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Studies in 1st Peter 

Chapter One 

Lesson Two 

 

Objectives: 

1. To consider terms used by Peter to describe the people of God: "Pilgrims of the 
Dispersion," "elect," "obedient children." 

2. To reflect upon the salvation, inheritance, and grace to come at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

3. To note how we have been served by prophets, apostles, angels, the Holy Spirit, 
and Christ. 

4. To be reminded of the need to live holy lives, conducted with reverence toward 
God and with fervent and sincere love toward brethren. 

 

Summary: 

I. Peter begins his first epistle to Christians in Asia Minor. 

A He acknowledges their election according to God's foreknowledge. 

1. This was made possible by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, and for 
obedience and sprinkling by the blood of Jesus (1 Pet 1:1-2). 

B. He then praises God for their living hope, incorruptible inheritance, and 
glorious salvation to be revealed at the coming of Christ.  

1. Despite grievous trials, the power of God and their genuine faith protects 
them and gives them inexpressible joy.  

2. Their salvation to come was foretold by the prophets, and preached 
through the gospel by those inspired by the Holy Spirit (1 Pet 1:3-12). 

C. In view of this salvation, Peter prescribes conduct becoming the people of 
God. 

1. They are to focus their mind and hope on the grace that will brought to 
them at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

2. As obedient children, they should conduct themselves in holiness and 
fear, imitating their holy Father who judges without partiality, ever mindful 
they have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ through whom 
their faith and hope are in God.  

3. They are to love one another fervently with pure hearts, since they have 
purified their souls for that very purpose through their obedience to the 
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truth, and have been born again by the incorruptible word of God which 
lives and abides forever (1 Pet 1:13-25). 

 

Outline: 

I. Introduction (1 Pet 1:1-2). 

A. The author – Peter (1a). 

1. An apostle of Jesus Christ (apostle: one sent on a special mission, or an 
ambassador commissioned by Jesus Christ). 

a. Apostles met specific requirements – seen in the selection of one to 
replace Judas (cf. Acts 1:15-26). 

b. Paul was the exception – he was chosen "by the will of God" (Eph 1:1) 
after the Lord personally appeared to him (Acts 9:3-6; 1 Cor 15:8). 

B. The recipients (1b-2b). 

1. Pilgrims of the Dispersion. 

a. Pilgrims (literally "strangers" or "sojourners") – dwelling among the 
inhabitants of a strange land. 

b. Dispersion (literally "scattered") – in this context referring to Christians 
scattered throughout Asia Minor (both Jews and Gentiles). 

(1). At times the word "dispersion" is used specifically of Jews (John 7:35), 
or Jewish Christians (cf. Jas 1:1).  

2. In Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. 

a. Through the work of 
the apostle Paul, 
Barnabas and Silas 
numerous 
congregations had 
been established 
throughout Asia Minor 
(modern Turkey). 

b. Peter's epistle is 
addressed to 
Christians scattered 
throughout these 
regions. 

3. Elect (chosen): 

a. According to the foreknowledge of God the Father. 

(1). "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God" (literally "chosen 
beforehand") is not referring to the Calvinistic teachings of 
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"Unconditional Election" in which God allegedly chooses who will be 
saved and who will not. 

(2). God, in His foreknowledge and by His predestination (Eph 1:3-5, 11), 
determined that the Lord's church (the body of Christ) would someday 
exist. It is up to us as to whether we want to be added to that body 
through our obedience. 

b. The Calvinistic teachings are false because: 

(1). Salvation is available to all (Matt 11:28; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 10:34; 
17:30). 

(2). Salvation is conditional (John 8:24; Luke 13:3, 5; Heb 5:9). 

(3). Salvation can be resisted (Luke 7:30; Acts 7:51; Rom 2:5-11). 

4. Those whom God has elected are sanctified: "in sanctification of the Spirit." 

a. Sanctification – purified, made holy, set apart for a special purpose. 

(1). How? Through the word of truth (John 17:17). 

b. For obedience and sprinkling of blood of Jesus Christ. 

(1). Sprinkling of blood in the OT was an act of ceremonial cleansing 
performed by the High Priest – half on the alter, and half on the 
people (Exo 24:6-8; Heb 9:19-22). 

(2). We have been symbolically "sprinkled" (sanctified) by the blood of 
Christ (Heb 9:11-14; 10:19-22; 12:22-24). 

C. Greetings (2c). 

1. Grace and peace be multiplied.  

a. Grace and peace can be multiplied if we continue to grow (cf. 2 Pet 1:5-8). 

