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Studies in 1st Peter – Lesson Three 

 

Studies in 1st Peter 

Chapter Two 

Lesson Three 

 

Objectives: 

1. To notice what is necessary for spiritual growth. 

2. To consider our privileges and duties as God's special people, living as 
sojourners and pilgrims in a world that is not our home. 

3. To review our duty to submit to governmental authorities, and to make 
application as employees in the instructions to slaves. 

 

Summary: 

I. Having been born again by the incorruptible word of God (cf. 1 Pet 1:23): 

A. Peter now admonishes us to: 

1. Put aside sinful attitudes (1 Pet 2:1). 

2. Grow spiritually with an infant-like longing for the word (1 Pet 2:2-3). 

 

II. We enjoy many unique privileges in Christ (vs. 4-10). 

A. Jesus is described as a living stone. 

1. He was rejected by men, but chosen by God. 

B. We are described as living stones.   

1. We are being built up as a spiritual house and a holy priesthood to offer 
spiritual sacrifices through Christ.   

C. The scriptures foretold that Jesus would be the chief cornerstone. 

1. He would be precious to those who believe. 

2. But would become a stumbling stone to those who disbelieve and are 
disobedient. 

D. We are now called to proclaim the praises of God. 

1. We are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people who have now obtained mercy. 

2. We have been called out of darkness into His light. 
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III. As Christians, we have responsibilities (duties) in Christ (vs. 11-25). 

A. As sojourners and pilgrims in this world:  

1. We must abstain from fleshly lusts. 

2. We must keep our conduct honorable among the Gentiles (nations) 
through good works designed to glorify God.   

B. As citizens in this world: 

1. We must honor and submit to government authorities. 

2. We must honor all people while loving the brethren and fearing God. 

C. As servants (employees): 

1. We are to submit to masters (employers), even when they are harsh and 
cause us to suffer grief wrongly.   

2. Such submission is commendable before God and follows the example of 
Jesus whose own suffering delivered us from sin. 

 
 
Outline: 

I. A call to spiritual growth (vs. 1-3). 

A. What we must lay aside: put away, discard, and avoid at all costs (v. 1; cf. Eph 
4:22; Col 3:8-9). 

1. Malice (wickedness): moral depravity, vice, ill-will, a desire to injure by word 
or deed. 

2. Deceit (guile): to lure by deception (as bait is used to snare fish), crafty, 
dishonesty, not being forthright – also signifies wandering from the right path. 

3. Hypocrisy: pretending to be something we're not (as an actor); literally 
"speaking from behind a mask" (Matt 23). 

4. Envy: dislike because of jealousy, an evil desire to have what others have or 
be what others are. 

5. Evil speaking: slander, making defamatory statements injurious to one's 
reputation or well-being, gossip; words that have as their objective the 
destruction of its object (cf. Prov 18:8; Eph 4:31). 

B. What are we to desire (vs. 2-3). 

1. The pure milk of the word: uncontaminated, unadulterated, genuine. 

a. As newborn babes. 

(1). We have been born again (1 Pet 1:3, 23). 
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b. That you may grow thereby (cf. 2 Pet 3:18; Eph 4:15). 

(1). A steady diet of "sound doctrine" will promote spiritual health (cf. Titus 
2:1). 

(2). We will become whatever fills our mind (cf. Matt 15:18-20; Luke 6:45). 

(a). A mind filled with worldliness will corrupt our mind (cf. 1 Tim 6:5; 
2 Tim 3:8). 

(b). A mind filled with good and pure thoughts will produce a good and 
pure heart (cf. Phil 4:8). 

2. If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

a. To "taste" the unadulterated, pure, and genuine Word of God is to know 
that God is gracious – willing to bless all with salvation. 

 
II. Our privileges in Christ (vs. 4-10). 

A. As living stones (vs. 4-8). 

1. Coming to Christ as to a living stone. 

a. Who was rejected by men (cf. Matt 21:42-44; 27:22; Acts 4:11-12). 

b. Who is chosen by God and precious. 

2. We as living stones are being built up as a spiritual house (cf. Eph 2:19-22). 

a. To be a holy priesthood (cf. Exo 19:5-6; Rev 1:5-6; 5:10). 

b. To offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (cf. 
Rom 12:1-2; Phil 2:17; Heb 12:28; 13:15-16). 

3. Christ is the precious cornerstone (cf. 1 Cor 3:11). 

a. As foretold in Isaiah 28:16. 

(1). God would lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious. 

(a). Zion figuratively represents the future spiritual kingdom of God (cf. 
Isa 2:2-3; Heb 12:28). 

(b). The chief cornerstone is the pattern for all other stones. 

