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Studies in 2nd Peter 

Chapter Three 

Lesson Three 
 
Objectives: 

• Remember there will be those who ridicule the Lord's coming. 

• Remember the events that occur when the Lord returns, and the promise of new 
heavens and a new earth. 

• Recall Peter's warm feelings toward the apostle Paul. 

• Consider the warning about falling away, and the need to grow in grace and 
knowledge. 

 

Summary: 

I. In the concluding chapter of 2nd Peter the apostle wants to "stir up" his readers. 

A. He reminds them to listen to the words of the prophets and apostles of the 
Lord (vs. 1-9). 

1. This is especially important since those words concern the promise of the 
Lord's coming. 

a. In the last days scoffers will come. 

b. They will conveniently forget the word that warns of a judgment day 
with fire. 

c. This was the same word that brought the destruction of the world by 
the flood. 

2. Any delay in the coming of the day of the Lord is not to be interpreted as 
slowness on the Lord's part. 

a. Time means nothing to the Lord. 

3. Delay is prompted by the Lord's longsuffering. 

a. He does not want any to perish, but for all to repent. 

B. The day of the Lord will be unexpected – like a thief in the night (v.10).   

1. A mighty inferno will disintegrate the heavens and the earth. 

2. All its works will be burned up.   

C. In anticipation of such things (vs.11-13): 

1. Christians must focus on our holy conduct and godliness. 

a. We should eagerly look forward to that day. 
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b. The Lord will then fulfill His promise of new heavens and a new earth 
where righteousness dwells. 

2. We must view the longsuffering of the Lord as an opportunity for salvation. 

a. Even Paul wrote of this in his epistles. 

b. They are sometimes hard to understand. 

c. But his words are twisted by unlearned and unstable souls to their own 
destruction, just like they do the rest of the Scriptures. 

D. Peter concludes his second and last epistle (vs. 14-18): 

1. With an admonition to beware of falling away. 

2. With a command to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 

3. With an expression of praise to Christ. 

 

Outline: 

I. The "last days" will be a time when men will ridicule the idea of the Lord's second 
coming and final judgment. 

A. Many in the first century misinterpreted the teachings of the apostles about 
Christ's return. 

1. Some believed frequent references to the Lord's return implied it was near 
(Matt 3:2-3; 4:17; 1Mark 9:1; Pet 4:7; 5:4; Jas 5:7-9; Heb 1:1-2; 9:28; 10:24-
25, 37; 1 John 2:28; 3:2). 

a. Also: (Rom 13:11-12; 1 Cor 15:12-58; Eph 5:14-16; Phil 3:20-21; 4:5; 
Col 3:4; 1 Thess 4:15-18; 5:6; 2 Thess 1:1-10; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1-5; 
Titus 2:11-13; Matt 24:21-31; 24:42—25:12; Rev 1:1, 3; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 
20). 

b. Compare: (Isa 13:9-11; Amos 5:18, 20; 1 Thess 5:1-9; 2 Pet 3:3-4, 8, 10; 
Rev 6:12-17; 8:12). 

2. Some false teachers led others to believe it had already occurred (2 Thess 
2:1-4; 2 Tim 2:16-18). 

3. And then, there were false teacher who ridiculed the whole concept of the 
second coming of Christ and the destruction of the heavens and the earth 
(i.e. 2 Pet 3). 

B. However, neither Jesus nor the apostles taught that the second coming of 
Christ was imminent. 

1. John the Baptist and Jesus said the "kingdom of heaven is at hand" – both 
referring to the spiritual kingdom (the Lord's church). 

2. Other passages are specific references to the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem (AD 70) and the end of the Jewish nation. 
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3. Still others are prophecies concerning God's judgment against the Roman 
Empire – the persecutor of the Lord's church. 

4. And finally, there are other passages that describe what will occur when 
Christ returns, but do not imply the Lord's return is imminent. 

