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Studies in 2nd Peter 

Chapter One 

Lesson One 

 

Objectives: 

1. To understand the value of growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

2. To know what is involved in growing in the knowledge of Jesus. 

3. To appreciate the importance of being reminded of things we already know. 

4. To see that our faith comes from eyewitness testimony and prophetic fulfillment. 
 

Summary: 

I. Peter addresses his second epistle to those with "like precious faith" (2 Pet 
1:1-4). 

A. These are apparently the same recipients to whom he wrote his first epistle 
(3:1; cf. 1 Pet 1:1). 

1. His greeting of grace and peace is given, and relates to the knowledge 
of God and Jesus (v. 2). 

a. This gives us one of the main themes of this epistle. 

2. Reference is then made to God's divine power (v. 3). 

a. It is the source of all things that pertain to life and godliness. 

b. It also includes precious promises. 
(1). Those who have escaped worldly lusts may now be partakers 

of the divine nature (v. 4). 

 

II. In view of these blessings, Peter exhorts us to be fruitful (2 Pet 1:5-11). 

A. To be fruitful in the knowledge of Christ, we must add to our faith: 

1. Virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and love (vs. 5-7). 

a. We must "abound" in these character traits (v. 8). 

2. Failing to do so indicates a serious spiritual condition (v. 9). 

3. Being diligent to add and cultivate these traits will: 

a. Make our calling and election sure (v. 10). 
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b. Provide us with an abundant entrance into the heavenly kingdom 
of Jesus Christ (v. 11). 

B. Why would Peter write these things to those already established in these 
godly traits? (vs. 12-15). 

1. His time on earth is short. 

a. He wants to stir them up (vs. 12-13). 

b. He also wants them to be mindful of these things after he is gone 
(vs. 14-15). 

2. Peter reminds them of the power and coming of the Lord (vs. 16-18;  
cf. Matt 17:1-9). 

a. Peter is not deceiving them through cunningly devised fables (v. 16). 

b. He was an eyewitness of the power of God (v. 16). 

c. As an example, Peter speaks about what he witnessed on the Mount 
of Transfiguration (vs. 17-18; cf. Matt 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10). 

3. Finally, Peter exhorts them to give careful heed to the prophetic word 
(vs. 19-21). 

a. This word will be a light in a dark place until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in their heart (v. 19). 

b. The reason these prophecies must be heeded – they came from men 
who were moved by the Holy Spirit (vs. 20-21). 

 

Outline: 

I. Introduction (2 Pet 1:1-2). 

A. The author. 

1. Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ (v. 1a).  

a. Peter (Petros) is his Greek name (1 Pet 1:1). 

b. Simeon is his Hebrew name (Acts 15:14 [ASV, NASV]). 

(1). Simon is the Greek version of Simeon (John 1:40-42). 

(2). Thus, Simon Peter. 

c. Peter is also called Cephas (Aramaic for Peter) which is "stone" in English 
(Matt 16:18). 

B. The date and recipients (v. 1b; cf. 3:1). 

1. The date of this epistle is uncertain. 

a. This was a time of persecution against Christians, and was probably near 
the time of Peter's death. 

b. That would make the date of this letter sometime before 68 AD. 
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(1). Evidence suggests Peter's first letter was written around 64 AD 
during the reign of Nero (37-68 AD). 

(2). Since Nero committed suicide in 68 AD, it is assumed this epistle 
was written shortly after his first, and near the time of Peter's death. 

c. It is commonly believed Peter may have been one of Nero's victims 
(cf. John 21:18-19). 

2. This letter seems to have been written to the same recipients as his first 
(cf. 3:1). 

a. His first epistle was written to "pilgrims of the Dispersion" (1 Pet 1:1). 

b. This letter is written "to those who have obtained like precious faith" 
(v. 1b). 

(1). Literally, "a faith as precious (priceless) as ours." 

(2). The recipients shared this faith with Peter and the other apostles. 

3. Their faith was obtained "by (through) the righteousness of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ." 

a. Justification from sin comes through the righteousness of God – declaring 
we are acquitted from punishment, and become the recipients of God's 
favor (Rom 3:23-26). 

(1). We cannot obtain justification from sin through our own 
righteousness (Isa 64:6; Titus 3:4-5), although some have tried 
(Rom 10:1-3).  

b. Justification through God's righteousness is revealed in the gospel (Rom 
1:16-17), and comes through the preaching of the gospel (cf. 1 Cor 15:1-8; 
1 Tim 3:16). 

c. Peter affirms the deity (Godhood) of Jesus Christ – "our God and Savior" 
(v. 1b) 

(1). The Bible affirms the Godhead (Acts 17:29 [called "Divine Nature" 
in all but the King James Version]; Rom 1:20; and Col 2:9).   

(2). Jesus is called God (John 1:1-3; 10:30; 20:28; Phil 2:5-9; Col 2:9; 
Heb 1:8). 

