until the end of 
time (1 Cor 15:24-28). 

C. The authority of Jesus Christ stands in stark contrast to the authority claimed by 
uninspired men (Matt 15:1-14). 

1. The authority claimed by man: 

a. Presumes to release men from what God has bound (vs. 4-6). 

b. Makes for vain (empty) worship (vs. 8-9). 

c. Shall be rooted up (v. 13). 

d. Makes teachers blind guides of the blind (v. 14). 
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2. Jesus had complete respect for the Law of God (Law of Moses), but He did 
not keep those things that were clearly the traditions of the elders (such as 
washing hands in a special/ceremonial way before eating). 

D. Since Jesus has all authority and is head over all things to the church, He alone 
could give authority to His apostles. 

1. The apostles were given binding and loosing authority in the Lord's church 
(Matt 16:13-19). 

a. They had the authority in the Lord's church to impose new laws given by 
Jesus Christ, and the authority to release Christians from existing laws 
(e.g. The Law of Moses).  

b. This authority was given through the Holy Spirit whom Jesus sent to teach 
and guide His apostles into all truth (John 14:17, 26; 15:26; 16:13; Acts 
1:1-2; 1 Cor 2:7-10, 12-13; Eph 3:1-5). 

(1). They preached the commandments of God that were committed to 
them (Titus 1:1-3; 2 Cor 2:4-5; Rom 16:25-27; Acts 5:42). 

(2). They preached the gospel – the soul-saving gospel (Rom 1:16-17; 
2:16). 

2. Therefore, the church recognizes only the authority of Jesus Christ given 
through His apostles. 

a. All things we are commanded to do as Christians, including the limits of 
our liberties in Christ, have been given by the Lord through apostolic 
authority. 

b. No man or group of men has any authority to bind or loosen anything 
other than what has already been bound or loosed by apostolic authority. 

c. The only way we can properly demonstrate respect for the authority of 
Jesus Christ is to respect the authority of the apostles (John 13:20; 1 John 
4:6). 

3. The commandments of Jesus Christ given through the apostles are revealed 
in the New Testament. 

a. The scriptures are perfect and complete – all-sufficient (2 Pet 1:3; 2 Tim 
3:13-17; Jude 3). 

b. We are forbidden to go beyond the scriptures (Matt 7:21-27; Gal 1:6-8;  
2 John 9). 

c. We must follow the pattern given by the apostles (Phil 3:16-19). 

4. The method we use to settle questions (disagreements) in the church today is 
by doing what Christians did in New Testament times – they appealed to 
apostolic authority (Acts 15:1-31). 

a. To settle questions and disagreements we bring all matters before the 
same apostles today by complying with what they have already authorized 
in God's inspired word. 
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5. Following or preaching anything not given by apostolic authority will incur the 
wrath of God (Gal 1:6-9; 2 Thess 1:6-10; 1 Pet 4:17-18). 

 

IV. The importance of the authority of Jesus Christ. 

A. The authority of Christ governs our daily lives. 

1. When we were baptized we were raised to "walk in newness of life" (Rom 
6:4).  

a. Our new life in Christ is compared to that of a bondservant or slave (vs. 
18-22).  

(1). As such, we agreed to submit ourselves to the authority of Jesus 
Christ.  

(2). Servants do not pick and choose which of their master's commands 
they will obey and which they will disobey.  

b. This "newness of life" determines how we conduct ourselves: 

(1). In our daily walk (1 Pet 2:12). 

(2). In our moral conduct (Rom 1:18-32; Gal 5:19-21; 1 Cor 6:9-11). 

2. We must always remember "if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new" (2 Cor 5:17). 

B. The authority of Christ governs His church, including: 

1. The divinely authorized organization of the local church (Phil 1:1). 

a. The local congregation is the only working, functioning body or 
organization of individual Christians authorized in the New Testament. 

(1). There is no divinely authorized organization of Christians larger than, 
smaller than, or other than the local church. 

b. The local congregation functions under the oversight of its own elders – 
also called pastors, shepherds, bishops (Acts 14:23). 

(1). Elders must meet qualifications given by apostolic authority  
(1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). 

(2). Elders are limited by apostolic authority to exercise oversight to only 
the flock of God over which the Holy Spirit appointed them as 
overseers (Acts 20:28), or to the flock of God which is among them – 
the local congregation (1 Pet 5:1-2). 

(3). Elders are required by apostolic authority to "rule" (lit. "have authority 
over") and watch for the souls in the congregation over which they 
have been appointed (Heb 13:7, 17).  