C. None of the apostles knew when the Lord would return – not even an 
approximate era for His second coming. 

1. Their divinely inspired message was to Christians of every era, whether 
near, or in the ages to come. 

2. It's highly doubtful any of the inspired writer of Scripture knew the world 
would still be standing more than two-thousand years from their day. 

a. However, despite the time-span between the establishment of the Lord's 
church and His return, Christians of every era were admonished to be 
watchful. 

3. If Christians of the first century believed the return of Christ was imminent, 
they didn't get that from the teachings of the apostles. 

a. It would have come from their own misunderstanding, or from those who 
twisted the Scriptures to say something the apostles never said. 

D. False teachers and scoffers (skeptics) have always perverted the teachings 
about Christ's return. 

1. Those who claim the Lord's second coming is "at hand" do the most 
damage to the faith of others. 

a. False "prophets" today who are foolish enough to pinpoint the day of 
Christ's return severely weaken the faith of their followers. 

b. This gives skeptics the opportunity to completely demoralize and destroy 
the faith of those duped by false prophets. 

2. Among the most notorious for making predictions are: 

a. William Miller, Charles Russell, and the Jehovah's Witnesses have 
predicted all the following dates: (1780, 1798,1799, 1829, 1840, 1844, 
1846, 1872, 1874, 1878, 1880, 1881, 1891, 1906, 1910, 1914, 
1915,1917, 1918, 1920, 1921, 1925, 1926, 1928, 1932, 1940s, 1951, 
1975, 2000, ongoing). 

b. Herbert W. Armstrong – "Worldwide Radio Church of God" also kept 
revising his predictions for the Lord's second coming: (1936, 1943, 1972, 
1975). 

c. Lester Sumrall – Pentecostal "World Harvest Radio International" made 
two predictions for the Lord would return: (1985, 2000). 

d. Pat Robertson – "700 Club" twice predicted the Lord's return: (1982, 
Apr 2007). 
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e. Harold Camping – "Family Radio" also constantly revised his predictions, 
and spent millions advertising the Lord's second coming would occur in: 
(Sep 1994, Oct 1994, Mar 1995, May 2011, Oct 2011). 

 

II. The apostle Peter, after warning of false teachers (chapter 2), now addresses 
critics of the return of Christ (vs.1-9). 

A. Peter wrote this second epistle with two objectives in mind (vs. 1-4). 

1. First, to "stir up" his readers (lit. "to awaken from sleep… to stir to action"). 

a. False teachers are most effective in congregations that are spiritually 
asleep – where there is a lack of leadership, or where members are 
indifferent. 

b. There is a reason why we must be vigilant (1 Pet 5:8). 

2. Second, to encourage his readers to "remember." 

a. Being mindful of the prophets' words and the apostles' commandments 
(2 Pet 1:12-15). 

b. Scoffers (skeptics, critics, doubters) will come in the last days, walking 
according to their own lusts. 

(1). They will question the promise of the Lord's coming, causing many 
to doubt those promises. 

(2). They will contend all things continue as they were since creation. 

B. Remember the world was destroyed once before (vs. 5-7). 

1. Scoffers willfully (intentionally, deliberately) forget: 

a. The word of God formed dry land during creation, separating land 
and sea (Gen 1:9-10; Psa 36:6-7). 

b. The word of God also destroyed the world by sending a flood over 
the face of the earth (Gen 6:1-8:19; 2 Pet 2:5). 

c. The same word that brought destruction by water now promises 
destruction by fire. 

(1). The heavens and earth that now exists are reserved for fire. 

d. This will be the day of judgment and the perdition (destruction) of 
ungodly men (Rom 2:1-11; 14:10-12; 2 Cor 5:10; 2 Thess 1:6-10). 

C. Remember the Lord's view of time and His longsuffering (vs. 8-9). 

1. Do not forget, time has no meaning to the Lord. 

a. Man's existence is governed by time (from seconds to years), but God 
is not subject to time – He is eternal. 

b. To him, one day is no different from a thousand years; and a thousand 
years is no different to the Lord than a single day. 
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2. The Lord is not slack (not slow) concerning His promise. 

a. We judge time in relation to our own limited lifespan. 

b. Since our existence is limited to a certain number of years, it may seem 
the Lord is moving slowly to carry out His promises. 

c. But He operates on His own eternal timetable. 

