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Basic Bible Principles 

Authority in doing the will of the Lord 

Lesson Nine 

 

I. Authority from heaven or from men? 

A. The chief priests and elders of the people challenged the authority of Jesus (Matt 
21:23). 

1. Jesus asked where the authority for John's baptism came: "from heaven or 
from men" (Matt 21:24). 

a. They were caught in a quandary. 

(1). If they said "from heaven" Jesus would ask why they had not 
believed John. 

(2). If they said "from men" they feared how the multitude would react, 
especially since all believed John was a prophet of God. 

b. So they lied. "We do not know." 

B. Authority in all areas of religious faith and practice either come from heaven or 
from men. 

1. In the Lord's church, the authority for all matters of faith and practice must 
come from Jesus Christ. 

a. He has been given all authority "in heaven and on earth" (Matt 28:18). 

b. He is head over all things to the church (Eph 1:22; 4:15; Col 1:18; 2:9-10). 

c. All things we do in word or deed must be done "in the name of the Lord" – 
by the Lord's authority (Col 3:17). 

d. We must always "obey God rather than man" (Acts 5:29). 

e. He is the author of salvation to all those who "obey Him" (Heb 5:8-9). 

2. Matters of faith and practice based on the authority of men shows a complete 
disregard for the authority of Jesus Christ because: 

a. It is man's standards of righteousness, not God's righteousness (Rom 
10:1-4). 

b. It is a departure from the faith (1 Tim 4:1-3). 

c. It is turning away from sound doctrine and seeking the teachings of men 
(2 Tim 4:3-4). 

d. It is replacing the gospel of Christ, given by apostolic authority, with a 
perverted gospel (Gal 1:6-9). 

e. It leads to vain (empty) worship, since it substitutes the commandments of 
God with the commandments of men (Matt 15:9). 
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f. It is without authority, and is therefore lawlessness (Matt 7:21-23). 

g. It disregards the standard of authority which saves our souls, and by 
which we shall be judged (Jas 1:21; 1 Tim 2:3-4; John 12:48; 2 Thess 1:6-
10). 

 

II. All religious differences come from a failure to understand and apply the authority 
from heaven. 

A. Religious and doctrinal differences in the Lord's church are unacceptable. 

1. The church at Corinth is an example. 

a. Paul urged the church to "all speak the same thing" and "be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor 1:10). 

b. He desired the church to be at peace by being of "one mind" (2 Cor 
13:11). 

(1). Paul did not ask the Corinthian church to do something impossible to 
achieve. 

(2). It is possible for every church to "speak the same thing" and be of 
"one mind".  

c. Failure to resolve differences in the church has devastating consequences 
(1 Cor 3:1-3). 

2. Paul also urged the church in Philippi to be "of one accord, of one mind" (Phil 
2:1-4). 

3. Peter said the same thing to Christians scattered throughout the Roman world 
(1 Pet 3:8-12; cf. Psa 34:12-16). 

B. How can we be of "the same mind and of the same judgment"? 

1. We must remember it was the Lord's desire that His disciples to "be one" 
(John 17:20-21). 

a. How will unbelievers be convinced Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that 
we are His church if we cannot agree among ourselves on matters of faith 
and practice? 

2. We must desire unity, and make every effort to maintain it (Eph 4:3). 

a. If our desire is to promote our personal biases or our own agenda we will 
never be of "the same mind and of the same judgment." 

3. We must be humble, doing nothing through "selfish ambition or conceit" but 
always consider the needs of others (Phil 2:1-4). 

a. Envy, jealousy, rivalry, contention, and conflict are not character traits of 
one who is spiritually minded. 

b. Selfish ambition, dissention, and division are works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-
20). 
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4. We must have the same standard of authority in all matters of faith and 
practice – the word of God. 

a. We must walk by the same rule (Phil 3:16). 

b. We must speak the oracles of God (1 Pet 4:11). 

c. We must not "think beyond ("above") what is written" (1 Cor 4:6). 

d. We must "test all things" (1 Thess 5:21). 

e. We must "buy the truth, and do not sell it" (Prov 23:23). 