(2). He who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame. 

(a). Jesus is our "hope" (1 Pet 1:3) of "salvation (1 Pet 1:10) to those 
who believe. 

(3). Precious to those who believe. 

(a). He is precious to us because of all He has done to redeem us 
from our sins and because of all He continues to do as our Lord 
and Savior. 
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b. As foretold in Psalms 118:22-23, and Isaiah 8:14. 

(1). A stone rejected by the builders, which has become the chief 
cornerstone. 

(2). A stone of stumbling and rock of offense to those who are 
disobedient. 

(a). The unbelieving and disobedient refuse to follow the Lord's 
commands (cf. John 3:36; 2 John 9). 

(b). His commands are grievous to the unbeliever and disobedient (cf. 
1 John 5:3). 

(3). To which they were appointed. 

(a). They have an appointment with disbelief, stumbling, and offenses. 

(b). The appointment is one of their own making. 

(c). God gives these up to their passions and lusts (Rom 1:26), 
because they did not retain God in their knowledge (Rom 1:28-
32). 

B. As people of God (vs. 9-10). 

1. They are now: 

a. A chosen generation (an elect race): chosen because of faith and 
reverence in the name of God. 

(1). We do not stumble at God's word. 

(2). We are not hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

b. A royal priesthood: We offer spiritual service to God (cf. Phil 2:17; Heb 
12:28; 13:15-16). 

c. A holy nation: We are holy because we seek the Lord's forgiveness of sins 
(1 John 1:5-10). 

d. His own special people: We belong to the Lord because we were 
redeemed (purchased) by His blood (cf. Acts 20:28; 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23). 

2. They are now: 

a. To proclaim the praises (excellencies) of God: literally "declare abroad." 

(1). The praises (excellencies): "the goodness, a gracious act of God; i.e. 
salvation by the blood of Christ." 

(2). We show forth God's goodness by our own acts of holiness (holy 
living). 

b. We are called: through the gospel (2 Thess 2:13-14). 

(1). Out of darkness: "moral darkness, wickedness" (cf. Col 1:13) 
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(a). Everything that is against the nature and character of God; moral 
and spiritual depravity (cf. Isa 13:9-11; Amos 5:18-20; Eph 6:12). 

(2). Into His marvelous light: "pure, radiance, perfect brightness." 

(a). Light is often used as a symbol of goodness, uprightness, justice, 
a state of sinless perfection (cf. Eph 5:8-10; 2 Cor 4:6; 1 Thess 
5:5; 1 John 1:7). 

c. The people of God, who once were not the people of God (cf. Hos 2:23; 
Rom 9:23-26). 

(1). Who had not obtained mercy (cf. Jas 2:13). 

(2). But now have obtained mercy (cf. Psa 25:10; 32:10; Prov 28:13; 
Matt 5:7; Eph 2:4-6; Heb 4:16). 

 
III. Our duties in Christ (vs. 11-25) 

A. As sojourners (vs. 11-12) 

1. To abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul (cf. 1 John 2:15-17). 

a. The word "flesh" depicts things of this world that have no significance in 
relation to eternity (relationships, possessions, etc.). 

b. These things are not inherently evil until they become idols, or inordinate 
desires (i.e. "lusts" – uncontrollable longings, yearnings). 

c. When the desire for things of this world becomes lust, they create inner 
conflict between right and wrong ("war within the mind," cf. Jas 1:12-15). 

2. To have conduct (manner of life) honorable (appropriate) among the Gentiles 
(unbelievers). 

a. That when they speak against you as evildoers (cf. Titus 2:6-8; Jude 10).  

b. They may glorify God in the day of visitation: the day when Christ returns 
to judge the world – "the revelation of Jesus Christ" (cf. 1 Pet 1:7). 

c. Because of your good works which they observe (cf. Matt 5:14-16; 1 Tim 
5:24-25). 

B. As citizens (vs. 13-17) 

1. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake (cf. Rom 
13:1-5; Titus 3:1-2). 

a. To the king as supreme. 

(1). The Christian gives honor to whom honor is due (Rom 13:7). 

(2). Praying for all who are in authority (1 Tim 2:1-2). 

(3). Never speaking evil of dignitaries (2 Pet 2:10-11; Jude 8-9). 
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b. To governors as those sent by the king. 

(1). For the punishment of evildoers (cf. Rom 13:4b). 

(2). For the praise of those who do good (cf. Rom 13:3b-4a). 

2. For this is the will of God, as bondservants of God. 

a. That by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

(1). It is the Lord's will that we be examples of law-abiding citizens. 

(2). It is foolish to violate civil law, but even worse to violate the laws of 
God. 

b. As free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice. 

