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Studies in 1st Peter 

Introduction 

Lesson One 

 

 

I. Author: 

A. The apostle Peter. 

1. Peter (Petros) is his Greek name (1 Pet 1:1). 

a. Simeon is his Hebrew name (Acts 15:14 [ASV, NASV]). 

b. Simon is the Greek version of Simeon (John 1:40-42). 

c. Cephas is Aramaic version of Peter, which is "stone" in English (Matt 
16:18). 

2. Peter was the son of Jonah (Jonas, or Simon Bar-Jonas [or Son of John]). 

a. He was the brother of Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist, as Peter also 
may have been (John 1:35-40).  

b. Peter and Andrew were commercial fishermen (Matt 4:18) and their 
partners were James and John, the sons of Zebedee (Luke 5:10). 

c. He lived in Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee (John 1:43-44), though he 
subsequently lived in Capernaum with his family (Mark 1:21, 29-31).  

d. William Barclay writes: "Peter was a Galilean, and a typical Galilean. 
Josephus was for a time governor of Galilee and he knew the Galileans 
well. He says of them 'They were ever fond of innovations, and by nature 
disposed to changes… They were ever ready to follow a leader and to 
begin an insurrection." He goes on to say that they were notoriously quick 
in temper and given to quarreling, but that withal they were the most 
chivalrous of men. 'The Galileans have never been destitute of courage.' 
...The Talmud says of the Galileans 'They were ever more anxious for 
honor that for gain.' Quick-tempered, impulsive, emotional, easily aroused 
by an appeal to adventure, loyal to the end – Peter was a typical man of 
Galilee."1  

3. His call to be a disciple of Jesus (Mark 1:16-17). 

4. His appointment to be an apostle of Jesus Christ (Luke 6:12-16; Matt 10:1-4) 

  

                                      
1 William Barclay, The Master's Men (New York, N.Y.: Abingdon Press, 1959), p 18. 
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B. Internal and external evidence supports Peter as the author. 

1. The epistle was written by one who was "a witness of the sufferings of Christ" 
(1 Pet 5:1). 

2. Early sources in church history that attribute this letter to Peter include 
Polycarp (d. 156 AD) a disciple of the apostle John, Irenaeus (185 AD), 
Clement of Alexandria (200 AD), Tertullian (200 AD), and Eusebius (300 AD). 

C. Peter was assisted by Silvanus (1 Pet 5:12). 

1. Silvanus, also called Silas, a well-known prophet and traveling companion of 
the apostle Paul (2 Cor 1:19; cf. Acts 15:32-34, 40; 16:19-25; 17:14). 

2. Silvanus and Timothy are also mentioned by Paul in writing some of his 
epistles (1 Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:1). 

 

II. Recipients: 

A. Peter refers to the recipients of his letter as "pilgrims of the Dispersion" (1 Pet 
1:1). 

1. The term "Dispersion" is found in John 7:35 and was used to describe 
Israelites who had been "scattered" following the Assyrian and Babylonian 
captivities (ca. 700-500 B.C.). 

a. James also addressed his epistle to "the twelve tribes scattered abroad" 
(NKJV), or "the Dispersion" (ASV). 

b. This leads many to suppose that Peter's epistle was written to Jewish 
Christians. 

c. However, there is evidence that it is not directed to Jewish Christians 
alone, but also includes Gentile believers (1 Pet 2:9-10; 4:3-4). 

d. Therefore, the term "Dispersion" seems to be applied to Christians in 
general who were also being scattered by persecution. 

2. Peter's initial audience were Christian "pilgrims of the Dispersion" (1 Pet 1:1 
cf. 1 Pet 2:11) who were living in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia – all regions of Asia Minor, that is now Turkey. 

a. Churches in Asia Minor were predominately Gentile (Greek). 

b. This supports the belief that Peter's epistle was written to both Jew and 
Gentile Christians. 

3. The apostle Paul traveled extensively in this area (with the exception of 
Bithynia, cf. Acts 16:7). 

a. Therefore, the gospel had been spread throughout this region. 

 

  

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Jn%207.35
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III. Place and time written: 

A. Peter wrote from "Babylon" (1 Pet 5:13). 

1. There is disagreement whether "Babylon" is referring to the ancient capital of 
the Babylonian empire or is used to symbolize "Rome" (cf. Rev 17:5; 18:2). 

a. Babylon on the Euphrates was home to a considerable number of Jews 
during the first century – descendants from the original Babylonian 
captivity (587 BC). 

(1). Many notable biblical scholars and commentators support the belief 
that "Babylon" refers to the city itself. 

b. Others contend that "Babylon" is referring to Rome (or even Jerusalem), 
and is supported by such patristic witnesses as Papias (125 AD), and 
Irenaeus (185 AD). 