C. Unfortunately, religious and doctrinal differences exist. 

1. Some are simply the result of an insufficient understanding (Acts 19:24-26). 

2. Others are due to a lack of spiritual growth (Heb 5:12-13). 

3. Some are the result of handling the word inappropriately – misusing or 
misapplying the text (2 Tim 2:15; 2 Pet 3:15-16). 

4. Other differences are a deliberate attempt to pervert the truth and gain a 
following (Eph 4:14; Gal 1:6-7; 2:4; 2 Pet 2:1-3; Acts 20:29-30; Jude 16). 

 

III. The Bible reveals three ways to know if a belief or practice is authorized by Jesus 
Christ and approved by apostolic authority. 

A. Direct command or statement.  

1. God used this method of establishing divine authority in the Old Testament. 

a. In the garden of Eden (Gen 2:16-17). 

b. In the Ten Commandments (Exo 20:1-17). 

c. In all the other "you shall" and "shall not" commands of God in the Old 
Testament. 

2. Jesus and His apostles also used this method of establishing divine authority 
among the Lord's disciples. 

a. Jesus had divine authority to command (Matt 5:22, 28, 32, 44; John 12:48-
50; 15:14, 17). 

b. The apostles also had divine authority to command (2 Thess 3:4, 6; 11-12) 

c. When Jesus or an apostle gave a direct command, the Lord's disciples 
were obligated to obey that command. 

d. The only exception is when the command is limited in its application.1  
  

                                                           
1 Limited application means the application of a command is limited by time or place. Commands regarding the 
conduct of those with spiritual gifts (1 Cor 14) is limited by time, since spiritual gifts will cease (1 Cor 13:8-10). The 
application of certain commands regarding praying and prophesying (1 Cor 11:2-15) are limited by time and place 
(1 Cor 11:16). 
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3. The principle of direct command or direct statement illustrated: 

a. There are specific commands for the church to observe the Lord's Supper. 

(1). Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper (Matt 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25) 
and commanded, "Do this in remembrance of Me" (Luke 22:19). 

(2). Paul applied the Lord's commands regarding the manner of how and 
why the Lord's Supper is to be observed in the church (1 Cor 11:23-
26). 

b. There is a specific command for when and how churches are to gather a 
"collection for the saints." 

(1). Paul commanded (ordered) that the "collection for the saints" take 
place "on the first day of the week," and that those giving must do so 
bountifully, joyfully, and willingly (1 Cor 11:1-2; 2 Cor 9:6-7).  

B. Approved apostolic example.2 

1. The apostles are an example to the church regarding how our conduct should 
be. 

a. Paul urged Christians to follow his example (1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17). 

b. The apostles are an example of acceptable conduct when their example is 
sanctioned or authorized by being in harmony with the teachings of Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor 4:17). 

c. Occasionally the example of an apostle was not "approved" and needed to 
be corrected (Gal 2:11-14). 

2. A congregation of the Lord's church serves as example of how and when 
worship was accepted, and when it was not. 

a. The church at Troas assembled on the "first day of the week… to break 
bread" (partake of the Lord's Supper) (Acts 20:7). 

(1). Paul's participation in this activity implies apostolic approval for the 
church to assemble on the first day of the week to observe the Lord's 
Supper (Acts 20:6-11). 

b. If Paul approved of the church at Troas to assemble on the first day of the 
week to observe the Lord's Supper, then all churches have apostolic 
authority to do the same on the first day of the week. 

(1). It is reasonable to assume the church in Corinth assembled on the 
first day of the week to observe the Lord's Supper (1 Cor 11:18, 20), 
since they were commanded to gather a collection for the saints on 
the first day of the week (1 Cor 16:1-3). 