C. Greeting (v. 2). 

1. Grace and peace be multiplied (be lavished upon you). 

a. We are pardoned, sanctified, and saved by God's grace through the blood 
of Christ (Eph 1:7; 2:8). 

b. Therefore, we have peace of mind knowing we have been reconciled 
to God through Jesus Christ (Rom 5:1-2; 15:13; Col 1:19-20). 

c. Peter prays this grace and peace grows and intensifies, reaching 
its fullness through their "precious faith" (cf. 1 Pet 1:2). 
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2. Multiplied in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

a. Saving grace and peaceful assurance comes only by having true and 
correct knowledge (understanding) of God and Jesus our Lord (cf. 1 Cor 
15:34; Eph 3:3-4). 

b. This is an understanding of truth – a correct understanding of the plan 
of salvation and how salvation is freely given by God's grace (Col 1:9-10;  
1 Tim 2:3-4; Heb 10:26-27). 

 

II. Grow in grace and knowledge (2 Pet 1:3-21). 

A. Grow through God's precious gift (vs. 3-4). 

1. His divine power has given us all things that pertain to (required for) 
life and godliness (v. 3). 

a. Life and godliness are achieved through the knowledge and 
understanding of God's inspired word (cf. Rom 1:16-17). 

(1). God's divine power was manifested through the work of the Holy 
Spirit in inspiration and revelation. 

(a). Jesus promised his apostles they would receive revelation 
through the Holy Spirit (cf. John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-15). 

(2). It is through God's divinely inspired word that we receive an 
understanding of all that pertains to life and godliness (cf. Eph 3.1-4). 

b. We are given life and godliness. 

(1). Life – justification of life (Rom 5:18), newness of life (Rom 6:4), 
everlasting (eternal) life (Rom 6:22-23), and the aroma of life 
(2 Cor 2:14-16). 

(2). Godliness – holiness, "behavior reflecting correct religious beliefs 
and attitudes"1  

c. Having a true and proper understanding of God's word, along with 
our obedience to His word, assures us of "life and godliness." 

2. We are called through His glory and virtue (v. 3). 

a. Through the gospel, we understand God's "glory" (divine attributes, 
majesty) and His "virtue" (divine power, perfection, excellence). 

(1). We called upon to meditate on things virtuous and praiseworthy 
(Phil 4:8-9). 

b. God calls us to salvation through the gospel by His glorious attributes 
and by His divine power (cf. Rom 1:16). 

                                  
1 Louw and Nida Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 
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c. We are also called through the gospel to acquire the glory of Jesus Christ 
(2 Thess 2:13-15). 

3. God has given us exceedingly great and precious promises (v. 4). 

a. Through salvation from sin by the blood of Christ, we are given these 
great and precious promises (cf. Heb 4;1-3; 6:11-12; 9:15; 10:36-39; 
1 John 2:24-25; 2 Cor 7:1). 

b. Through these promises we may become partakers of the divine nature. 

(1). God divine nature is holiness, virtue, perfection, righteousness, etc. 

(2). We become partakers of this divine nature when our sins are washed 
away, and by maintaining that divine nature (cf. Matt 5:48; 1 Pet 
1:13-16; Eph 1:3-4). 

c. We must escape "the corruption that is in the world through lust." 

(1). Moral corruption destroys the soul and body. 

(2). We must "escape" that corruption (as a condemned man escaping 
from a cell). 

(3). The corruption in the world originates in the "lust" of men's hearts 
(cf. Matt 15:19). 

(4). We escape sin and unrighteousness of this world by attaining 
and maintaining God's divine nature. 

B. Because of this be diligent to add to our faith: (vs. 5-11) 

1. Diligence – to act with haste, to be serious (v. 5). 

2. Add to our faith: (vs. 5-7) 

a. Virtue – moral goodness. 

b. Knowledge – a proper understanding of spiritual things. 

c. Self-control – mastery over desires and passions (sensual appetites). 

d. Perseverance – steadfastness, unwavering even in the greatest trials 
and suffering. 

e. Godliness – absolute devotion toward God and a desire to adopt His 
attributes (divine nature). 

f. Brotherly kindness – genuine steadfast and sacrificial love for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

g. Love – genuine affection and sacrificial good will toward others  
(cf. 1 Cor 13:4-8a). 

3. These things must "abound" in us – be rich in abundance (v. 8-9). 

a. If they abound in us, we will not become: 

(1). Barren (literally: idle, inactive). 
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(2). Unfruitful (not producing what is expected of us) in the knowledge 
(precise and correct understanding) of Jesus Christ. 

b. If they do not abound in us, we will become: 

(1). Blind (unable to understand or comprehend). 

(a). Unable to see our responsibility to grow spiritually. 

(2). Shortsighted (lacking spiritual insight). 

(a). Only being concerned with the here and now. 

(3). Forgetful that we were cleansed from sin (by the blood of Jesus 
Christ). 

(a). Showing ingratitude and apathy toward the cost to free us from 
sins. 

4. Make our call and election sure (v. 10). 

a. We must make every effort to confirm our calling is sure and stable. 

(1). Being certain we were called by the true gospel, and obeyed that 
calling (cf. 2 Thess 2:13-15). 

b. We also make every effort to confirm our election (being chosen) is sure 
and steadfast (cf. Eph 1:3-6). 