 

II. Our salvation in Christ (1 Pet 1:3-12). 

A. We are born again to a living hope (3-5): 

1. Because of God's abundant mercy. 

a. Literally: "overflow of mercy and compassion." 

2. Because we have been "begotten again."  

a. God's grace provides salvation by His mercy "through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5). 

b. Anyone "in Christ" is a "new creature" (2 Cor 5:17; cf. John 3:1-8). 

c. The only way to be "in Christ" is through baptism (Gal 3:27). 

3. Because Jesus has been raised from the dead. 

a. The resurrection declared the deity (godhood) of Jesus Christ (Rom 1:1-
4). 
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b. The death of Christ would be meaningless without His resurrection (1 Cor 
15:12-19). 

c. The resurrection of Jesus Christ assures us we will also be resurrected  
(1 Cor 15:20, 50-58; cf. 1 Thess 4:13-18). 

4. Because of our wonderful inheritance. 

a. Incorruptible, undefiled, and that does not fade away. 

(1). Incorruptible: immortal, imperishable, enduring. 

(2). Undefiled: not contaminated, stained or soiled, pure. 

(3). Does not fade away: never loses its original beauty, nor gets old. 

b. Reserved in heaven. 

(1). Promised by Jesus (John 14:1-3). 

(2). Jesus is preparing heaven for us, and preparing us for heaven. 

5. Because of being safely kept: literally "guarded" – present tense shows this 
action is continuous and unfailing (cf. Rom 8:28-39). 

a. By the power of God through faith. 

(1). Promised by Jesus (John 10:27-30). 

(2). Promised by Paul and John (1 Thess 3:3; 1 John 5:18). 

b. For salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

(1). Salvation in heaven (Eph 1:13-14). 

B. Joy in suffering (6-9). 

1. Great joy, though for a little while grieved by various trials (cf. 1 Pet 2:20-21; 
3:14-17; 4:12-19). 

2. The genuineness of faith tested by fire. 

a. Proving more precious than gold that perishes. 

(1). Trials purify us, build faith, and give us spiritual strength (Jas 1:2-4; 
 2 Cor 12:7-10). 

b. May be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

3. Rejoicing with joy inexpressible and full of glory. 

a. For loving Him whom you have not seen. 

b. For believing Him whom you have not seen. 

(1). Blessings promised by Jesus (John 20:29). 

(2). We look at things not seen (2 Cor 4:17-18). 

(3). Faith defined (Heb 11:1). 
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4. Receiving the end of such faith - the salvation of your souls. 

a. Jesus authorizes eternal life to all who obey Him (Heb 5:9). 

b. Jesus is the "author and finisher of our faith" – the beginning and the end; 
the first and the last source of our faith (Heb 12:1-2). 

C. Confirmed by prophets and apostles (10-12). 

1. Regarding our salvation the prophets inquired and searched diligently. 

a. Wondering what and when the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating. 

(1). The OT prophets saw only glimpses of the salvation to come (Psa 22; 
Isa 2:1-4; 7:14; 9:6-7; Jer 31:31-34; Dan 2:36-45; Zech 9:9; 11:12; 
Mal 3:1-3; 4:5-6). 

b. When He testified beforehand of the sufferings of Christ and the glories to 
follow (Isa 53:1-12). 

(1). God spoke through prophets to the OT fathers (Heb 1:1-2; 2 Pet 
2:20). 

(2). There are over 350 OT prophecies about Jesus Christ and His 
spiritual kingdom (the church). 

2. They were ministering such things not to themselves, but to us (cf. Heb 
11:39-40). 

a. Things now reported by those who preached the gospel by the Holy Spirit 
(Gal 1:11-12). 

(1). Paul preached what had been hidden in ages past (Eph 3:8-11). 

b. Things which angels desire to look into. 

 

III. Our duty in Christ (1 Pet 1:13-25). 

A. Holy conduct (13-21). 

1. Gird up the loins of your mind (literally "brace your mind" against all improper 
thoughts, feelings and activities of the mind and restrain them so they will not 
hinder our progress toward heaven). 

a. Be sober (self-control, restraint of temper, etc.). 

b. Rest your hope fully upon the grace to be brought at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

(1). Our hope is an expectation and assurance of heaven. 

(2). Our expectation and assurance rests on God's grace (Rom 3:21-26; 
Titus 3:4-7). 