(a). We are commanded by apostolic authority to follow their 
example and submit to them. 
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(4). Elders will also give an account for how they performed their 
responsibilities (Heb 13:17) 

c. Deacons (servants) selected to work under the oversight of elders must 
also meet qualifications given by apostolic authority (1 Tim 3:8-13). 

2. The divinely authorized worship of the local church. 

a. The New Testament provides apostolic authority for the local church to: 

(1). Partake of the Lord's Supper on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 
1 Cor 11:23-26). 

(2). Give as we have been prospered on the first day of the week (1 Cor 
16:1-2; 2 Cor 8:12; 9:6-7). 

(3). Teach and admonish one another by singing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs to the Lord (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). 

(4). Pray (Acts 2:42; 12:5; Eph 6:18). 

(5). Preach and teach the apostle's doctrine, and declare the whole 
counsel of God (Acts 2:42; 20:7, 27). 

3. The divinely authorized work of the local church. 

a. The local congregation has been given apostolic authority to: 

(1). Declare the word of the Lord (1 Thess 1:8).  

(2). Financially support those who preach the gospel of Christ (1 Cor 9:3-
14; 2 Cor 11:8-9; Phil 4:15-20). 

(3). Care for Christians in need (Acts 4:34-35; 6:1-7; 1 Tim 5:3-16). 

 

V. Since Jesus Christ has all authority and is head over the church, we must accept 
and obey His word. 

A. His word is the gospel of Christ (1 Cor 15:1-2) – the New Testament (New 
Covenant) (2 Cor 3:6; Heb 8:8, 13, 9:15; 12:24). 

1. Even though the word came by men (inspired men) it is not merely the word 
of men, but the word of God (2 Thess 2:13). 

2. Therefore, we must "not think beyond what is written" (1 Cor 4:6). 

3. Our responsibility is to handle the word of God correctly (2 Tim 2:15). 

a. We must desire the pure milk of the word so we may grow (1 Pet 2:2). 

b. We must be skillful in the word (Heb 5:12-14). 

c. We must be doers of the word (Jas 1:22). 

d. If we keep the word we will be the recipients of God's love (1 John 2:5-6).  

4. However, we cannot allow those who disobey the word to be ignored  
(2 Thess 3:14-15). 
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B. The only way we can enter heaven is to do the will of God. 

1. Being religious, and yet not doing the will of God, will not save us (Matt 7:21-
23). 

2. Jesus warns those who would dare reject His words (John 12:47-49).  

 

Conclusion: 

I. It's important for Christians to understand the importance and the need for authority. 

A. We are governed by "civil authorities" ordained by God (Rom 13:1-2). 

1. We must honor and obey the just and righteous laws of the land. 

2, But we cannot obey any authority that requires us to do anything in conflict 
with God's divine laws. 

B. We are also governed by divine authority – the authority of God. 

1. Deliberate disobedience to what God authorizes is sin (lawlessness). 

a. All sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). 

b. Defiance toward God's law has always brought severe consequences. 

(1). Adam and Eve. 

(2). Cain.  

(3). Nadab and Abihu. 

C. We are also governed by the authority of Jesus Christ (Matt 28:18; John 17:1-2). 

1. Jesus Christ is our lawgiver and our King. 

2. Jesus Christ gave binding and loosing authority in the Lord's church to His 
apostles (Matt 16:13-19). 

a. The church recognizes only the authority of the Lord's apostles. 

b. Everything we need to know has been given by divine inspiration, and is 
found in the New Testament. 

c. To settle disagreements in the church we appeal to apostolic authority, 
just as the church did in New Testament times (Acts 15:1-31). 

D. The authority of Jesus Christ: 

1. Governs every area of our lives. 

2. Governs His church: 

a. In its divinely authorized organization (Phil 1:1). 

(1). Elders and deacons. 

b. In its divinely authorized worship. 

(1). Lord's Supper, giving, singing, praying, preaching and teaching. 
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c. In its divinely authorized work. 

(1). Preach the word, financially support those who preach, care for 
needy Christians. 

 

II. Since Jesus Christ has all authority over his church: 

A. We must obey the gospel – the New Testament (New Covenant). 

1. We must "not think beyond what is written" (1 Cor 4:6). 

2. We must handle the word correctly (2 Tim 2:15). 

3. We must not allow those who disobey the word to be ignored (2 Thess 3:14-
15). 

B. The only way we can reach heaven is to do the will of God. 

1. Simply being religious will not save us.  

a. We must do the will of God (Matt 7:21-23). 

b. Jesus warned about the consequences of rejecting His words (John 
12:47-49).  

 


