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___________________________ 
Studies in 1st Peter – Lesson Five 

 

Studies in 1st Peter 

Chapter Four 

Lesson Five 

 

Objectives: 

1. To notice the attitude we should have toward suffering for righteousness' sake. 

2. To review how Christians were to serve God in expectation of "the end of all 
things"1 (1 Pet 4:7).  

 

Summary: 

I. The theme of suffering for righteousness' sake continues. 

A. Since Christ was willing to suffer for us in the flesh, Christians should have 
the same attitude (mindset) toward suffering (1 Pet 4:1-6). 

1. We should live to do the will of God rather than spend our time fulfilling the 
lusts of men. 

2. We've wasted our past lifetime living like unbelievers through the sins of 
lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, etc. 

3. When we give up this lifestyle, those in the world may think we are 
strange. 

4. Yet they will also give an account to Him who will judge both the living and 
the dead by the gospel preached to those who are dead (in sin). 

B. Peter admonished Christians to be serious minded, watchful in prayers, 
fervent in love for one another, and hospitable to one another without 
grumbling (1 Pet 4:7-11). 

1. We are also to make use of our gifts as good stewards of God's grace, 
whether it be in speaking or serving. 

2. We should also use our abilities to glorify God through Christ who has all 
authority and power. 

C. Suffering for Christ (experiencing "fiery trials") should not be considered a 
strange thing (1 Pet 4:12-19). 

  

                                  
1 Opinions differ whether Peter is alluding to the second coming of Christ as being "at hand," or referring 
to "the end of all things" that pertain to the rites and ceremonies of Judaism following the destruction of 
the temple (70 AD). 
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1. Those who partake of Christ's sufferings will be exceedingly glad when His 
glory is revealed.2 

2. The ones who are reproached for Christ are blessed. 

a. Because the Spirit of God rests upon them. 

b. Because they glorify Christ by their suffering. 

3. While the Christian should never suffer for doing evil, there is nothing 
shameful about suffering for Christ. 

4. As God's judgment draws near, what will become of those who have not 
obeyed the gospel? 

5. Yet, those who suffer according to the will of God can commit their souls 
in doing good to Him who is a faithful Creator. 

 
Outline: 

I. Our duties as sufferers for righteousness' sake (1 Pet 4:1-6) 

A. We should have the mind of Christ (vs. 1-3). 

1. Who suffered for us in the flesh (cf. Isa 53:3-7; Acts 17:2-3; 26:22-23). 

a. Therefore, we should arm ourselves with the same mind (mindset) (cf. 
John 15:18-20). 

(1). The picture Peter paints is of a soldier arming himself for battle. 

(a). Our attitudes toward suffering will determine whether we win or 
lose the conflict. 

(b). A willingness to suffer for Christ will gain us the victory, whereas 
uncertainty or lack of commitment will lead to defeat. 

(2). Christians have always experienced suffering at the hands of wicked 
men (Acts 8:1.3; Heb 10:32-34). 

(3). Peter and the other apostles suffered persecution – beatings and 
imprisonment (Acts 5:40-41; 12:1-4). 

(4). Paul (Saul) who once persecuted Christians also suffered 
persecution as a Christian (2 Cor 11:23-28). 

b. For he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin. 

(1). This cannot mean the death of Jesus brought an end to His sin, 
because He had no sin (1 Pet 2:21-22; Heb 4:15). 

(a). Jesus suffered to free us from our sins (Rom 6:18-23; 1 Pet 
3:18). 

                                  
2 "When His glory is revealed" – literally a "manifestation of power characterized by glory – glorious 
power, amazing might" (Louw and Nida Greek Lexicon). 
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(2). However, for us physical death brings an end to sin because it brings 
an end to temptation. 

(3). Peter seems to continue the thought from chapter 3 where it is said 
baptism saves us, therefore we have "died with Christ" (Col 2:20; 3:3-
4; 2 Tim 2:11), and we "died to sin" (Rom 6:4-11; 1 Pet 2:24). 

c. The suffering and death of Christ, and His resurrection from the dead also 
brought an end of sins power over us. 

(1). It makes it possible for us to be forgiven of sins (Acts 2:38). 

(2). Sin no longer has dominion over the baptized believer (Rom 6:12-
14). 

(3). It gives us the victory over spiritual death (sin), and frees us from the 
fear of physical death (1 Cor 15:54-58). 

(4). We are also empowered to overcome anything that stands in our way 
of heaven (Rom 8:37-39). 

d. We should no longer live in the flesh to fulfill the lusts of men, but live for 
the will of God (Rom 6:19; 8:5-8; 13:14). 

(1). The contrast is between the desires of men and the will of God. 

(a). We once fulfilled the lust and desires of our flesh (Eph 2:1-3). 