(1). Evidence supporting this view is that Mark had been in Rome during 
Paul's first and second imprisonment (Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11). 

(2). Since Mark seems to have been present with Peter at the time of the 
writing of this epistle (1 Pet 5:13), it is assumed he was in Rome at 
the same time as Paul's imprisonments. However, there is no 
evidence to support that timeline. 

(3). Babylon being a symbol of Rome is supported by the Roman Catholic 
church who want to place Peter in the city as "the first pope." The 
traditional belief is that Peter was crucified in Rome. Unfortunately for 
Catholics, biblical evidence never places Peter in Rome, and clearly 
shows Peter could not have been a so-called pope. 

2. For the sake of this discussion, we will accept the view that identifies 
"Babylon" as the Mesopotamian city of Babylon. 

B. Evidence suggests the epistle was written circa 64 AD. 

1. This places the time of the writing of this epistle as during the reign of Nero 
(37-68 AD). 

a. Intense and ravenous persecutions against Christians were commonplace 
during Nero's time. 

b. However, since Nero committed suicide in 68 AD, it is assumed the epistle 
was written prior to that time and shortly before Peter's death – possibly as 
one of Nero's victims (cf. John 21:18-19). 

 

IV. Purpose: 

A. It is apparent from the epistle that Christians in Asia Minor had experienced 
persecution (1 Pet 1:6), and more suffering was on the way (1 Pet 4:12-19). 

1. Throughout the epistle Peter encourages them to remain steadfast (1 Pet 
1:13; 4:16; 5:8-9). 
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2. He reminds them of their blessings and duties that are incumbent upon them 
as God's "elect" (1 Pet 1:2), "His own special people" (1 Pet 2:9).  

3. Therefore, Peter writes: 

a. To encourage steadfastness in the face of persecution (1 Pet 5:10) 

b. To remind them of their special privilege as God's "holy nation" (1 Pet 2:9) 

c. To instruct them as to their proper conduct (1 Pet 2:11-12) 

 

V. Theme: 

A. The epistle is filled with practical admonitions concerning their conduct, 
especially as sojourners in a hostile land. 

1. They are told how to behave among those who speak evil of them simply 
because they are Christians, and who abuse them and reject their message. 

2. An appropriate theme for this epistle might be: "Conduct becoming the people 
of God" 

3. Key verse:   

a. 1 Peter 2:11-12 – Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct 
honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God 
in the day of visitation. 

 

VI. Outline: 

A. Introduction (1 Pet 1:1-2). 

1. From Peter, an apostle of Christ (1:1a). 

2. To pilgrims of the Dispersion, God's elect (1:1b-2). 

B. Our salvation in Christ (1 Pet 1:3-12). 

1. Born again to a living hope (1:3-5). 

2. Joy in suffering (1:6-9). 

3. Affirmed by apostles and prophets (1:10-12). 

C. Our duties in Christ (1 Pet 1:13 – 5:11). 

1. In view of our privileges (1:13 – 2:10). 

a. A call to holiness (1:13-21). 

b. A call to brotherly love (1:22-25). 

c. A call to spiritual growth (2:1-10). 
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2. In view of our position (2:11 – 4:11). 

a. As sojourners (2:11-12). 

b. As citizens (2:13-17). 

c. As servants (2:18-25). 

d. As wives and husbands (3:1-7). 

e. As brethren (3:8-12). 

f. As sufferers for righteousness' sake (3:13 – 4:6). 

g. As those awaiting the coming of Christ (4:7-11). 

3. In view of our persecution (4:12 – 5:11). 

a. To rejoice and glorify God (4:12-17). 

b. To trust in the will of God (4:18-19). 

c. To fulfill our special roles (5:1-5). 

(1). Duties of elders as shepherds. 

(2). Duties of the flock. 

d. To humble ourselves before God (5:6-7). 

e. To resist the devil (5:8-9). 

D. Conclusion (1 Pet 5:10-14). 

1. A prayer for God's blessing (5:10-11). 

2. Final greetings and bestowal of peace (5:12-14). 

 

Review question: 

1. To whom was this first epistle of Peter written? (1:1) 

    

2. What internal evidence suggests these "pilgrims" may have included Gentile 
Christians? (1:21) 

    

3. What country today makes up the region where these Christians lived? 

    

4. Who assisted Peter in this epistle? By what other name is this person called? (5:12) 

    

5. When was this epistle probably written? 
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6. Where was Peter when he wrote this epistle? (5:13) 

    

7. What other places might this city symbolize? 

    

8. What threefold purpose did Peter have in writing this epistle? 

(1).  

(2).  

(3).  

9. What is suggested as the theme of this epistle? 

    

10. What is suggested as the key verses in this epistle? 

    

11. According to the outline above, what are two main divisions of this epistle? 

(1).  

(2).  