(2). The first day of the week was very significant to New Testament 
Christians – it was the day Jesus was raised from the dead (Matt 28; 
Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20); the day on which people were first 

                                                           
2 Approved apostolic example is an example of the apostles sanctioning or authorized a practice by their own 
participation. 



 Lesson 9 – 5 

 

baptized into Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:1-41); and the 
day the church began (Acts 2:47). 

c. However, the church in Corinth is also an example of how the Lord's 
Supper should not be observed – by turning the Lord's Supper into a 
common meal (1 Cor 11:17-34). 

(1). This is not an approved apostolic example for observing the Lord's 
Supper. 

C. Necessary inference or logical conclusion. 

1. Divine authority in the Old Testament was determined by what was logically 
inferred from a command. 

a. When God gave a specific command, it was understood that anything 
other than what He specified was unauthorized and a sin. 

(1). God gave specific instructions to Noah concerning the size, layout, 
and materials for building the ark (Gen 6:13-21).  

(a). From what God specified, Noah logically concluded that any 
deviation from what God commanded would be unauthorized, 
and therefore a transgression of God's command. 

 (b). "Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so 
he did" (Gen 6:22).  

(2). God commanded the children of Israel to "remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy." They could work six days of the week, but not 
on the seventh (Exo 20:9-11).  

(a). From God's specific command, they could logically conclude 
that every Sabbath day was to be kept holy, and that doing work 
on any Sabbath day would be a sin (Exo 31:12-15; Num 15:32-
36). 

2. Divine authority in the New Testament was also determined by what was 
logically inferred from a command or an example. 

a. The resurrection of the dead. 

(1). The Sadducees tried to entrap Jesus concerning His teaching about 
the resurrection – posing a hypothetical question about a woman 
married sequentially to seven brothers (Matt 22:23-27). 

(a). They asked whose wife she would be in the resurrection "for 
they all had her." (Matt 22:28). 

(2). Jesus rebuked them for not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of 
God who said, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob" (Matt 22:29-32).  

(a). God said "I am" not "I was" implying He is presently the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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(b). Jesus added, "God is not the God of the dead, but of the living" 
(Matt 22:32).  

(3). The only conclusion one could logically reach is that Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob are still living in heaven. There is no other possible 
conclusion. 

b. Unleavened bread used in the Lord's Supper. 

(1). Jesus and His disciples were observing Passover when He instituted 
the Lord's Supper (Matt 26:17-29; Mark 12:12-25; Luke 22:7-23). 

(a). Passover must be observed with unleavened bread (Exo 12:14-
20) as were all sacrificial meals (Exo 13:6-7; 23:18; 34:25; Lev 
7:12; Num 28:17). 

(b). Paul referenced the institution of the Lord's Supper when writing 
to the church at Corinth in how they should have observed it (1 
Cor 11:23-29). 

(c). Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude the "bread" of which Paul 
spoke was unleavened bread. 

(2). From this we can also logically conclude that unleavened is the only 
kind of bread authorized in the Lord's Supper. There is no other 
logical conclusion one could reach. 

c. Lord's Supper on the first day of every week. 

(1). The disciples in Troas assembled on "the first day of the week… to 
break bread" (observe the Lord's Supper) (Acts 20:7). 

(2). How frequently did they assemble to break bread?  

(a). The Israelites understood God's command to "remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy" implied every Sabbath. 

(b). In the same way, Christians understood from the example of the 
church in Troas coming together "on the first day of the week… 
to break bread" implied every first day of the week. 

(c). Paul also commanded the church at Corinth, "On the first day of 
the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as 
he may prosper" (1 Cor 16:2). 

(d). Christians understood Paul's command implied the first day of 
every week. 

(3). From these examples we can logically conclude the saints 
assembled on the first day of every week, and the saints in Corinth 
gave on the first day of every week. There is no other logical 
conclusion one could possibly reach. 

d. The priesthood of Jesus Christ demanded a change in the law.  

(1). Jesus could not be a priest under the Law of Moses. 
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(a). All priests were of the tribe of Levi. 