(3). Why we maintain hope in the midst of persecutions (2 Thess 1:3-10).  
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2. Be holy in all your conduct. 

a. As obedient children. 

(1). We become children of God through obedience, and we remain 
children of God through obedience. 

(2). We must remain obedient to receive the reward reserved for us (cf. 1 
Pet 1:4). 

b. Not conforming to former lusts done in ignorance. 

(1). Our past is not important (1 Cor 6:9-11). 

(2). But we must separate ourselves from our past (2 Cor 6:14-18; Eph 
4:20-24; Col 3:5-10). 

c. As He who called you is holy, just as it is written (1 Pet 1:16; cf. Eph 1:4; 
also Lev 11:44-45; 19:1-2).  

3. Conduct yourselves during your stay in fear (cf. 2 Cor 5:9-11; Heb 10:26-31). 

a. Since you call on the Father who judges each one without partiality (Rom 
14:10b; 2 Cor 5:10). 

b. Knowing that you were redeemed - purchased as a slave and set free (cf. 
Rom 6). 

(1). Not with corruptible things like silver and gold. 

(2). From your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers. 

(a). Idol worship of their forefathers (cf. Jer 2:5-11). 

(3). With the precious blood of Christ. 

(a). As of a lamb without blemish and without spot (John 1:29; cf. Lev 
22:20-24; Mal 1:8). 

(b). Foreordained before the foundation of the world – the redemption 
of mankind was planned before creation (cf. Eph 3:10-11). 

(c). Manifest in these last times for you (cf. 1 Tim 3:16). 

(d). Through whom you believe in God. 

(e). Who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory. 

(i). Raised (cf. Acts 2:24; 3:15, 26; 4:10; 5:30; 13:30; Rom 4:23-
24; 6:4; 1 Cor 15:15). 

(ii). Given glory (Phil 2:9; 1 Tim 3:16; Eph 1:20-21). 

(f). So that your faith and hope are in God. 

B. Fervent and pure love (22-25). 

1. Since you have purified your souls. 

a. In obeying the truth through the Spirit (cf. Rom 6:17-18; Heb 5:9). 
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b. In sincere love of the brethren (cf. John 13:34; 1 Thess 4:9; 1 John 3:14-
18). 

2. Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible (cf. 1 John 
3:9). 

a. Through the word of God which lives and abide forever (cf. Jas 1:18). 

(1). All flesh is as grass, all the glory of man as the flower of the grass (cf. 
Psa 103:15-18; Isa 40:6-8). 

(2). The grass withers, its flower falls away (cf. Jas 1:9-11). 

(3). The word of the Lord endures forever (Jude 3). 

b. The word which by the gospel was preached to you (1 Cor 4:15; cf. Gal 
1:6-10). 

 

Review questions: 

1. What are the three main points of this chapter? 

 (1).   

 (2).   

 (3).  

2. To whom does Peter address this epistle? Where were they located? (v. 1) 

    

3. What three things are said concerning their election? (v. 2) 

(1).   

(2).    

(3).    

4. What has God done for us according to His abundant mercy? How was this done? 
(v. 3) 

    

5. What kind of inheritance does the Christian have? Where is it now? (v. 4) 

    

6. How are Christians kept (guarded) for their salvation? (v. 5) 

    

7. In what do Christians greatly rejoice? (vs. 5-6) 

    

8. What benefits can come out of enduring grievous trials? (vs. 6-7) 
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9. Though they had not seen Jesus, what is said about Peter's readers? (v. 8) 

   

10. What would they receive as the end of their faith? (v. 9) 

    

11. What did the prophets of old testify about? (vs. 10-11) 

    

12. When these prophets wondered about the things they prophesied, what were they 
told? (v. 12) 

   

13. Upon what are Christians to rest their hope? (v. 13) 

    

14. As obedient children, what three admonitions are given to Christians? (vs. 14-17) 

(1).    

(2).    

(3).    

15. What three reasons are given to obey these admonitions? (vs. 14-19) 

(1).    

(2).   

(3).    

16. What four things are said about Christ? (vs. 20-21) 

(1).    

(2).    

(3).    

(4).    

17. What did God do to Jesus so that our faith and hope are in God? (v. 21) 

   

18. What two reasons are given for us to love one another fervently with a pure heart? 
(vs. 22-23) 

(1).    

(2). 
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19. What four things are said of the word of God? (vs. 23-25) 

(1).    

(2).    

(3).    

(4).    

20. What is said about flesh and the glory of man? (v. 24) 

    

 