(b). The will of God is that we abstain from the desires of the flesh (1 
Thess 4:3-7; 1 Pet 2:15-17; 1 John 2:15-17). 

2. No longer doing the will of the Gentiles – living like unbelievers (cf. Eph 2:11-
13). 

a. Which we have done enough in the past. 

(1). The Christian's sinful past has no bearing on the future (1 Cor 6:9-11)  

b. Walking in: 

(1). Lewdness: lasciviousness, licentiousness – lacking moral discipline 
or sexual restraint. 

(2). Lusts: desire, yearning, longing after things of this world. 

(3). Drunkenness: given to drinking (strong drink), a habitual drinker. 

(4). Revelries: literally "a festive procession" – frolicking with no sense of 
decency or moral restraint. 

(5). Drinking parties: gatherings for the express purpose of drinking 
strong drink until intoxicated. 

(6). Abominable idolatries: unlawful worship of idols (cf. 1 Cor 10:14). 

c. We are "in the world" but not "of the world", nor are we to be "conformed 
to the world" (John 17:14-16; Rom 12:1-2). 
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B. We should not be discouraged by the ridicule of unbelievers (vs. 4-6). 

1. Others may think we are strange – odd, weird. 

a. We may be criticized because we do not "run with them in the same flood 
of dissipation."3 

(1). Unbelievers do not understand the radical change that takes place in 
the child of God. 

(a). Paul was accused of being out of his mind (Acts 26:24). 

(b). We should not feel ashamed because critics thought the same 
of Jesus (Mark 3:21). 

b. They will speak evil of us (Matt 5:11-12), but this may give us an 
opportunity to teach them (2 Tim 2:24-26; 1 Pet 3:15-16). 

c. We must please God, not men (Gal 1:10), and we must fear God, not men 
(Matt 10:28; 1 Pet 3:13-14). 

2. However, they will give an account (Heb 9:27; Rom 14:10b; 2 Cor 5:10). 

a. To Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead (2 Tim 4:1). 

b. For which reason the gospel was preached to those who are dead – in 
trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1, 5; Col 2:13). 

(1). That they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live 
according to God in the spirit. 

(2). People who live in the flesh will always judge and condemn those 
who live according to God. 

 

II. Duties while the end of all things draws near (1 Pet 4:7-19). 

A. We must pray, love, and serve (vs. 7-11). 

1. Since the end of all things is at hand:4 

a. Be serious and watchful in our prayers. 

(1). Have a "sound mind" – a clear and steady mind, sensible, discreet, 
wise, in control over sensual desires, moderate, chaste. 

(a). One of the qualifications for elders (1 Tim 3:2; Titus 2:1-6). 

(2). Remain watchful and be vigilant in prayers, especially by those 
undergoing persecution (cf. Eph 6:18; Col 4:2). 

b. Above all things, have fervent love for one another, which covers a 
multitude of sins (1 Pet 1:22; 2:17). 

                                  
3 Literally "the same excess of wickedness," i.e. debauchery, degeneracy, depravity. 
4 Peter does not explain how "the end of all things is at hand" but tells Christians how to prepare. 
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(1). Genuine love expresses itself in its obedience to God (John 14:15). 

(2). Genuine love for others is expressed by loving them as we love 
ourselves (Rom 13:9-10; Eph 5:28). 

(3). We are taught by God to love one another (1 Thess 4:9). 

(4). Love covers a multitude of sins (Prov 10:12). 

(a). Those who truly love one another are compassionate, forgiving, 
merciful. 

(b). Love doesn't excuse sin, but rather creates an atmosphere 
where repentance of sins is welcomed warmly. 

c. Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.5 

(1). Hospitality – literally "kindness to strangers, cordial, warm and 
generous with guests." 

(2). Hospitality is not only a requirement for elders (1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8), 
it's mandatory for all Christians (1 Pet 4:9; Rom 12:9-13; Heb 13:1-2; 
cf. 3 John 5-8). 

(3). But we must be discerning when it comes to hospitality (2 John 9-11). 

d. Minister our gifts to one another as good stewards of God's manifold 
grace. 

(1). Those who speak should do so as the oracles of God (Gal 1:6-12; 
Col 3:17; 2 Tim 4:2). 

(a). Speaking as the oracles of God necessitates knowing the 
oracles of God (cf. Heb 5:12-14; 1 Tim 1:5-7) 

(2). Those who serve should do so with the ability God provides (Gal 
6:10; Rom 12:3-8). 

(3). That in all things God may be glorified through Jesus, to whom 
belongs the glory and dominion forever (cf. 2 Thess 2:11-12). 