(b). Jesus was of the tribe of Judah (Heb 7:12-14). 

(2). However, Jesus is our High Priest (Heb 2:17; 3:1; 4:14-15; 5:5-6; 
6:20; 7:26-27; 8:1-2; 9:11-12; 10:19-21). 

(3). Since Jesus is our High Priest, the only logical and reasonable 
conclusion we can reach is to say there must have been a change in 
the law (Heb 7:12-19, 26-28; 9:15; 10:1-10, 16-18). There is no other 
conclusion one could reach.  

e. Peter and the household of Cornelius. 

(1). From Peter's vision (Acts 10:9-16), he was able to logically conclude 
that Gentiles could be saved by the blood of Christ (Acts 10:24-43). 

(2). When the Holy Spirit was poured out on Cornelius and his household 
(Acts 10:44-46), Peter was able to logically conclude two things from 
that event. 

(a). Gentiles should be baptized "in the name of the Lord" (Acts 
10:47-48). 

(b). God now accepts uncircumcised Gentiles into Christ (Acts 15:1-
20). 

(3). There is no other conclusion one could possibly reach concerning 
uncircumcised Gentiles. 

 

IV. Understanding the difference between "specific" and "generic" authority. 

A. Specific authority excludes or forbids any day, element, type, kind, method, or 
practice that changes, modifies, or replaces what God has specified. 

1. God specified the materials, layout, and dimensions Noah was to use in 
building the ark (Gen 6:14-16). 

a. God specified the ark was to be built of "gopherwood" (other versions read 
"acacia wood", meaning gopherwood and acacia wood were the same). 

(1). Any other type or kind of wood would be excluded.  

(2). Building the ark with any other wood would have been disobedience 
on the part of Noah, and therefore a sin. 

b. God specified Noah was to make rooms in the ark – covered with pitch 
within and without, a window at a specific distance from "above" (the top), 
a door in the side of the ark, and three decks (lower, second, and third 
decks). 

(1). Any deviation from what God specified was excluded.  

(2). Doing anything other than what God specified would be sin. 
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c. God specified the ark was to be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 
cubits high. 

(1). Any other dimensions are excluded.  

(2). Using other dimensions would have been unlawful. 

d. Therefore, "Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he 
did" (Gen 6:22).  

2. Jesus specified the elements of the Lord's Supper (Matt 26:26-29; Mark 
14:27-30; Luke 22:14-22; 1 Cor 11:23-25). 

a. The bread Jesus used in instituting the Lord's Supper was the same bread 
commanded by God in the observance of the Passover meal (unleavened 
bread).  

(1). Unleavened bread excludes any other type or kind of bread. 

(2). Substituting any other type or kind of bread would be unlawful. 

b. Fruit of the vine was specified in the institution of the Lord's Supper. 

(1). Any other type or kind of drink is excluded.  

(2). Substituting any other type or kind of liquid drink would be unlawful. 

3. Through an approved apostolic example, the saints at Troas met on the "first 
day of the week" to "break bread" (observe the Lord's Supper) (Acts 20:7).  

a. The first day of the week was specified, which excludes any other day of 
the week.  

(1). Partaking of the Lord's Supper on another day would be unlawful. 

b. How do we know other days of the week were excluded? 

(1). After arriving in Troas, Paul remained there seven days (Acts 20:6). 

(2). On the first day of the week the disciples assembled to break bread 
and Paul preached (Acts 20:7). 

(3). He departed the next day (Acts 20:11). 

c. We discover Paul arrived in Troas on Monday by simply counting 
backward from the first day of the week (Sunday) – Monday through 
Sunday is a total of seven days. 

(1). Paul was in a hurry to get to Jerusalem (Acts 20:16). 

(2). If any other day of the week was authorized for partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, why didn't the church in Troas accommodate Paul so 
he would not have to wait until the first day of the week? 

(3). The answer is no other day of the week was authorized by command, 
approved apostolic example, or necessary inference. 
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d. To observe the Lord's Supper on any day other than the first day of the 
week would be unlawful and sinful. 