(1). Guarantee our election is sure by obeying the gospel through which 
we were called (1 Thess 1:2-5), and being Christ-like (Col 3:12-15). 

5. Ensuring that we do not stumble. 

a. Literally, "to strike the foot against a stone or other obstacle in the path" 
(Thayer). 

b. Being disobedient (1 Pet 2:8; Heb 4:11), or falling back into sin (1 Cor 
10:12-13; Heb 6:4-6; 12:14-15). 

6. Ensuring an abundant entrance (without reservation) into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 11). 

a. Those baptized into Christ have been added to the kingdom (Acts 2:38-41; 
Col 1:13; 1 Thess 2:12). 

b. The everlasting kingdom speaks of heaven itself at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ (1 Thess 4:13-18). 

C. Peter had a solemn duty to remind them (vs. 12-21). 

1. Even though Peter's readers already knew these things (v. 12): 

a. He reminded them: 

(1). Of the promises associated with attaining the divine nature. 

(2). Of the danger of falling back into sin.  
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b. Peter urged them to not neglect or take for granted the spiritual blessings 
they have in Christ. 

c. By reminding them, they are assured of being established (firmly fixed to 
stand unwaveringly) in these truths. 

2. His reason: Peter's time on earth is coming to an end (vs. 13-15). 

a. The Lord foretold Peter's death (John 21:15-19). 

b. Peter wants to be sure they will remember these truths after his death. 

c. Paul had similar concerns (Acts 20:28-31). 

3. They had not followed "cunningly devised fables" (v. 16). 

 a. Peter had not deceived them with fictitious tales or blatant lies by 
concealing and disguising them as truth. 

(1). Paul urged Timothy and Titus to also beware of "fables" – false 
teaching passed off as truth (1 Tim 1:3-4; 4:7; 2 Tim 4:3-4; Titus 
1:13-14). 

4. Peter's message was based on eyewitness testimony (vs. 16-18). 

a. Peter, James, and John were present to witness the Lord's majesty 
at the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt 17:1-8). 

b. Jesus received honor and glory from God – "This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." 

5. Peter's message was also based on confirmed prophecy (vs. 19-21). 

a. Prophecy is confirmed when it is fulfilled (cf. Deut 18:21-22). 

(1). The prophecies regarding Jesus Christ, redemption through His 
blood, and the establishment of the spiritual kingdom have all been 
fulfilled. 

(2). The fulfillment of prophecies regarding the fall of Jerusalem were still 
in the future (Matt 24; Mark 13; Luke 21). 

b. Therefore, take heed to these prophecies – as a lamp shining in darkness, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises (v. 19). 

(1). Trying to understand prophecy before it is fulfilled is like shining a 
light in a dark place – visibility is limited to only what is illuminated. 

(2). But when prophecy becomes fulfilled, it is like the day star that rises 
to announce the dawning of another day – everything becomes 
visible in the daylight. 

c. The prophetic nature of Scripture (vs. 20-21).  

(1). Prophecy was not of private interpretation (its origin or source was 
not the prophet), nor did it come by the will of man. 
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(2). Prophecy came through holy men of God who spoke as they were 
moved (inspired) by the Holy Spirit. 

(a). The Holy Spirit entered or fell upon some (Ezek 2:1-2; 11:5). 

(b). Others received visions or dreams (Dan 7:1; Obed 1:1; Joel 
2:28f; Amos 1:1; Zech 1:7f). 

(c). God spoke (testified) through the prophets by the Holy Spirit 
(Neh 9:30; Ezek 1:3; 11:4-7) 

(3). Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would guide His apostles (cf. John  
15:26-27; 16:12-15). 

 

Review questions: 

1. What are the two main points of this chapter? 

(1). 

(2). 

2. To whom does Peter address this epistle? (v. 1) 

 

3. In what way are grace and peace multiplied for the Christian? (v. 2) 

 

4. What two things has God's divine power given to us? How? (v. 3) 

(1). 

(2). 

(3).  

5. What else has been given to us? Why? (v. 4) 

(1). 

(2). 

(3). 

6. What spiritual graces are we to diligently add to our faith? (vs. 5-7) 

 

7. What will be our condition if we abound in these graces? (v. 8) 

 

8. What two things will we be if we lack these graces? (v. 9) 

(1). 

(2). 
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9. What three blessings will we receive in doing these things? (vs. 10-11) 

(1). 

(2). 

(3). 

10. What was Peter careful to ensure concerning these things? (vs. 12,15) 

(1). 

(2). 

11. What did Peter hope to accomplish?  What did he know would soon happen? (vs. 
13-14) 

(1). 

(2). 

12. In making known the power and coming of the Lord Jesus, what two claims did Peter 
make? (v. 16) 

(1). 

(2). 

13. What experience in Jesus' life does Peter refer to as an example of witnessing the 
Lord's honor and glory? (vs. 17-18) 

 

14. In addition to apostolic testimony, what else is there to which we should give careful 
heed? (v. 19) 

 

15. How does this word serve us? (v. 19) 

 

16. What two things should be remembered regarding the prophetic word? (vs. 20-21) 

(1). 

(2). 

 