3. What we see as slowness, He sees as longsuffering (patience). 

a. Longsuffering: "…a state of emotional calm in the face of provocation 
or misfortune and without complaint or irritation - 'patience.'" 1  

b. There are two reasons for God's longsuffering: 

(1). He is not willing that any perish – He is gracious, merciful, and filled 
with lovingkindness. 

(2). He wants all to repent – He wants to grant eternal life to everyone 
who is willing to turn away from sin. 

 

III. The day of the Lord will come (vs. 10-18). 

A. There will be unexpected and cataclysmic destruction (vs. 10-12). 

1. The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night (v. 10). 

a. The Lord's coming will be without any warning – no "signs of the times" 
(1 Thess 5:1-4). 

2. Here is the sequence of events (v. 10): 

a. The heavens will pass away with a great noise. 

(1). Great noise: "…pertaining to a sudden noise made by swift 
movement… with a shrill noise, with a rushing noise… the heavens 
will disappear with a 'rushing noise' 2 Peter 3:10. The expression 
'with a rushing noise' may be rendered as 'suddenly and with a roar' 
or 'quickly and with a lot of noise.'" 2  

b. The elements will melt with fervent heat. 

(1). Melt: "To loosen, undo, dissolve, anything bound, tied, 
or compacted together." 3 

c. The earth and its works will be burned up. 

(1). Burned up: "Consume by fire." 4 

  

                                  
1 Louw & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon Based on Semantic Domain 
2 ibid 
3 Thayer Greek-English Lexicon 
4 ibid 
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d. The heavens will be dissolved being on fire. 

(1). Dissolved: "Destroyed." 5 

3. Since all these things will be dissolved (vs.11-12): 

a. Peter leaves no room for doubt: 

(1). It is certain Jesus will return. 

(2). It is also certain all these things will be destroyed – life will end and 
time will be no more. 

b. Knowing the certainty of these two events, Peter reminds his readers of 
the kind of person they should be. 

(1). Living a life of holiness and godliness. 

(2). Abstaining from fleshly lusts which war against the soul (1 Pet 
2:11); becoming followers of what is good (1 Pet 3:13); being 
serious and watchful in your prayers (1 Pet 4:7); resisting the devil, 
steadfast in the faith (1 Pet 5:9).  

(3). Knowing the surety of these things helps us live in a constant state 
of preparedness and hopeful expectation. 

c. Looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God. 

(1). The faithful Christian does not fear or dread the coming of the Lord. 

(2). We look forward to the Lord's return; hastening (eagerly awaiting) 
for that day. 

B. The day of the Lord is joyfully anticipated by those who are looking for it 
(vs. 13-18). 

1. According to His promise, we look forward to two things (v.13): 

a. New heavens and a new earth (cf. Isa 65:17; 66:22; Rev 21:1-4). 

(1). Heaven is also called the "Father's house" and a place "prepared" 
(John 14:2); a place "reserved" (1 Pet 1:4); a place of "rest" (Heb 
4:9; Rev 14:13); "paradise" (2 Cor 12:2, 4); where God and Christ 
are (Col 3:1). 

b. A world in which righteousness dwells (cf. 1 Cor 6:9-10; Rev 21:27). 

2. Looking forward to these things, we should be diligent (v. 14): 

a. To be found by Him in peace – in a state of peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 5:1-2), and at peace with men by the example 
we have in Christ (Rom 12:17-21). 

b. To be without spot and blameless (cf. 1 Tim 6:13-14; Jas 1:27; 1 Pet 
1:17-19). 

                                  
5 Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament 
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3. We should always see the longsuffering (patience) of the Lord as another 
opportunity for salvation (v. 15-16). 

a. While we live, we can change our life to conform with God's standard 
of righteousness and obtain salvation. 

b. Paul wrote of these things:  

(1). About eternal life (cf. 2 Cor 4:16-18; Phil 3:20-21). 