4. Paul specified the type and kind of music the church in Ephesus and 
Colossae were to use in praising God (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). 

a. There are only two types or kinds of music: 

(1). Vocal (music produced by the human voice). 

(2). Instrumental (music produced by something other than the human 
voice). 

b. Paul specified "singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" and 
"singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." 

(1). Singing excludes any other type or kind of music, whether it is used 
separately or in conjunction with the human voice.  

(2). Using any other type or kind of music in making melody or singing to 
the Lord is unauthorized and unlawful. 

B. Generic authority includes or permits any day, element, type, kind, method, or 
practice that does not change, modify, or replace what God has specified. 

1. God specified the dimensions, materials, and layout of the ark with one 
exception – He did not specify the number of rooms. 

a. Generic authority would allow Noah to build as many rooms as he needed 
as long as he did not change, alter, or replace what God specified. 

2. Jesus specified the elements to be used in the observance of the Lord's 
Supper – unleavened bread and fruit of the vine.  

a. Generic authority permits multiple loaves of unleavened bread, and 
multiple containers of fruit of the vine because they do not change, alter, 
or replace what Jesus specified. 

3. By an approved apostolic example the scriptures specify the day on which the 
Lord's Supper was observed by the church in New Testament times – the first 
day of the week. 

a. Generic authority permits us to choose the time of day when the Lord's 
Supper will be observed, as long as it is the first day of the week when the 
church comes together. 

4. The apostle Paul specified the type or kind of music that is authorized in the 
church when singing praises to God – singing (vocal music). 

a. Generic authority permits us to choose to sing with the assistance of song 
books, PowerPoint, or from memory, since none of these change or in any 
way alter the kind of music Paul specified. 

b. Generic authority permits us to choose to sing soprano, alto, tenor, or 
bass, since none of these change or alter the kind of music specified. 
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c. Generic authority permits us to have a song leader, the use of a device to 
properly pitch a song, a PA system to amplify the voice of the song leader, 
etc. None of these change or in any way alter the specific command to 
sing and make melody in our heart to the Lord. 

C. Specific authority excludes, while generic authority includes. 

1. We infringe on the divine authority of Jesus Christ: 

a. When we include what He excludes or forbids by a specific command, 
approved apostolic example, or necessary conclusion. 

b. When we exclude what He includes or permits by a generic command, 
approved apostolic example, or necessary conclusion. 

2. We do not have authority to allow what the Lord forbids, nor forbid what the 
Lord allows. 

a. To allow what He forbids is lawlessness. 

b. To forbid what He allows is unlawful lawmaking. 

c. Both claim for ourselves authority that belongs exclusively to Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Conclusion: 

I. All matters of faith and practice in the Lord's church. 

A. We must have authority from heaven and not from mere men, 

1. The Lord's church receives its authority for all matters of faith and practice 
from Jesus Christ. 

a. He has been given all authority. 

b. He is the head of the church. 

c. We must do all "in the name of the Lord". 

d. We must "obey God rather than man" (Acts 5:29). 

e. Jesus only grants salvation to those who obey Him. 

2. In matters of faith and practice, seeking authority from men disregards the 
authority of Jesus Christ. 

 

II. The reason for doctrinal differences in the Lord's church. 

A. They are the result of a failure to understand and apply authority. 

1. Differences are unacceptable because we are to be of the same mind and 
judgment. 

2. The only way to achieve this: 

a. Remember the Lord prayed for oneness among His disciples. 



 Lesson 9 – 11 

 

b. Desire unity and make an effort to keep it. 

c. Do nothing through selfish ambition or conceit. 

d. Use the same standard of authority – walk by the same rule. 