B. We must rejoice and glorify God (vs. 12-16). 

1. Rejoice to the extent that we partake of Christ's sufferings (Matt 5:12; Rom 
5:1-4; Phil 2:17-18; 1 Pet 1:6-9). 

a. Don't think the fiery trial to come as some strange thing (1 Thess 3:4;  
2 Tim 3:12). 

(1). We should expect suffering and persecution because we are different 
from the world (cf. 2 Cor 6:14-18). 

b. When His glory is revealed, we may also be glad with exceeding joy (cf. 
Jude 24-25). 

                                  
5 Grumbling – murmuring (complaint ruins the effect of hospitality). 
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c. We are blessed if reproached for the name of Christ. 

(1). For the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon us (Rom 8:14-17). 

(2). On their part, He is blasphemed (cf. Matt 27:39-44), but on our part, 
He is glorified. 

2. Glorify God through such suffering (cf. Acts 5:41). 

a. Our faith will be tested by trials (1 Pet 1:6-9; Jas 1:2-4) 

b. However, not every believer grows to the point where suffering is seen as 
an opportunity to glorify God. 

(1). Many were giving up Christ to avoid persecution (cf. John 12:42-43; 
Luke 8:13; Heb 10:36-38). 

c. But we are never alone in suffering for Christ – the Lord was with Paul in 
all his trials (Acts 23:11; 27:21-25; 2 Tim 4:9-18). 

3. Suffering and persecution is an unavoidable consequence of being a 
Christian. 

a. If we are suffering or being persecuted, we should ask ourselves why? 

(1). Are we suffering because of sin (i.e. "as a murderer, a thief, an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters"). 

(2). Or are we suffering because we are doing right "as a Christian"?6 

b. We should never be ashamed to suffer as a Christian (Mark 8:38; 2 Tim 
1:12). 

(1). We suffer for His name's sake (Acts 5:41; 9:16; 21:13). 

C. We must trust in the will of God (vs. 17-19). 

1. The time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God.7 

a. If it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the 
gospel of God (Rom 2:5-11)? 

b. If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and sinner 
appear (cf. Prov 11:31)? 

(1). "Scarcely" (Gr. Molis) – literally "accomplished only with difficulty" or 
"not easily… vary rarely." 

(2). We must ask ourselves if being a Christian is easy or difficult? 

(3). If we are not struggling to be faithful, striving with difficulty, can we 
really expect to be saved? 

                                  
6 The word "Christian" is used only three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet 4:16). 
7 Opinions differ whether this "judgment" is the final judgment at the second coming of Christ, or judgment 
in the form of persecutions against Christians. If it is speaking of persecutions, the Christian can endure 
persecutions because of the hope of eternal life – but the unbeliever cannot endure because he has no 
hope.  
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2. Let those who suffer according to the will of God "commit" their souls to Him. 

a. The word "commit" is a banking figure of making a deposit for 
safekeeping. 

(1). Paul used this term in reference to Timothy (1 Tim 1:18-19; 2 Tim 
2:2). 

(2). Jesus also used this term as He died (Luke 23:46). 

b. Commit our souls in well-doing (doing good). 

(1). This is the only time this Greek word "agathopolia" is used in the New 
Testament, and means "taking a course of right action, acting 
uprightly." 

3. To a faithful Creator. 

a. God is our faithful Creator because He provides for the needs of His 
people – food, clothing, shelter, protection, eternal life. 

 

Review questions: 

1. What are the two main points of this chapter? 

(1). 

(2). 

2. What two reasons are given for us to have the "mind of Christ" regarding 
suffering? (v. 1) 

(1). 

(2). 

3. How should we live in whatever time we have left in the flesh? (v. 2) 

 

4. What sins are mentioned as being "the will of the Gentiles"? (v. 3) 

 

5. How do people in the world react when we no longer do such things? (v. 4) 

 

6. To whom shall they have to answer? (v. 5) 

 

7. Why was the gospel preached to those who are dead? (v. 6) 
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8. In view of the end of all things being at hand, list four ways we should live (vs. 7-10) 

(1). 

(2). 

(3). 

(4). 

9. How should we speak?  How should we serve?  Why? (v. 11) 

(1). 

(2). 

(3). 

10. What two ways should we react to any fiery trial that may come our way? (vs. 12-13) 

(1). 

(2). 

11. What do those who suffer for Christ have to look forward to? (v. 13) 

 

12. List two ways why one who suffers for Christ is blessed? (v. 14) 

(1). 

(2). 

13. What reasons should a Christian not suffer? (v. 15) 

 

14. How should we react if we suffer as a Christian? (v. 16) 

 

15. Upon whom does the judgment of God begin? Who will face the greater judgment? 
(v. 17) 

(1). 

(2). 

16. Who will be "scarcely saved"? (v. 18) 

 

17. What two things should those who suffer according to the will of God do? (v. 19) 

(1). 

(2). 