(2). About God's longsuffering (cf. Rom 2:1; 9:22; 15:5-6; 1 Tim 1:15-
16). 

c. Some of Paul's writings are difficult to understand: 

(1). Difficult: "…pertaining to being understandable, but only with great 
effort - 'difficult to understand, not easily understood.'" 6 

d. The unstable and untaught twist the Scriptures to their own destruction. 

(1). Unstable:  

(a). "…pertaining to the tendency to change and waver in one's 
views and attitudes." 7  

(b). "False teachers entice unstable souls, and those who are 
unstable in their views twist the difficult passages in Paul's 
epistles." 8 

(2). Untaught: 

(a). "…one who has not acquired a formal education, and hence 
with the implication of being stupid and ignorant - 'uneducated, 
unlearned, ignorant." 9 

(b). Being "untaught" in this context speaks primarily of a lack of 
education and training in the Scriptures. 

(c). Those who lack this education and training will explain the 
difficult things in Paul's letters falsely. 

(3). Twist: 

(a). "…to distort so that a false meaning results." 10 

(b). "…to distort the meaning of something in communicating to 
others - to distort, to misinterpret, to change the meaning of, 
to explain falsely." 11 

  

                                  
6 Louw & Nida  
7 ibid 
8 Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
9 Louw & Nida 
10 Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament 
11 Louw & Nida 



8 

 

____________________________ 
Studies in 2nd Peter – Lesson Three 

 

4. Knowing all this in advance, we should beware and grow (vs 17-18a). 

a. Peter warns Christians to be on guard against false teachers who 
destroy souls through erroneous teaching. 

(1). Jesus warned His disciples to guard against false teachers (Matt 
7:15 and 16:6, 11-12); as did Paul (Rom 16:17), and Peter (2 Pet 
2:1). 

(2). The danger here is falling from our own steadfastness and being 
led away (cf. Gal 1:6-9; 2 Tim 3:6-7; 2 Cor 10:12). 

b. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

(1). Spiritual growth is not an option, the Lord demands it. 

(2). Failure to grow and mature spiritually leaves us vulnerable to every 
false teacher than comes along (cf. 1 Pet 2:1-3; 1 Cor 3:1-4; Heb 
5:12-14; 2 Tim 2:15). 

C. The doxology (v. 18b). 

1. To Him be the glory both now and forever (cf. Rom 11:36; 16:25-27; Gal 
1:3-5; Eph 3:20-21; Phil 4:19-20; Heb 13:20-21). 

 

Review questions: 

1. What are the main points of this chapter? 

 

 

2. How did Peter seek to stir up his readers' minds? (vs. 1-2) 

 

 

3. What would scoffers say in the last days? (vs. 3-4) 

 

 

4. What do they willfully forget? (vs. 5-6) 

 

 

5. What does the Word of God say concerning the heavens and the earth? (v. 7) 
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6. What should we be careful not to forget? (8) 

 

 

7. What is the Lord's attitude toward scoffers? (v. 9) 

 

 

8. How will the day of the Lord come? (v. 10) 

 

 

9. What will happen when that day comes? (v. 10) 

 

 

10. Since all these things will be dissolved, what should we do? (vs. 11-12) 

 

 

11. Again, what will happen to the heavens and the elements? (v. 12) 

 

 

12. Despite such an end, what do we look for according to His promise? (v. 13) 

 
 

13. Looking forward to such things, about what should we be diligent? (v. 14) 

 

 

14. How should we view the longsuffering of the Lord? (v. 15) 

 

 

15. Who else wrote about such things?  How? (vs. 15-16) 

 

 

16. How does Peter describe the epistles of Paul? (v. 16) 
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17. What do the untaught and unstable do with such writings? (v. 16) 

 

 

18. In what category does Peter place the writings of Paul? (v. 16) 

 

 

19. Knowing such things beforehand, what warning does Peter give his readers?  
(v. 17) 

 

 

20. What final admonition does Peter leave with his readers? (v. 18) 
 