(1). We are free because we have been redeemed by the blood of Christ 
(1 Pet 1:18-19). 

(a). Even though we are free from sin, we are a possession of God 
(cf. 1 Pet 2:9; 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23). 

(2). This new freedom in Christ cannot be used as a cloak to cover or 
disguise inner wickedness. 

(a). If we profess to be a Christian we will live like a Christian. 

(b). Jesus warned His disciples against hypocritical behavior (Matt 
5:20; 6:1ff). 

3. Therefore: 

a. Honor all. 

(1). Honor: "revere, reverence, to be held worthy of honor, to value, prize."  

(2). Christians or non-Christians. "All lives matter." 

b. Love the brotherhood: "the body of Christ." 

(1). Loving our brother (cf. 1 John 3:10, 14; 4:20-21). 

c. Fear God: 

(1). Fear: "reverence, respect, obey, as well as dread the consequences 
of disobedience" (cf. Eccl 12:13; Heb 10:31; 2 Cor 5:11; cf. Matt 
10:28). 

d. Honor the king: 

(1). Honor: "to revere, venerate, esteem highly, respect." 

C. As servants (vs. 18-25) 

1. Submissive to your masters with all fear (cf. Eph 6:5-9; Col 3:22-25). 

a. Not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 
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(1). We are to conduct ourselves as Christians (examples of a Christ-like 
nature) to our employers – regardless of whether they are good or 
harsh. 

(2). Mistreatment does not give us a license to return evil for evil (1 Pet 
3:8-9). 

2. For this is commendable before God. 

a. Because of conscience before God we might endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 

(1). When we do right and suffer wrong, at least our conscience is clear 
knowing we obeyed the Lord. 

(2). Suffering for the cause of Christ is expected (2 Tim 3:12). 

b. What credit is there when beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? 

c. If when you do good and suffer, yet take it patiently, that is commendable 
(cf. Matt 5:10-12; 1 Cor 4:11-13; 2 Cor 4:8-9). 

3. For we were called to follow in the steps of Jesus our example (Isaiah 53; cf. 
Phil 2:1-11). 

a. Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth (Isa 53:9; cf. 
Heb 4:15) 

(1). When He was reviled, did not revile in return (Isa 53:7; Matt 26:62-63; 
27:13-14). 

(2). When He suffered, He did not threaten (Isa 53:9; cf. Heb 2:18). 

(3). He committed Himself to Him who judges righteously (cf. Luke 22:41-
42). 

b. Who bore our sins in His own body on the tree (Isa 53:4-6, 12; cf. 2 Cor 
5:20-21; 15:3; Gal 1:3-5). 

(1). That we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness (cf. Rom 
6:1-11). 

(2). By whose stripes you were healed (Isa 53:5). 

(3). You were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls (Isa 53:6). 

 
 
Review questions: 

1. What are the three main points of this chapter? 

(1).  

(2).  

(3).  
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2. What all must we lay aside to grow spiritually? (v. 1) 

 

3. How should we long for the Word if we want to grow spiritually? (v. 2) 

 

4. Why should we desire the Word? (v. 3) 

 

5. What kind of stone is used to describe Jesus? (v. 4) 

 

6. What two metaphors are used to describe Christians? (v. 5) 

(1).  

(2).  

7. What prophecy in Isaiah foretells the laying of a chief cornerstone in Zion? (v. 6) 

 

8. What is Jesus to those who believe? (vs. 6-7) 

 

9. What is Jesus to those who do not believe? (vs. 7-8) 

 

10. What happens to those who do not believe and are disobedient? (v. 8) 

 

11. How does Peter describe Christians? (v. 9) 

 

12. What is our duty? Why is this our duty? (vs. 9-10) 

(1).  

(2).  

13. What two things must we do as sojourners and pilgrims in this world? Why? (vs. 11-
12) 

(1).  

(2).  

(3).  

14. What is our duty toward governments of men? Why? (vs. 13-15) 

(1).  

(2).  
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15. How are we to use our freedom in Christ? (v. 16) 

 

16. What four admonitions summarize our duties to others? (v. 17) 

(1).  

(2).  

(3).  

(4).  

17. What is the duty of servants to their masters? (v. 18) 

 

18. What is commendable before God? (vs. 19-20) 

 

19. To what have we been called? (v. 21) 

 

20. Name three things Jesus did when He patiently suffered wrong? (vs. 22-23) 

(1).  

(2).  

(3).  

21. What two things are mentioned here that Jesus accomplished for us? (v. 24) 

(1).  

(2).  

22. Why did Jesus do this for us? (v. 25) 

 