B. When doctrinal difference exists: 

1. It's because of a lack of understanding or spiritual growth. 

2. It's because of mishandling the word, or misapplying the text. 

3. And it may be due to deliberate attempts to pervert the truth and gain a 
following. 

 

III. Determining what is authorized. 

A. Three methods: 

1. Direct command or statement. 

2. Approved apostolic example. 

3. Necessary inference or logical conclusion. 

 

IV. Specific and generic authority. 

A. The difference between specific and generic authority. 

1. Specific authority excludes or forbids. 

a. When God specified a day, element, type, kind, method, or practice, 
anything that changes, modifies, or replaces what God specified is 
unlawful and a sin. 

2. Generic authority includes or permits. 

a. When God has not specified a day, element, type, kind, method, or 
practice, then anything is permitted as long as it does not change, modify, 
or replace what God has specified. 

b. Anything that changes, modified, or replaces what God specified is 
unlawful and a sin. 

B. Specific authority excludes, while generic authority includes. 

1. No one has authority to allow what the Lord forbids, nor forbid what the Lord 
allows. 

a. Permitting what the Lord forbids is lawlessness. 

b. Forbidding what the Lord allows is unlawful, unauthorized lawmaking. 

c. Both disregard the authority of Jesus Christ. 
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C. Charts illustrating when authority excludes and when it includes. 

1. Instances where authority excludes. 

a. Noah's ark (Gen 6:14). 

Gopher (acacia) 

wood specified. 

Walnut, Pine, 

Ash, Spruce, and 

all other kinds of 

wood are 

excluded. 

God specified the kind of wood Noah was to use in 

building the ark. No man had the right to add another 

kind of wood. Noah understood the entire ark was to 

be constructed by the wood God specified – nothing 

else. 

b. The Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 11:23). 

Elements 

(unleavened 

bread and fruit of 

vine) specified. 

All other 

elements are 

excluded. 

God specified unleavened bread and fruit of the vine. 

No man has the right to add or substitute another 

element. 

First day of the 

week specified. 

All other days are 

excluded. 

God specified the first day of the week. No man has 

the right to select or substitute another day. 

c. Singing (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). 

Singing (vocal 

music) specified. 

Instrumental 

music and all 

other kinds or 

types of music 

are excluded. 

God specified the kind or type of music for worship in 

the church (vocal music). No man had the right to 

add another kind or type of music. Christians 

understood the only type or kind of music authorized 

in church worship is what God specified – nothing 

else. 

 

2. Instances where authority includes: 

a. The Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 11:23). 

Elements of the 

Lord's Supper are 

specified. 

Multiple loaves of 

unleavened 

bread, and 

containers of fruit 

of the vine? 

The Lord did not specify. He gave us a choice, and 

no man has the right to bind or forbid any specific 

number of loaves or containers. 

Multiple loaves of unleavened bread and multiple 

containers of fruit of the vine may be included 

because they do not change, alter, or replace what 

the Lord specified. 
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b. "Sing" (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16) 

Singing, making 

melody in the 

heart is specified. 

Songbook, song 

leader, Power 

Point, or by 

memory? 

Soprano, alto, 

Alto, Tenor, 

Bass? 

The Lord did not specify. He gave us a choice, and 

no man has the right to bind or forbid any specific 

method. 

All these methods of singing in worship may be 

included because they do not change, alter, or 

replace what the Lord specified. 

c. "Go teach" (Matt 28:19) 

Teaching (gospel 

of Christ) and 

baptizing those 

taught is 

specified. 

Walk, drive, sail, 

fly? 

Teach publicly, 

privately, Bible 

class? 

Jesus did not specify. He gave us a choice, and no 

man has the right to bind or forbid any specific 

method. 

All these methods of going and teaching may be 

included because they do not change, alter, or 

replace what the Lord specified. 

e. "Assembling" (Heb 10:25) 

Assembling of 

disciples to 

worship as the 

church is 

specified 

Private home, 

rented building, 

building owned 

by the church? 

The Lord did not specify. He gave us a choice, and 

no man has the right to bind or forbid any specific 

place. 

All these places of assembly may be included 

because they do not change, alter, or replace what 

the Lord specified. 

 


